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LIST OF ACRONYMS
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CEE: Central and Eastern Europe
CELAC: &RPPXQLW\�RI�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�DQG�&DULEEHDQ�6WDWHV
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UNCTAD: 8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�&RQIHUHQFH�RQ�7UDGH�DQG�'HYHORSPHQW
UNWTO: World Tourism Organization
WTO: World Trade Organization
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1   INTRODUCTION

7KH�\HDU������PDUNV�WHQ�\HDUV�VLQFH�WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ¶V��(8��À�UVW�JUHDW�HDVWZDUG�H[SDQ�
VLRQ��'XULQJ�WKLV�WLPH�PDMRU�FKDQJHV�KDYH�WDNHQ�SODFH�LQ�(XURSH��/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&D�
ULEEHDQ��/$&��DV�ZHOO�DV�DW�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�OHYHO��7KHVH�KDYH�DOWHUHG�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLSV�EHWZHHQ�
and perceptions of the protagonists in both regions. Entry into the European Community has 
been the main agent of change for countries of Central and Eastern Europe and has deter-
mined the vast majority of political priorities, but their new position as Member States has also 
opened up other regions to them, with which either they previously had few links or the links 
KDG�EHHQ�VHYHUHG�E\�SROLWLFDO�GLIÀ�FXOWLHV��2Q�WKHLU�VLGH��/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�KDV�
enjoyed a period of growth and stability over the last decade, which has allowed it to position 
itself as an emerging region and open itself to new ways of integrating into the international 
VFHQH��7KLV�VWXG\�DLPV�WR�DQDO\VH�WKH�LPSDFW�WKDW�DFFHVVLRQ�WR�WKH�(8�KDV�KDG�RQ�UHODWLRQV�
EHWZHHQ�&HQWUDO�DQG�(DVWHUQ�(XURSH��&((��FRXQWULHV1�DQG�/$&�FRXQWULHV2 and the opportu-
QLWLHV�ZKLFK�SUHVHQW�WKHPVHOYHV�ORRNLQJ�EH\RQG�WKH�GLIÀ�FXOWLHV�FDXVHG�E\�WKH�HFRQRPLF�FULVLV�
which started in 2008.

We begin with an analysis of historical, social, and political antecedents and determinants 
prior to accession which determined the starting point for relations and their development. 
This is followed by an analysis of the evolution of relations after accession of CEE countries to 
WKH�(8��ORRNLQJ�À�UVWO\�DW�HFRQRPLF�UHODWLRQV��PDLQO\�WUDGH�DQG�LQYHVWPHQW��WR�GLVFRYHU�LI��DIWHU�
WKHLU�HQWU\�LQWR�WKH�(8��WKHUH�ZDV�GLYHUVLRQ�RU�FUHDWLRQ�RI�WUDGH�DQG�WR�VWXG\�WKH�Á�XFWXDWLRQV�LQ�

1 7KHVH�LQFOXGH��(VWRQLD��/DWYLD��/LWKXDQLD��3RODQG��+XQJDU\��&]HFK�5HSXEOLF��6ORYHQLD��DQG�6ORYDNLD��

� ZKLFK�KDYH�IRUPHG�SDUW�RI�WKH�(8�VLQFH�������DV�ZHOO�DV�%XOJDULD�DQG�5RPDQLD��ZKLFK�DFFHHGHG�LQ������

2��7KLQNLQJ�RI�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�WKHLU�H[FKDQJH�ZLWK�WKH�(8�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�DYDLODELOLW\�RI�GDWD�DQG�FXUUHQW�HFRQRPLF�VWDWLVWLFV��

� ZH�KDYH�LQFOXGHG�WKH�IROORZLQJ�/$&�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�VWXG\��$UJHQWLQD��%ROLYLD��%UD]LO��&KLOH��&RORPELD��&RVWD�5LFD��(FXDGRU�

� (O�6DOYDGRU��*XDWHPDOD��+RQGXUDV��0H[LFR��3HUX��3DQDPD��3DUDJXD\��6XULQDP��7ULQLGDG�DQG�7REDJR��8UXJXD\�DQG�9HQH]XHOD

3��7KH�SUHVHQWHG�SDSHUV�DUH��*iERU�7~U\���������´(FRQRPLF�FRRSHUDWLRQ�ZLWKLQ�JOREDO�YDOXH�FKDLQV�DPRQJ�&((�DQG�/$&�

� FRXQWULHV�([DPSOH�RI�WKH�9RONVZDJHQ�*URXS���FDVH�VWXG\�RI�WKH�$XGL�0RWRU�+XQJDULD�.IWµ��6]DODYHW]��$QGUHD���������

� ´,QWHU�UHJLRQDO�YDOXH�FKDLQV�HQFRPSDVVLQJ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�&HQWUDO�DQG�(DVWHUQ�(XURSH�²�6LJQV�RI�D�SURPLVLQJ�IXWXUH�

� RU�DG�KRF�H[FHSWLRQV�WR�WKH�UXOH�RI�¶WULDGL]DWLRQ·�UDWKHU�WKDQ�JOREDOL]DWLRQ"µ��eOWHWŃ�$QGUHD���������´7UDGH�DQG�LQYHVWPHQW�²�

� HFRQRPLF�UHODWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�&HQWUDO�DQG�(DVWHUQ�(XURSHDQ�DQG�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�FRXQWULHVµ� 
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LQYHVWPHQW�FXUUHQWV��7R�WKLV�HQG��DQ�H[KDXVWLYH�VWXG\�RI�WKH�VWDWLVWLFDO�GDWD�KDV�EHHQ�FDUULHG�
RXW��$SSHQGL[�����EDVHG�RQ�WKUHH�SDSHUV3�RQ�VSHFLÀF�DVSHFWV��7KHVH�SDSHUV�DUH�DYDLODEOH�DV�
RQ�OLQH�$QQH[HV� WR� WKLV� UHSRUW�RQ� WKH�(8�/$&�)RXQGDWLRQ·V�ZHEVLWH��ZZZ�HXODFIRXQGDWLRQ�
RUJ��)XUWKHU�WR�WKH�VWDWLVWLFDO�GDWD�DQG�WKH�UHSRUWV��WKH�UHVHDUFK�DOVR�RIIHUV�D�TXDOLWDWLYH�DQDO\-
VLV�EDVHG�RQ�D�VHULHV�RI����LQWHUYLHZV��$SSHQGL[����FDUULHG�RXW�DPRQJ�UHOHYDQW�SURWDJRQLVWV�RI�
ERWK�UHJLRQV�ZKLFK�KDYH�VHUYHG�WR�LGHQWLI\�WKH�GLIÀFXOWLHV�IRU�H[FKDQJH��EXW�DOVR�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�
offered by it.

2QH� VSHFLÀF� VHFWLRQ� LV� GHGLFDWHG� WR� WKH� DQDO\VLV� RI� WKH� OHJDO�LQVWLWXLRQDO� IUDPHZRUN�ZLWKLQ�
ZKLFK�WKH�6WUDWHJLF�3DUWQHUVKLS�LV�VLWXDWHG��7KLV�SHULRG�KDV�EHHQ�GHÀQHG�E\�WKH�EL�UHJLRQDO�
Strategic Partnership developed after the 1999 Rio Summit and has been structured through: 
SROLWLFDO�GLDORJXH��D�QHWZRUN�RI�DJUHHPHQWV�VLJQHG�E\�WKH�(8�ZLWK�FRXQWULHV�DQG�JURXSV�RI�
FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ��DQG�(8�FRRSHUDWLRQ�SURJUDPPHV�WRZDUGV�/$&��7KHUH�LV�DQ�DQDO\VLV�
of the use of those already in force and the potential of new cooperation agreements or those 
currently being negotiated or renewed. This section is supported by another two papers that 
SUHVHQW�WKH�SHUVSHFWLYH�RI�&((�DQG�/$&�FRXQWULHV�UHVSHFWLYHO\�DQG�FDQ�DOVR�EH�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�
RQ�OLQH�$QQH[HV�4

As a complement, an analysis of bilateral intiative has also been included. To go into more 
GHSWK�RQ�WKLV�DQG�JLYHQ�WKH�GLIÀFXOWLHV�RI�VHFXULQJ�GHWDLOHG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�IURP�DOO�FRXQWULHV��WKUHH�
case studies have been carried out on some of the countries with the greatest relevance for 
UHODWLRQV��RQH�RQ�3RODQG�DQG�LWV�UHODWLRQV�ZLWK�/$&��.LQJD�%UXG]LĸVND�DQG�0D\D�5RVWRZVND���
D�VHFRQG�RQH�RQ�WKH�UHODWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�0H[LFR�DQG�WKH�&((�FRXQWULHV��0DUtD�&ULVWLQD�6LOYD��
DQG��ÀQDOO\��D�WKLUG�RQH�RQ�UHODWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�3RODQG�DQG�%UD]LO��)DEULFLR�%RUJHV�&DUULMR�DQG�
6DQWLDJR�9LOODU���7KH�FDVH�VWXGLHV�DUH�DYDLODEOH�DV�SDUW�RI�WKH�RQ�OLQH�$QQH[HV�

The following section aims to analyse other tools for cooperation and relationships arising, still 
LQ�ÁHGJOLQJ�IRUP��EHWZHHQ�ERWK�JURXSV�RI�FRXQWULHV��LQFOXGLQJ�PLJUDWRU\�PRYHPHQWV�DQG�WKH�
role of diasporas, tourism and other non-governmental cooperation relationships. These are 
especially based on the case studies and the interviews carried out, given the limitations and 
GLVSHUVLRQ�RI�DYDLODEOH�GDWD��)LQDOO\��WKH�FRQFOXVLRQV�DQDO\VH�WKH�VWUHQJWKV�DQG�ZHDNQHVVHV�
of the relations and outline a series of proposals to improve them.

7KH�SURMHFW��FDUULHG�RXW�WKDQNV�WR�WKH�LQLWLDWLYH�DQG�IXQGLQJ�RI�WKH�(8�/$&�)RXQGDWLRQ��ZDV�
D�FROODERUDWLYH�H[HUFLVH�LQLWLDOO\�EHWZHHQ�WKUHH�LQVWLWXWLRQV��&,'2%��,:(�DQG�(&6$���ZKLFK�
ZHUH� MRLQHG�E\�WZR�UHVHDUFKHUV�IURP�3,60��.LQJD�%UXG]LĸVND�DQG�0D\D�5RVWRZVND���7KLV�
diversity has allowed us to provide the project with a multidisciplinary plural perspective.

4 �6LOYD�3DUHMDV��0DUtD�&ULVWLQD���������´/D�UHODFLyQ�FRQ�ORV�SDtVHV�GH�(XURSD�&HQWUDO�\�2ULHQWDO�FRPR�HOHPHQWR�GH� 

� GLQDPL]DFLyQ�GHO�LQWHUFDPELR�ELUUHJLRQDOµ��0HLVHO��6DQGRU���������´3ROLF\�IUDPHZRUN�RI�WKH�FRRSHUDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ� 

� WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ�DQG�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�FRXQWULHVµ�
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2   RELATIONS BETWEEN LAC  
AND CEE COUNTRIES BEFORE  
ACCESSION TO THE EU

+LVWRULF�UHODWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�&((�DQG�/$&�FRXQWULHV�KDYH�QRW�EHHQ�SDUWLFXODUO\�LQWHQVH�DQG�KDYH�
been conditioned by various factors, among which the political convulsions that occurred in 
both regions and the geopolitical changes that shaped the international system have been of 
substantial importance. In addition to these changes that affected both regions globally and 
determined the capabilities and interests of the relevant actors, we can identify other variables 
which conditioned the relations. In this sense, the economic cycles have been a further deter-
mining factor for relations, as they determine the interests of public and private actors in opening 
up to other regions or, conversely, closing up, although it is true that these decisions are also 
subject to ideological positioning. A third group of variables is related to migratory movements 
LQ�GLIIHUHQW�F\FOHV�ZKLFK��LQ�WXUQ��UHVSRQG�WR�SROLWLFDO�DQG�HFRQRPLF�IDFWRUV��)LQDOO\��WKH�IRXUWK�
group of variables respond to cultural and cooperational relations, which are also linked to po-
OLWLFDO�TXHVWLRQV�DQG�WLHV�GHULYHG�IURP�WKH�LQWHUDFWLRQ�RI�GLDVSRUDV�ZLWK�WKHLU�FRXQWULHV�RI�RULJLQ�

2.1) HISTORICAL AND POLITICAL DETERMINANTS
,QLWLDO� UHODWLRQV��VWLOO�XQGHU� WKH�SHULRG�RI�FRORQLDO�GRPLQDWLRQ� LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�GXULQJ� WKH���WK�
DQG���WK�FHQWXULHV��ZHUH�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�FRQFUHWH�ÀJXUHV��'HPELF]�DQG�'HPELF]��
������DQG�WKH�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�RI�PRQNV�LQ�-HVXLW�PLVVLRQV��7KH�ÀUVW�PLJUDWLRQV�IURP�&HQWUDO�(X-
URSH�WR�$PHULFD�ZHUH�OLPLWHG�WR�D�VPDOO�FRUH�RI�VWDWHV�²�EDVLFDOO\�3RODQG��+XQJDU\�DQG�%RKH-
PLD�²�VLQFH�PDQ\�RI�WRGD\·V�&((�FRXQWULHV�GLG�QRW�KDYH�SROLWLFDO�DXWRQRP\�DW�WKDW�WLPH��$FWXDO�
SROLWLFDO�UHODWLRQV�EHJDQ�LQ�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\�DV�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�UHSXEOLFV�EHJDQ�JDLQLQJ�WKHLU�LQ-
dependence, but especially from the end of the 19th century onwards with the re-emergence of 
European national states trying to establish themselves against powers such as Prussia, Russia 
and the Austro-Hungarian Empire. In spite of the weakness of economic ties, the interest shown 
LQ�VHFXULQJ�DQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�SUHVHQFH�E\�WKH�\RXQJ�/$&�UHSXEOLFV�DQG�WKH�UHVXUUHFWHG�&HQWUDO�
European nations led to the fast establishment of diplomatic relations. 

$IWHU�WKH�EUHDN�FDXVHG�E\�WKH�)LUVW�:RUOG�:DU��LQ�WKH�LQWHUZDU�SHULRG������²������GLSORPDWLF�UH-
presentations were established between the leading countries of both regions and cooperation 
relationships were promoted, especially towards those countries with large cores of diasporas. 
7KH�*HUPDQ�LQYDVLRQ�DQG�DQQH[DWLRQ�RI�WKH�JUHDW�PDMRULW\�RI�&HQWUDO�DQG�(DVWHUQ�(XURSHDQ�
countries led to the breakdown of relations with the countries which allied themselves to Germa-



13

Q\��+XQJDU\��%XOJDULD���,Q�WKH�FDVH�RI�LQYDGHG�FRXQWULHV��OLNH�3RODQG�RU�&]HFKRVORYDNLD���PDQ\�
/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�FRXQWULHV�IRUPDOO\�PDLQWDLQHG�UHODWLRQV�ZLWK�WKH�JRYHUQPHQWV�LQ�H[LOH�HYHQ�RQFH�
the war had ended.

After the Second World War, the remarking of the international order and the geopolitical distribu-
WLRQ�SRVLWLRQHG�WKH�/$&�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�:HVWHUQ�EORF�DQG�WKH�&((�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�6RYLHW�EORF��
to the point where some of them, like the Baltic States, lost their independence. The restoration 
RI�UHODWLRQV�ZDV�VORZ��EHWZHHQ�WKH���V�DQG�WKH���V��DQG�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�OLNH�WKH�6RYLHW�LQYDVLRQ�
RI�+XQJDU\� LQ������DQG�ODWHU�RI�&]HFKRVORYDNLD�FRROHG�UHODWLRQV��(YHQ�VR��D�ZLGH�QHWZRUN�RI�
UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV�RI�&HQWUDO�DQG�(DVWHUQ�(XURSHDQ�FRXQWULHV�ZDV�PDLQWDLQHG� LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD��
The triumph of the Cuban revolution in 1959 brought that country closer to the Soviet orbit and 
HQWDLOHG�WKH�V\PSDWK\�RI�VRPH�SUR�FRPPXQLVW�PRYHPHQWV�LQ�/$&�WRZDUGV�(DVWHUQ�FRXQWULHV��

'XULQJ�WKLV�WLPH�RI�WKH�&ROG�:DU��WKHUH�ZHUH�DOVR�OLQNV�EHWZHHQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�FRPPXQLVW�SDU-
ties and their counterparts. But the Soviet presence and the perception among parts of the tradi-
WLRQDO�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�HOLWHV�RI�WKH�JURZLQJ�LQÁXHQFH�RI�VRFLDOLVW�PRYHPHQWV��ZKLFK�FDPH�WR�WDNH�
SRZHU�LQ�&KLOH��PDGH�/$&�SDUW�RI�WKH�&ROG�:DU·V�VWDJH��:RMQD���������EHWZHHQ�DXWKRULWDULDQ�
JRYHUQPHQWV�VXSSRUWHG�E\�WKH�86$�DQG�JXHUULOODV�VXSSRUWHG�E\�WKH�6RYLHW�8QLRQ��7KLV�FRROHG�
UHODWLRQV�DJDLQ��XQWLO�WKH�UHWXUQ�WR�GHPRFUDF\�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�FRLQFLGHG�ZLWK�WKH�SURJUHVVLYH�
GHWHULRUDWLRQ�DQG�ÀQDO�FROODSVH�RI�WKH�(DVWHUQ�EORF�WKDW�DOVR�JDYH�ZD\�WR�GHPRFUDWLF�WUDQVLWLRQ�
in the CEE countries.

The consolidation of democratic governments in both regions has improved the relationship and 
has provided a more stable legal framework with the signing of bilateral agreements and diplo-
PDWLF�H[FKDQJHV��ZKLFK�ZDV�WR�FXOPLQDWH�LQ�WKH�LQFRUSRUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�(8�/$&�OHJDO�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�
and strategic framework. After the birth of new states arising from the dismemberment of the 
8665��(VWRQLD��/DWYLD��/LWKXDQLD��&]HFK�5HSXEOLF��6ORYDNLD��6ORYHQLD��LW�ZDV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�VWDUW�
from scratch and establish diplomatic relations, thus increasing representation links creating 
QHZ�FRQVXODWHV�DQG�HPEDVVLHV��HYHQ�WKRXJK�OHYHOV�RI�PXWXDO�LJQRUDQFH�ZHUH�VLJQLÀFDQW��+RZ-
ever, relations with Cuba were practically broken off by both parties and CEE governments are 
still today the most openly critical of the Cuban regime because they identify it with their still 
recent past. The incorporation of CEE countries into the bi-regional political dialogue from the 
�����*XDGDODMDUD�6XPPLW�RQZDUGV�UHSUHVHQWHG�D�TXDOLWDWLYH�OHDS�WRZDUGV�SURPRWLQJ�SROLWLFDO�
relations at the highest level.

2.2) ECONOMIC RELATIONS 
Due to the distance and instability of political relations, the framework for economic ties and 
H[FKDQJH�ZDV�QRW�FRQGXFLYH�WR�VROLG�GHYHORSPHQW��$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��ZLWK�ERWK�JURXSV�RI�FRXQ-
WULHV�WUDGLWLRQDOO\�EHLQJ�HFRQRPLHV�ZLWK�D�ODUJH�UXUDO�DQG�H[WUDFWLYH�LQGXVWULHV�FRPSRQHQW�DQG�
GXH�WR�WKH�ODUJH�JHRJUDSKLFDO�GLVWDQFH��WKH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�UHOHYDQW�H[FKDQJH�ÁRZV�ZDV�QRW�
triggered until the beginning of the 20th century. Between 1918 and 1939, the CEE countries 
with greater economic power managed to establish stable economic relations with some large 
/$&�FRXQWULHV� �$UJHQWLQD��%UD]LO��0H[LFR��� ,Q�SDUWLFXODU��&]HFKRVORYDNLD�ZDV�DEOH� WR� MRLQ� WKH�
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PHWDO�PHFKDQLFDO�LQGXVWU\��+XQJDU\��ZKLFK�UHDFKHG�D�OHYHO�RI����RI�LWV�H[WHUQDO�WUDGH�H[SRUWLQJ�
WR�/$&��PDLQO\�PDQXIDFWXULQJ��DV�ZHOO�DV�3RODQG��ZKLFK�HVWDEOLVKHG�UHJXODU�PDULWLPH�OLQNV�ZLWK�
Brazil and Argentina. In the other direction, trade was mainly in raw materials. The Second 
World War meant a break that would last for decades as the CEE countries became part of the 
EORF�RI�VWDWH�UXQ�HFRQRPLHV��$�QHZ�HUD�RI�UDSSURFKHPHQW�DUULYHG�LQ�WKH���V�DQG���V�ZKHQ�VWDWH�
GULYHQ�LPSRUW�VXEVWLWXWLRQ�SROLFLHV�EHFDPH�H[WHQGHG�LQ�/$&�LQ�FRXQWULHV�OLNH�$UJHQWLQD��%UD]LO��
&RORPELD��0H[LFR��3HUX�DQG�9HQH]XHOD��7KHVH�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�DQG�D�FHUWDLQ�HFRQRPLF�ERRP�
ZKLFK�DOORZHG�SURGXFWLRQ�DQG�H[SRUW�VXEVLGLHV�WR�EH�PDLQWDLQHG�SURPRWHG�LQFUHDVHG�WUDGH�LQ�
WKH���V�DQG�HDUO\���V��OHDGLQJ�WR�WKH�UHFRYHU\�RI�OHYHOV�VLPLODU�WR�WKH�LQWHUZDU�\HDUV�

%XW�DGGHG�WR�WKH�DERYH�VXFFHVVLYH�SROLWLFDO�FULVHV�ZDV�WKH�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�H[WHUQDO�GHEW�FULVLV�RI�
the 80s and the economic collapse which accompanied the fall of the Eastern bloc. This meant 
D�QHZ�UHYHUVH�LQ�HFRQRPLF�UHODWLRQV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�GUDPDWLF�ORVV�IRU�&XED�RI�JHQHURXV�8665�
IXQGLQJ� LW�KDG�HQMR\HG�� WKURZLQJ� LW� LQWR� WKH�VR�FDOOHG� ´VSHFLDO�SHULRG�µ�7KHUH�ZHUH�DOVR�/DWLQ�
American countries left with outstanding debts and they had to wait to collect these (especially 
%UD]LO���,Q�WKH���V��ZKLOH�/$&�ZDV�SXWWLQJ�LQWR�SUDFWLFH�WKH�VWUXFWXUDO�DGMXVWPHQW�SROLFLHV�IRUFLQJ�
it to reduce imports, CEE countries started structural reforms in order to become market eco-
QRPLHV�UHDG\�IRU�HQWU\�LQWR�WKH�(8��7KLV�OHIW�WKHP�ZLWK�QR�URRP�WR�LQFUHDVH�UHODWLRQV��6LQFH�WKH�
EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH���VW�FHQWXU\�ERWK�UHJLRQV�KDYH�H[SHULHQFHG�VXVWDLQHG�HFRQRPLF�JURZWK�DQG�
LQFUHDVLQJ�RSHQQHVV��DOORZLQJ�HFRQRPLF�OLQNV�WR�EH�UHFRYHUHG�DQG�H[SDQGHG��7KH�RSHQLQJ�XS�
RI�&((�PDUNHWV�DQG�WKHLU�FORVHU�WLHV�ZLWK�WKH�(8�ZDV�UHJDUGHG�ZLWK�VXVSLFLRQ�LQ�/$&�EHFDXVH�
of the competition these might present for their agricultural products and the diversion of invest-
ment because of their cheap workforce. However, with hindsight it does not seem that there has 
EHHQ�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�LPSDFW�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WUDGH�GLYHUVLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�(8�DQG�/$&��2QH�RI�WKH�OHDVW�
developed aspects of the relations is mutual investment, which has been scarce and practically 
PRQRSROLVHG�E\�WKH�ODUJH�ÀUPV�RYHU�WKH�ODVW�GHFDGHV��DV�ZLOO�EH�GLVFXVVHG�ODWHU�

2.3) MIGRATION
0LJUDWRU\�ÁRZV�EHWZHHQ�/$&�DQG�&((�FRXQWULHV�KDYH�EHHQ�SULPDULO\�XQLGLUHFWLRQDO�IURP�(XUR-
SH�WR�$PHULFD�DQG�RQO\�UHFHQWO\�KDYH�WKHUH�EHHQ�ÁRZV�LQ�WKH�RSSRVLWH�GLUHFWLRQ��:KLOH�GXULQJ�
colonial times there were some displacements of Central European citizens to the new conti-
QHQW�DQG�WKHUH�ZDV�DOVR�D�SUHVHQFH�RI�LQWHOOHFWXDOV�DQG�VRPH�VROGLHUV�LQ�WKH�ÀUVW�VWUXJJOHV�IRU�
LQGHSHQGHQFH�DQG�LQ�WKH�ÀUVW�VWHSV�RI�WKH�QHZ�UHSXEOLFV��'HPELF]�DQG�'HPELF]���������ODUJH�
GLVSODFHPHQWV�GLG�QRW�WDNH�SODFH�XQWLO�WRZDUGV�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��7KH�FDOO�RI�WKH�/DWLQ�
American countries which needed population to occupy vast territories and make them produce, 
converged with the surplus of fundamentally agricultural workforce in Europe and led to the ge-
QHUDWLRQ�RI�DQ�HPLJUDWLRQ�ÁRZ�RI�3ROHV��+XQJDULDQV��&]HFKV��6ORYDNV�DQG�/LWKXDQLDQV��DPRQJ�
others, following the same route as other populations from Southern Europe. Many of these mi-
JUDWRU\�ÁRZV�EHFDPH�FRQFHQWUDWHG�LQ�FHUWDLQ�FRXQWULHV�DQG�UHJLRQV�IRUPLQJ�IDLUO\�KRPRJHQHRXV�
diasporas which maintained their culture and traditions.5

5 �'HPELF]�DQG�'HPELF]��������JLYH�DV�H[DPSOHV�3ROHV�DQG�8NUDLQLDQV�LQ�WKH�VRXWK�RI�%UD]LO��&URDWV�DQG�6HUEV�LQ�&KLOH� 

 and the Argentina-Paraguay border, Slovaks in Buenos Aires, or Hungarians in Sao Paulo.
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Some countries, such as Poland, adopted policies to promote migration as a way of relieving 
VRFLDO�WHQVLRQV��7KH�LQFUHDVHG�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�WKH�GLDVSRUDV�SURYRNHG�UHDFWLRQV�IURP�VRPH�/D-
WLQ�$PHULFDQ�JRYHUQPHQWV��VXFK�DV�WKH�%UD]LOLDQ�JRYHUQPHQW¶V������DQG������QDWLRQDOLVDWLRQ�
decrees which forced immigrants to renounce their nationality of birth and adopt Brazilian natio-
QDOLW\��7KH�RXWEUHDN�RI�WKH�)LUVW�:RUOG�:DU�JDYH�D�QHZ�SXVK�WR�WKH�PLJUDWRU\�ÁRZV�HVFDSLQJ�WKH�
war and persecution shaking Central Europe. But after the Second World War, the Iron Curtain 
LPSRVHG�D�ÀHUFH�FRQWURO�WKDW�SUHYHQWHG�HPLJUDWLRQ��)URP�WKHQ�RQ��GLVSODFHPHQWV�ZHUH�UHGXFHG�
WR�YHU\�OLPLWHG�H[FKDQJHV�ODUJHO\�OLQNHG�WR�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�&XED�DQG�SROLWLFDO�RU�LQWHOOHFWXDO�
SUR�FRPPXQLVW�PRYHPHQWV��7KHUH�ZDV�RQH�ÀQDO�ZDYH��DOWKRXJK�VPDOOHU��DIWHU�WKH�UHSUHVVLRQ�
RI�WKH�+XQJDULDQ�UHYROWV�LQ�������*RLQJ�WKH�RWKHU�ZD\��WKHUH�ZHUH�DOVR�H[LOHV�IURP�WKH�&KLOHDQ��
$UJHQWLQHDQ��8UXJXD\DQ�DQG�%UD]LOLDQ�GLFWDWRUVKLSV��DOWKRXJK�QXPEHUV�JRLQJ�WR�WKH�&((�FRXQ-
WULHV�ZHUH�QRW�KLJK��)URP������RQZDUGV��GXULQJ�WKH�WUDQVLWLRQ�SURFHVV�RI� WKH�&((�FRXQWULHV��
WKHVH�ZHUH�QRW�DQ�DWWUDFWLYH�SODFH�IRU�WKH�ODUJH�HFRQRPLF�PLJUDWLRQ�ÁRZV�RI�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQV�
who were concentrated in the then emerging countries of South-Western Europe, with which 
there were already closer links.

2.4) CULTURE AND COOPERATION
Cultural and social relations in general have developed especially through the presence of the 
diasporas. Some of the precedents for contributions by Central European citizens to the deve-
ORSPHQW�RI�WKH�QHZ�/$&�FRXQWULHV�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�LQ�SURIHVVLRQDOV��HQJLQHHUV�DQG�VROGLHUV�ZKR�
KHOSHG�WR�PRGHUQLVH�PLQLQJ�LQGXVWU\�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH��'HPELF]�DQG�'HPELF]���������'XULQJ�WKH�
interwar period, the economic boom that led to the increase in all types of relations meant a 
promotion of relations with the diasporas, but the Second World War and the dynamic of the Cold 
:DU�PDGH�FRQWLQXLW\�PRUH�GLIÀFXOW��7KH�H[FHSWLRQ�ZDV�&XED��ZLWK�ZKLFK�FRQWDFWV�PXOWLSOLHG�
WKURXJK�WKH�H[FKDQJH�RI�H[SHUWV�DQG�VWXGHQWV�EHWZHHQ�VRFLDOLVW�FRXQWULHV�ZKLFK�JDYH�ULVH�WR�DQ�
LQFUHDVH�RI�NQRZOHGJH�RQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�6WXGLHV�FHQWUHV�RU�
GHSDUWPHQWV�LQ�&HQWUDO�DQG�(DVWHUQ�(XURSH��$PRQJ�WKHVH�/LWHUDU\�DQG�+LVSDQLF�6WXGLHV�VWDQG�
RXW��ZKLFK�KDG�QHZ�OLIH�EUHDWKHG�LQWR�WKHP�ZLWK�WKH�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�OLWHUDU\�´ERRPµ�ZKLFK�SRSX-
ODULVHG�WKH�UHDGLQJ�RI�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�DXWKRUV��'HPELF]�DQG�'HPELF]��������

,Q�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�� WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI� LQWHOOHFWXDO� ÀJXUHV� IURP�&((�FRXQWULHV�RU�ZLWK�RULJLQV� WKHUH�
LV� QRWLFHDEOH��'XULQJ� WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI� WKH�6RYLHW� EORF�� OHDGLQJ� LQWHOOHFWXDOV� V\PSDWKHWLF� WR� WKH�
socialist movements established links with their Central European counterparts, but with political 
limitations imposed by the authoritarian regimes. With the democratic transitions, the creation of 
DVVRFLDWLRQV�DQG�FXOWXUDO�DFWLYLW\�RI�WKH�GLDVSRUDV�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�UHVXUIDFHG�DQG�FRQWDFWV�ZHUH�
restored between the countries of origin and destination, notably the Polish and Hungarian com-
munities. This resurrected the study of languages and the displacement of young students and 
UHVHDUFKHUV��IDFLOLWDWLQJ�WKH�ODXQFK�RI�MRLQW�SURMHFWV��$QGHUOH��)LVKHU�DQG�/LOyQ���������7KH�VKDUHG�
Catholic religion has also been a factor in the rapprochement, particularly during the time of a 
3RSH�RI�3ROLVK�QDWLRQDOLW\��-RKQ�3DXO�,,��ZKR�YLVLWHG�PXFK�RI�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�FRQWDFWHG�WKH�3R-
lish communities. As a result, today there is a more diverse network of personal and institutional 
LQWHUDFWLRQ�KHOSLQJ�WR�UHGXFH�WKH�VWLOO�VLJQLÀFDQW�ODFN�RI�PXWXDO�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�DPRQJ�ODUJH�SDUWV�RI�
the population in both regions, where stereotypical and simplistic visions still prevail. 
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3  EVOLUTION OF ECONOMIC  
EXCHANGE BETWEEN THE CEE  
COUNTRIES AND LAC

(FRQRPLF�UHODWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�&((�FRXQWULHV�DQG�/$&��ZKLFK�KDG�EHHQ�FRQVROLGDWHG�LQ�WKH�
time of the bloc of state-run economies, broke down with the collapse of the system in the last 
decade of the 20th century. Over the last decade, both regions went through a restructuring pro-
FHVV�RI�WKHLU�HFRQRPLHV��)RU�&HQWUDO�DQG�(DVWHUQ�(XURSH�WKLV�PHDQW�DQ�HFRQRPLF�UHFRQYHUVLRQ�
from socialist structures to capitalist structures and the adoption of a new regulatory framework 
WKDW�ZRXOG�SUHSDUH�WKHP�IRU�HQWU\�LQWR�WKH�(8��7KH�HIIRUWV�GLUHFWHG�DW�WKLV�LQWHJUDWLRQ�LQWR�(XURSH�
made the CEE countries, many of which were newly independent republics, relegate their rela-
WLRQVKLS�ZLWK�DUHDV�DV�IDU�DZD\�DV�/$&�WR�D�VHFRQG�OHYHO�

7KH�VLWXDWLRQ�IRU�/$&�LQ� WKH���V�ZDV�QRW�YHU\�HQFRXUDJLQJ�HLWKHU��ZLWK�HFRQRPLHV�VWLOO�EHLQJ�
SURSSHG�XS�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI�WKH�H[WHUQDO�GHEW�FULVLV�WKDW�KDG�EORZQ�XS�LQ�WKH�
previous decade and led to the application of structural adjustment plans which shrank growth. 
However, at the beginning of the 20th century there was a turning point leading both regions to 
UHMRLQ�WKH�SDWK�WRZDUGV�JURZWK��$V�FDQ�EH�VHHQ�LQ�)LJXUH����WKH�HQWU\�RI�WKH�&((�FRXQWULHV�LQWR�
WKH�(8�JDYH�D�UHDO�ERRVW�WR�*'3�JURZWK�XQWLO������ZKHQ�WKH�HFRQRPLF�FULVLV�FDXVHG�D�VOLJKW�IDOO�
followed by an initially fairly rapid recovery prior to stabilisation.

,Q�FRQWUDVW��*'3�JURZWK�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�RYHU�WKH�ODVW�GHFDGH�KDV�EHHQ�VORZHU�EXW�VXVWDLQHG�
and the effects of the crisis were barely noticeable in some countries, while in others, such as 
0H[LFR��LW�UHFRYHUHG�TXLFNO\�GHVSLWH�D�VWURQJ�LQLWLDO�GRZQWXUQ��+RZHYHU��WKH�JDS�LQ�WHUPV�RI�*'3�
EHWZHHQ�/$&�DQG�&((�FRXQWULHV�KDV�ZLGHQHG�FRQVLGHUDEO\�RYHU�WKH�ODVW�GHFDGH�

,I�ZH�ORRN�DW�SHU�FDSLWD�*'3��GLVSOD\HG�LQ�)LJXUH����WKH�JURZWK�WHQGHQF\�LV�VLPLODU�WR�WKDW�RI�*'3��
%RWK�UHJLRQV�H[SHULHQFHG�JURZWK�XQWLO�������EXW�WKH�LPSDFW�RI�WKH�FULVLV�ZDV�PXFK�JUHDWHU�LQ�WKH�
CEE countries. It is because of this that the large gap that had opened up has closed a little over 
WKH�ODVW�IHZ�\HDUV��$JDLQ��WKLV�DYHUDJH�KLGHV�WKH�ODUJH�GLIIHUHQFHV�ZLWKLQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD��ZKLFK�
LQ�JHQHUDO�FRQVLVWV�RI�PLGGOH�LQFRPH�FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�*'3V�WKDW�LQ�VRPH�FDVHV�HTXDO�WKRVH�RI�
several CEE countries, as can be seen in the following graphs.

It can thus be said that both regions have had an emerging tendency in economic terms and 
KDYH�VKRZQ�D�JUHDWHU�UHVLOLHQFH�WR�WKH�FULVLV�WKDQ�WKH�PRUH�DGYDQFHG�HFRQRPLHV��3DUDGR[LFDOO\��
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WKH�FULVLV�LQ�(XURSH�DQG�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�KDV�UHVXOWHG�LQ�D�JUHDWHU�LQWHUHVW�LQ�GLYHUVLI\LQJ�H[-
SRUWV��SDUWLFXODUO\�DPRQJ�&((�FRXQWULHV��EXW�DOVR�LQ�/$&��7KLV�KDV�EHHQ�UHÁHFWHG�LQ�DQ�LQFUHDVH�
LQ�LQLWLDWLYHV�SURPRWLQJ�H[FKDQJH�EHWZHHQ�ERWK�UHJLRQV�

3.1) EVOLUTION OF TRADE
7KH�ZDUQLQJ�VKRXOG�ÀUVWO\�EH�JLYHQ�WKDW�WUDGH�EHWZHHQ�/$&�DQG�WKH�&((�FRXQWULHV�KDV�D�YHU\�
low relative importance with respect to world trade, but it has multiplied in the last decade. 
7RWDO�WUDGH�KDV�H[SHULHQFHG�VROLG�JURZWK�RYHU�WKH�ODVW����\HDUV��ZLWK�WKH�H[FHSWLRQ�RI�D�GURS�
EHFDXVH�RI� WKH������FULVLV�ZKLFK�ZDV�TXLFNO\� UHFRYHUHG��*OREDO�ÀJXUHV�VKRZ� WKDW� LQ������
LQWHU�UHJLRQDO�WUDGH�ZDV�FORVH�WR�������PLOOLRQ�GROODUV��ZKLOH�LQ������WKDW�ÀJXUH�ZDV�DOPRVW�ÀYH�
WLPHV�KLJKHU��UHDFKLQJ��������PLOOLRQ�GROODUV��$V�FDQ�EH�VHHQ�LQ�)LJXUH����WKH�WUHQG�LV�FOHDUO\�
upward.

As previously mentioned, it is important to remember that both regions contain countries with 
very diverse economies, both in size and in terms of levels of production, development, produc-
tive structures, and sectors. While there are some common features, there are notable differen-
FHV�WKDW�RQ�VRPH�SDUDPHWHUV�FRXOG�EH�GHVFULEHG�DV�H[WUHPH��,Q�/$&�DW�ÀUVW�VLJKW�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�
RI�%UD]LO�HPHUJHV��ZLWK�D�*'3�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�DOPRVW�����RI�WKH�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�WRWDO��0H[LFR�DOVR�
VWDQGV�RXW��SRVVHVVLQJ�DQ�H[SRUW�SDWWHUQ�WKDW�GLIIHUV�JUHDWO\�IURP�WKH�UHVW�RI�/DWLQ�$PHULFD��:H�
FRXOG�DGG�$UJHQWLQD�DQG�&KLOH�WR�WKLV�´FOXEµ��IROORZHG�FORVHO\�E\�&RORPELD�DQG�3HUX�

Own graph (Source: World Bank Databank)
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Figure 1: Evolution of regional GDP in billions of dollars (2000-2012 period)
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Figure 2: Evolution of per capita GDP in dollars (2000-2012 period)
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As for the CEE countries, it is possible to establish a top tier including, because of their GDP, 
Poland, a second tier made up of the Czech Republic, Romania, Hungary and Slovakia, fol-
lowed by the rest of the countries in a third tier. However, there would be several changes of 
position in the ranking if we took per capita GDP as a reference point.� Trade between member 
FRXQWULHV�RI�RQH�UHJLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�RWKHU�DUH�YLVXDOLVHG�LQ�)LJXUHV���DQG���

,Q�WHUPV�RI�PXWXDO�H[FKDQJH��LQ�RWKHU�ZRUGV��HDFK�FRXQWU\�IURP�RQH�UHJLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�RWKHU��WKRVH�
with a higher GDP are clearly ahead. In both cases we see one absolute leader (Brazil and 
3RODQG��IROORZHG�E\�WZR�RWKHU�PHPEHUV��,W� LV�ZRUWK�QRWLFLQJ�WKDW�E\�FKDQFH�WKH�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�
the second and third countries with regard to Brazil and Poland is similar over the period of 12  
\HDUV�� LQ� WKH� FDVH�RI�%UD]LO¶V� WRWDO��0H[LFR�PDNHV�XS�����DQG�$UJHQWLQD������6LPLODUO\� IRU� 
3RODQG��WKH�&]HFK�5HSXEOLF�PDNHV�XS�����DQG�5RPDQLD�����

As mentioned in the introductory chapter, trade relations between both regions have gone 
through a series of stages dependent on different factors that have shaped their current state. 
,Q�WKH�LPPHGLDWH�SDVW��ZKHQ�WKH�6RYLHW�8QLRQ�DQG�<XJRVODYLD�DSSHDUHG�RQ�WKH�PDS��UHODWLRQV�

Own graph (Source: UNCOMTRADE)

Figure 3: Evolution of total trade (2000-2012)
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Figure 4: Total LAC-CEE trade in billions of dollars (2000-2012)
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ZLWK�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�ZHUH�EDVHG�RQ� WKH�FRQVLGHUDEOH�H[SRUW�ZHLJKW�RI� WKH�VWDWH�FRPSDQLHV� LQ�
WKH� LQGXVWULDO� VHFWRU� WRZDUGV�/DWLQ�$PHULFD��$GGHG� WR� WKLV�� WKH\�KDG�DQ� LPSRUWDQW�GLSORPDWLF�
presence in the whole American sub-continent, which allowed more direct ties to be promoted.

)URP������RQZDUGV�WKH�HFRQRPLHV�RI�&HQWUDO�DQG�(DVWHUQ�(XURSH�LQ�JHQHUDO�ZHUH�GUDVWLFDOO\�
PRGLÀHG�WR�DGRSW�WKH�IUHH�PDUNHW�PRGHO��7KH�´6KRFN�'RFWULQHµ�LPSOHPHQWHG�LQ�WKRVH�FRXQWULHV�
OHG�WR�D�FKDQJH�LQ�GLUHFWLRQ�ERWK�DW�DQ�LQWHUQDO�OHYHO�DQG�DW�DQ�H[WHUQDO�SURMHFWLRQ�OHYHO��7KH\�UH-
ceived help and investment from the West in order to be able to carry out the necessary internal 
reforms, including an industrial reconversion. On the road that would lead to their accession to 
WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ�LQ���������/DWLQ�$PHULFD�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�D�SULRULW\�

2Q�/DWLQ�$PHULFD¶V�VLGH��WKH���V�ZHUH�FKDUDFWHULVHG�E\�WKH�DSSOLFDWLRQ�RI�SROLFLHV�GHULYHG�IURP�
ZKDW�ZDV�NQRZQ�DV�WKH�´:DVKLQJWRQ�&RQVHQVXVµ��ZKLFK�DOVR�PHDQW�D�OLEHUDOLVDWLRQ�RI�QDWLRQDO�
economies. These were accompanied by a new drive towards regional integration and a new 
IRFXV�RI� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� LQVHUWLRQ�VWUDWHJLHV�IROORZLQJ�WKH�SDWKZD\�VXJJHVWHG�E\�(&/$&·V�WKHR-
ries of open regionalism. The aim was to gain autonomy and negotiating power vis-à-vis other 
UHJLRQV��WR�LPSURYH�/$&�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�LQFUHDVLQJO\�JOREDOLVHG�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�PDUNHW��DQG�WR�
GLYHUVLI\�H[WHUQDO�UHODWLRQV��7KLV�UHELUWK�RI�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�UHJLRQDO� LQWHJUDWLRQ�EHFDPH�RQH�RI�
WKH�JUHDW�D[HV�RI�LQWHU�UHJLRQDO�FRRSHUDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�(8�DQG�/$&��7KH�(8�DGRSWHG�D�UROH�
RI�´H[WHUQDO�IHGHUDWRUµ��6DQDKXMD��������RI�WKH�UHJLRQDO�LQWHJUDWLRQ�SURFHVVHV��ZKLFK�WUDQVODWHG�
into help for the consolidation of institutions and free trade areas, as well as the push for the 
QHWZRUN�RI�$VVRFLDWLRQ�$JUHHPHQWV�ZKLFK�DUH�DQDO\VHG�LQ�WKH�QH[W�VHFWLRQ�DQG�ZKLFK�SHUIRUPHG�
with varying degrees of success.

After the start of the new millennium, the CEE countries all continued along the road towards 
EHFRPLQJ�SDUW�RI�WKH�(8��ZKLFK�JHQHUDWHG�DQ�DOPRVW�FRQWLQXRXV�LQFUHDVH�LQ�*'3��SURGXFWLYLW\�
DQG�H[WHUQDO�WUDGH��%HORQJLQJ�WR�DQ�LQWHUQDO�PDUNHW�DV�SRZHUIXO�DV�WKH�(8�OHG�WKH�&HQWUDO�DQG�
Eastern European countries to concentrate on ties with their neighbours, leaving slightly to one 
VLGH�WKHLU�H[WHUQDO�UHODWLRQVKLSV�EH\RQG�WKH�ERUGHUV�RI�(XURSH�

,Q�/$&��FRXQWULHV�KDYH�SXUVXHG�GLIIHUHQW�SDWKV��6RPH�KDYH�GHFLGHG�WR�FRQWLQXH�ZLWK�WKH�RSHQ�
market model present in the 90s, while in others left-wing governments have set out a different 

Own graph (Source: UNCOMTRADE)

Figure 5: Total CEE-LAC trade in billions of dollars (2000-2012)
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HFRQRPLF�PRGHO��:H�ÀQG�FRXQWULHV�WKDW�KDYH�DGRSWHG�D�PRGHO�RI�FRPSOHWH�RSHQQHVV��DV�LQ�WKH�
FDVH�RI�&KLOH�DQG�0H[LFR��ZLWK�QXPHURXV�IUHH�WUDGH�DJUHHPHQWV��7KLV�SDWK�RI�RSHQQHVV�KDV�
been followed afterwards by countries such as Colombia and Peru, and would then lead them 
WR�IRUP�WKH�3DFLÀF�$OOLDQFH�LQLWLDWLYH�WKDW�&RVWD�5LFD�DQG�3DQDPD�DUH�QRZ�DOVR�DSSURDFKLQJ��,Q�
JHQHUDO��WKH�&DULEEHDQ�DQG�&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQ�FRXQWULHV�KDYH�UHPDLQHG�LQ�WKH�RUELW�RI�WKH�86$�
WKURXJK�IUHH�WUDGH�DJUHHPHQWV��WKH�H[FHSWLRQ�LV�&XED��ZKLFK�PDLQWDLQV�D�VWDWH�UXQ�HFRQRP\���
Another group has tried to follow path with different outlooks, but generally keeping to a policy 
more reticent to openness. This group includes the Mercosur countries, Bolivia, and Ecuador, 
which, thanks to the generalised increase in the price of agricultural and mining commodities, 
have recorded sustained levels of growth over the last decade. However, the economic model, 
although not identical in all of them, has suffered setbacks in some countries, with symptoms 
RI�H[WUHPH�LQÁDWLRQ�

7KH�(XURSHDQ�PDUNHW�ZDV�VHULRXVO\�DIIHFWHG�E\�WKH�ÀQDQFLDO�FULVLV�RI�������/DWLQ�$PHULFD��RQ�
WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��ZDV�OLWWOH�DIIHFWHG�DW�ÀUVW�E\�WKH�FULVLV��DQG�JHQHUDOO\�FRQWLQXHG��ZLWK�RFFDVLRQDO�
XSV�DQG�GRZQV��DORQJ�WKH�SDWK�WR�JURZWK�� These two situations coming together led the CEE 
countries to look for new horizons outside Europe to offset the contraction of the European 
PDUNHW��LQFOXGLQJ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD��7KLV�K\SRWKHVLV�ZDV�FRUURERUDWHG�E\�VSHFLDOLVW�WUDGH�UHODWLRQV�
VWDII�LQ�WKH�&KLOHDQ�)RUHLJQ�0LQLVWU\�ZKR�VWDWHG�WKDW�´WKH�FULVLV�JHQHUDWHG�D�SRVLWLYH�H[WHUQDOLW\��
%HIRUH�WKH�FULVLV�FRXQWULHV�ZHUH�QHJRWLDWLQJ�LQWUD�(8��:LWK�WKH�FULVLV��WKH\�VWDUWHG�WR�JR�RXW��WKH\�
KDG�WR�ÀQG�QHZ�PDUNHWV��7KH�&((�FRXQWULHV�ZHUH�FRPIRUWDEOH�ZLWK�WKHLU�QHLJKERXULQJ�PDUNHW��
and now they have noticed that they need to diversify markets. There is a before and after the 
FULVLV�µ�7KLV�YLVLRQ�LV�VKDUHG�DOPRVW�XQDQLPRXVO\�E\�WKH����SHRSOH�LQWHUYLHZHG�IRU�WKH�SURMHFW�

,Q�VSLWH�RI�WKLV�UHQHZHG�LQWHUHVW��IRU�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�WKH�&((�FRXQWULHV�GR�QRW�FRQVWLWXWH�D�SULRULW\�
PDUNHW��DQG�YLFH�YHUVD��$V�D�VWDWLVWLF��IRU�H[DPSOH��RQO\�������RI�%UD]LO¶V�WRWDO�WUDGH�LQ������
�����ZDV�FDUULHG�RXW�ZLWK�&((�FRXQWULHV��,Q�WKH�FDVH�RI�0H[LFR�8�RI�WKH������RI�LWV�WRWDO�WUDGH�
ZLWK�WKH�(8�LQ�������OHVV�WKDQ�����ZDV�ZLWK�&((�FRXQWULHV��ZLWK�MXVW�+XQJDU\�DFFRXQWLQJ�IRU�D�
WKLUG�RI�WKLV��(OVHZKHUH��3RODQG��WKH�PDLQ�H[SRUWHU�WR�/$&�LQ�����������RQO\�FDUULHG�RXW�������
RI�LWV�WRWDO�WUDGH�ZLWK�/$&�

,Q�WHUPV�RI�WKH�H[FKDQJH�VWUXFWXUH��ZH�PXVW�KLJKOLJKW�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH\�IROORZ�WKH�FODVVLF�SDWWHUQ�
RI�(XURSHDQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�H[FKDQJH��7KDW� LV�� UDZ�PDWHULDOV�H[SRUWV��DJULFXOWXUDO�RU�PLQLQJ�
SURGXFWV�DQG�VRPH�PDQXIDFWXULQJ�ZLWK�OLWWOH�YDOXH�DGGHG�IURP�/$&�WR�(XURSH��DQG�JRLQJ�WKH�
other way manufactured goods, generally with high added value. This trend is the common 
GHQRPLQDWRU�IRU� LQWHU�UHJLRQDO�H[FKDQJH��EXW�WKHUH�DUH�VRPH�H[FHSWLRQV�WR�WKLV�UXOH��7KH�SD-
UDGLJPDWLF�DQG�PRVW�QRWDEOH�FDVH�LV�0H[LFR��ZKLFK�PRYHV�FRPSOHWHO\�DZD\�IURP�WKLV�SDWWHUQ�
DQG�IXQGDPHQWDOO\�H[SRUWV�FDU�SDUWV��HOHFWULFDO�FRPSRQHQWV��PHWDO�PHFKDQLFDO�SDUWV�DQG�OLJKW�
manufacturing in general, electronics and ICT, as well as some processed foods and alcoholic 
GULQNV��WHTXLOD��PH]FDO�DQG�EHHU��

���,Q�WKH�FDVH�RI�0H[LFR�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ��WKH�FULVLV�KDG�D�JUHDWHU�HIIHFW��JLYHQ�WKH�FORVH�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�WKH�86�HFRQRP\�

8 �6RXUFH��(XURVWDW�'(9&2�
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,Q� WKH�FDVH�RI�%UD]LO��ZKLOH� LW�JHQHUDOO\� IROORZV� WKH� WUDGLWLRQDO�H[FKDQJH�SDWWHUQ�� LW�GRHV�RIIHU�
RFFDVLRQDO�H[FHSWLRQV��)RU�H[DPSOH��WKH�JUHDW�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�(PEUDHU��(PSUHVD�%UDVLOHLUD�GH�
$HURQiXWLFD��%UD]LOLDQ�$HURQDXWLFDO�&RPSDQ\��KDV�OHG�WKLV�´PXOWL�/DWLQDµ�FRPSDQ\�WR�EHFRPH�
the third biggest aeronautical company in the world, and it has managed to place a large num-
ber of its products in CEE countries. On this subject, it is worth highlighting the Polish airline 
/27��ZKLFK�KDV� UHQHZHG� WKH�PDMRULW\� RI� LWV� ÁHHW�PRVWO\�ZLWK�%UD]LOLDQ� SODQHV��(PEUDHU� KDV�
also signed technology cooperation agreements with the Czech company Aero Vodochody for 
WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�DQG�SURGXFWLRQ�RI�D�PLOLWDU\�WUDQVSRUW�SODQH��7KHUH�DUH�RWKHU�H[DPSOHV�LQ�WKH�
PDQXIDFWXULQJ�DQG�H[SRUW�RI�FRPSRQHQWV�DQG�DXWR�SDUWV�VHFWRU��ZKLFK�HQWHU� LQ�YDOXH�FKDLQV�
GHVWLQHG�IRU�WKH�ÀQDO�VDOH�RI�WKH�ÀQLVKHG�FDU�DQG�ZKLFK�DUH�H[DPLQHG�LQ�D�ODWHU�VHFWLRQ�

The Central and Eastern European countries are similar regarding the composition of their GDP 
and the active population dedicated to each productive sector. Bearing in mind these three basic 
sectors of the economy, we can determine some common features.

:LWK�WKH�H[FHSWLRQ�RI�%XOJDULD�DQG�5RPDQLD��ZKLFK�DUH�FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�ORZHU�*'3�SHU�FDSLWD��
WKH�RWKHU�FRXQWULHV�GR�QRW�HYHQ�UHDFK����RI�*'3�FRPLQJ�IURP�WKH�DJULFXOWXUDO�VHFWRU��7KH�DYHU�
DJH�VKDUH�RI�WKLV�VHFWRU�RI�*'3�LV������DQG�����RI�WKH�DFWLYH�SRSXODWLRQ��EHDULQJ�LQ�PLQG�WKH�
GLVWRUWLRQ�5RPDQLD�FUHDWHV���+RZHYHU��FRPSDUHG�WR�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ��WKH�&((�
countries continue to have a larger agricultural component than the average. However, it is far 
ORZHU�WKDQ�WKRVH�VKRZQ�E\�IRU�H[DPSOH�$UJHQWLQD���������3HUX��������RU�%UD]LO��������

7KH�HQWU\�RI�WKH�&((�FRXQWULHV�LQWR�WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ�LQ��������FUHDWHG�D�OHYHO�RI�XQFHUWDLQW\�
DPRQJ�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�DJULFXOWXUDO�H[SRUWHUV�VLQFH��DGGHG�WR�WKH�SURWHFWLRQLVW�SROLF\�RI�(XURSH�
WKURXJK�WKH�&$3��&RPPRQ�$JULFXOWXUDO�3ROLF\������FRXQWULHV�ZHUH�MRLQLQJ�ZLWK�DQ�DJULFXOWXUDO�

Table 1: GDP composition (%)

Country Agricultural 
sector

Industrial sector Service sector GDP per capita 
2012

Bulgaria 6.7 (7.1) 33 (35,2) 62 (57) 6.978

Slovakia 3,1 (7,1) 30,8 (27) 67 (69,4) 16.847

Slovenia 2,8 (2,2) 28,9 (35) 68,3 (62,8) 22.000

Estonia 3,9 (4,2) 30 (20,2) 66,1 (75,6) 16.717

Hungary 3,4 (7,1) 28 (29,7) 68 (63,2) 12.531

Latvia 4,9 (8,8) 25,7 (24) 69,4 (67,2) 14.008

Poland 4,3 (12,9) 33,4 (30,2) 62,3 (57) 12.708

Czech Republic 2,2 (3,1) 39,6 (38,6) 58,2 (58,3) 18.683

Romania 10,8 (31,6) 37,4 (22,1) 51,8 (47,3) 9.036

Average 4,5 (10,1) 31,5 (29,7) 64,1 (63,1) 14.369

Source: CIA World Factbook and World Bank DataBank)9

9 �7KH�GDWD�FRUUHVSRQGV�WR������������DQG������HTXDOO\��7KH�LGHD�RI�WKLV�WDEOH�LV�WR�JLYH�D�JHQHUDO�LGHD�RI�WKH�FRPSRVLWLRQ�DQG� 

 importance of each sector, not to analyse precise data.
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SRWHQWLDO�ZKLFK�FRXOG�HQGDQJHU�FRQWLQXHG�WUDGH�ÁRZV�LQ�WKLV�VHFWRU�IURP�/$&�FRXQWULHV��([SHUL-
ence has shown that these fears were largely unfounded.

:KLOH�LQ�WKHRU\�LW�FRXOG�EH�VDLG�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�FRPSHWLWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�&((�DQG�/$&�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�
agricultural sector, regarding the Western European market, this is not so clear when the com-
SRVLWLRQ�RI�ÁRZV�LV�REVHUYHG��7KH�PDLQ�DJULFXOWXUDO�SURGXFWV�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�VHQGV�WR�(XURSH�DUH�
SURGXFWV�ZLWK�D�ORZ��RU�UHDVRQDEOH��LPSRUW�GXW\��ZKHWKHU�À[HG�RU�VHDVRQDO��DQG�ZKLFK�DUH�JH-
QHUDOO\�QRW�DYDLODEOH�²�RU�QRW�DW�WKH�VDPH�SULFH�²�LQ�WKH�(XURSHDQ�PDUNHW��VXJDU�FDQH��EDQDQDV��
WURSLFDO�IUXLW��FRFRD�EHDQV��VR\D��DQG�GHULYDWLYHV���FRIIHH�EHDQV��EHHI��IDUP�DQLPDOV��OHDWKHU�

As for the CEE countries, the composition of the most important agricultural products is dif-
IHUHQW��,Q�JHQHUDO�WKH\�SURGXFH�DQG�H[SRUW�SURGXFWV�OLNH�SRWDWRHV��HJJV��PDL]H��SRUN�DQG�²�LQ�
VRPH�FDVHV�²�GDLU\�SURGXFWV��2QH�RI�WKH�DJULFXOWXUDO�SURGXFWV�WKDW�PLJKW�FUHDWH�FRPSHWLWLRQ�EH�
WZHHQ�ERWK�UHJLRQV��PRUH�VSHFLÀFDOO\�EHWZHHQ�6RXWK�$PHULFDQ�FRXQWULHV�DQG�FRXQWULHV�VXFK�DV�
3RODQG��LV�ZKHDW��,QWUD�(8�WUDGH�LV�GRQH�IUHHO\�²�DQG�ZLWK�WKH�SURWHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�&$3�²�ZKLOH�WKH�
HQWU\�RI�ZKHDW�IURP�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�IDFHV�WD[�DQG�FXVWRPV�GLIÀFXOWLHV�WKDW�LQFUHDVH�WKH�ÀQDO�FRVW�

0LQLQJ�LV�D�YHU\�LPSRUWDQW�VHFWRU�LQ�/$&��PDLQO\�LQ�6RXWK�$PHULFD��DV�ZHOO�DV�LQ�&((�FRXQWULHV��
&KLOH�LV�WKH�OHDGLQJ�FRSSHU�SURGXFHU�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��0H[LFR�WKH�OHDGLQJ�VLOYHU�SURGXFHU�DQG�3HUX�
the second, Bolivia has large deposits of lead, zinc, antimony, cadmium and gold. Brazil is the 
ZRUOG¶V�WKLUG�ELJJHVW�SURGXFHU�RI�PDQJDQHVH��2QO\�LQ�������RI�WKH�86�������ELOOLRQ�JRLQJ�LQWR�
PLQLQJ�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG��86�����ELOOLRQ�������ZHQW�WR�/DWLQ�$PHULFD��&XUUHQWO\��DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�
WKRVH�LQYHVWPHQWV��WKH�UHJLRQ·V�SRWHQWLDO�IRU�WKLV�DFWLYLW\�FDQ�EH�VHHQ�WKURXJK�LWV�PLQHUDO�UHVHU-
YHV��/DWLQ�$PHULFD�FXUUHQWO\�KDV�����RI�WKH�ZRUOG¶V�FRSSHU�UHVHUYHV������RI�VLOYHU�UHVHUYHV��
RYHU�����RI�OLWKLXP������RI�JROG�DQG�D�VLJQLÀFDQW��DV�RI�\HW�XQGHÀQHG�SRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�ZRUOG¶V�
potassium reserves.10

,Q�&HQWUDO�DQG�(DVWHUQ�(XURSH�WKHUH�DUH�VRPH�PLQHUDO�UHVHUYHV��IRU�H[DPSOH�FRDO��ZKLFK�LQ�WKH�
case of Poland is one of its biggest natural resources and has placed it among the three most 
important producers. It is also interesting to note that one in every nine machines actively used 
LQ�PLQLQJ�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG�LV�RI�3ROLVK�RULJLQ��ZLWK�LWV�PDLQ�H[SRUW�PDUNHWV�IRU�PLQLQJ�PDFKLQHU\�
DQG�HTXLSPHQW�EHLQJ�WKH�86$��,QGLD�DQG�6RXWK�$PHULFD��3RODQG�LV�DOVR�KRPH�WR�WKH�ZRUOG¶V�
ODUJHVW�FRPSDQ\�SURGXFLQJ�VLOYHU��.*+0�3ROVND�0LHGť��11

*LYHQ�WKH�JHRJUDSKLF�GLVWDQFH��RQH�RI�WKH�PDLQ�REVWDFOHV�WR�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�H[FKDQJH�LV�
the lack of transport infrastructures. Taking into account that maritime trade represents over 
����RI�WRWDO�ZRUOG�WUDGH��WKH�ODUJH�VKLSSLQJ�FRPSDQLHV�ZKLFK�JR�IURP�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�WR�(XURSH�
�DQG�YLFH�YHUVD��KDYH�D�VHULHV�RI�HVWDEOLVKHG�DQG�À[HG�URXWHV�DQG�SRUWV�EDVHG�RQ�WKHLU�RZQ�
FRVWV�DQG�SURÀWV��,Q�JHQHUDO�WKH�ODUJH�FDUJR�VKLSV�FRPLQJ�WR�(XURSH�IURP�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DUULYH�DW�

10 KWWS���ZZZ�DEHFHE�FRP�ZHE�FRQWHQW�VKRZ��������ODWLQRDPHULFD�WLHQH�HO�PD\RU�SWRHQFLDO�PLQHUR�GHO�PXQGR�SHUR�FDGD� 

 pais-lo-aprovecha-diferente
11 Publication of the Department for the Promotion of Trade and Investment of the Polish Embassy in Buenos Aires.
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SRUWV�VXFK�DV�+DPEXUJ��5RWWHUGDP�RU�$QWZHUS��DQG�GR�QRW�PRRU�LQ�5LJD��7DOOLQQ�RU�.RSHU��)URP�
WKRVH�ODUJH�FHQWUHV�JRRGV�DUH�GLVWULEXWHG�WR�WKH�&((�FRXQWULHV��VR�WUDQVSRUW�E\�URDG�²�RU�UDLO�DW�
EHVW�²�LQFUHDVHV�WKH�SULFH�RI�WKH�ÀQDO�SURGXFW�

,W�LV�YHU\�FRPPRQ�IRU�LQWHUPHGLDULHV�WR�H[LVW�ZKR��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�LQWHUYLHZHHV��WHQG�WR�EH�ODUJH�
'XWFK�RU�*HUPDQ�FRPSDQLHV�GHGLFDWHG�WR�WKH�H[SRUW�DQG�GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�SURGXFWV�LQ�WKH�(DVWHUQ�
PDUNHWV�DQG�ZKR�À[�WKH�SULFHV��2Q�WKH�RQH�KDQG�WKLV�EHQHÀWV�ERWK�SDUWLHV�JLYHQ�WKH�JUHDWHU�
knowledge these intermediaries have of the region, but it also generates more costs than direct 
H[FKDQJH�ZRXOG��

$GGLWLRQDOO\��WKH�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�VWDWLVWLFDO�GDWD�UHSUHVHQWV�D�FRQVLGHUDEOH�SUREOHP��)URP�WKH�LQWHU-
YLHZV��ZH�KDYH�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�FRQFOXGH�WKDW�ZKHQ�H[FKDQJHV�DUH�QRW�GLUHFW�WKH�VWDWLVWLFV�RIWHQ�
HQG�XS�QRW�UHÁHFWLQJ�WKH�UHDO�WUDGH��7KDW�LV�WR�VD\���E\�ZD\�RI�DQ�H[DPSOH�²�LW�ZDV�VXJJHVWHG12 

WKDW�$UJHQWLQD�GLG�QRW�H[SRUW� OHPRQV� WR�+XQJDU\��EXW� LQ� WKH�+XQJDULDQ�PDUNHW� WKH\�DUH�YHU\�
commonly found. 

*RLQJ�WKH�RWKHU�ZD\��H[SRUW�VHFWRUV� LQ�WKH�&((�FRXQWULHV�KDYH�SRLQWHG�WR�WKH�EXUHDXFUDWLF�
GLIÀFXOWLHV�WKH\�IDFH�ZKHQ�ZDQWLQJ�WR�VHW�XS�RU�FDUU\�RXW�H[FKDQJH�ZLWK�VRPH�/$&�FRXQWULHV��
$GGHG�WR�WKLV�LV�WKH�ODFN�RI�LQWHUQDO�FRQQHFWLYLW\��LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�DQG�DGHTXDWH�WUDQVSRUW�URXWHV�
EHWZHHQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�FRXQWULHV��ZKLFK�PDNH�WKH�WUDQVIHU�RI�JRRGV�DUULYLQJ�LQ�SRUWV�PRUH�
GLIÀFXOW��9LHLUD�3RVDGD��������ULJKWO\�SRLQWV�RXW�WKDW�´RYHUFRPLQJ�REVWDFOHV�DW�WKH�ERUGHUV�LQ�
WKH�LPPHQVLW\�RI�VSDFH�LQ�6RXWK�$PHULFD�LV�D�VLQH�TXD�QRQ�FRQGLWLRQ�IRU�DFKLHYLQJ�LQWHJUDWLRQ�
IURP�WKH�UHJLRQV�DQG�UHFRYHULQJ�WKH�GHOD\�LQ�FRQVROLGDWLQJ�WUDQVERUGHU�LQWHJUDWLRQ�SURMHFWV�µ�
Additional obstacles include the different legislations, strictly intra-regional commercial obsta-
FOHV��LQ�VRPH�FDVHV�WKH�GRXEOH�FXVWRPV�WD[�RU�WKH�QRQ�WDULII�EDUULHUV��DQG�RU�PHUHO\�EXUHDX-
cratic delays.

:H�KDYH�KLJKOLJKWHG�LQ�WKH�ODVW�SRLQW�WKH�VLJQLÀFDQW�GHSHQGHQFH�RI�WKH�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�H[SRUW�
market on the activity of large companies. Generally, SMEs are of secondary importance when 
LW� FRPHV� WR� H[SRUWV�� DQG� WKH� URDG� WRZDUGV� LQWHUQDWLRQDOLVDWLRQ� LV� YHU\� GLIÀFXOW� IRU� WKHP��7KH�
QHWZRUN�RI�VPDOO�DQG�PHGLXP�VL]HG�HQWHUSULVHV� LV�PXFK�ZHDNHU� LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�WKDQ� LQ�WKH�
(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ��ZKLFK�DOVR�UHSUHVHQWV�D�SUREOHP�DV�LW�UHVWULFWV�WKH�FKDQFH�RI�H[FKDQJH�WR�ODUJH�
transnational companies in the majority of cases.

$�ÀQDO��EXW�QR�OHVV�LPSRUWDQW��GLIÀFXOW\�IRU�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�H[SRUWV�LV�WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ¶V�&$3��
:KLOH�LW�LV�WUXH�WKDW�LW�PDLQO\�DIIHFWV�6RXWK�$PHULFDQ�FRXQWULHV�²�IXQGDPHQWDOO\�%UD]LO�DQG�$UJHQ-
tina13�²�LW�LV�DQ�REVWDFOH�WKDW�H[WHQGV�WR�D�JUHDWHU�RU�OHVVHU�GHJUHH�WR�DOO�/$&�FRXQWULHV��HYHQ�
WKRVH�ZKLFK�KDYH�$JUHHPHQWV�ZLWK�WKH�(8��VXFK�DV�&KLOH�IRU�H[DPSOH��7KLV�FRXQWU\�VLJQHG�LWV�
$VVRFLDWLRQ�$JUHHPHQW�LQ�������EXW�WKLV�LV�QRZ�RXW�RI�GDWH�DQG�WKLV�FUHDWHV�VRPH�GLIÀFXOWLHV�IRU�
&KLOHDQ�H[SRUWHUV��2OLYH�RLO�LV�D�FDVH�LQ�SRLQW��LWV�HQWU\�LQWR�WKH�(8�LV�XQGHU�D�ORZ�TXRWD�DQG�D�GH-

12 0HHWLQJ�RI�$PEDVVDGRUV�LQ�WKH�,:(�RQ����-DQXDU\������

13 7KH�QRQ�FRQFOXVLRQ�RI�DQ�(8�0HUFRVXU�$JUHHPHQW�OLHV�²�WR�D�ODUJH�H[WHQW�²�LQ�WKH�ODFN�RI�DJUHHPHQW�RQ�WKLV�TXHVWLRQ�
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UHJXODWLRQ�UHJLPH��ZLWKLQ�WKH�WDULII�TXRWD��DW����\HDUV��7KH�QRUPV�DQG�TXDOLW\�VWDQGDUGV�UHTXLUHG�
for entry into the European market are also more rigorous than for other markets.

:KLOH�WKH�&((�FRXQWULHV�GR�QRW�HQFRXQWHU�GLIÀFXOWLHV�LQ�DJULFXOWXUDO�H[FKDQJH��WKH\�GR�VRPH-
times hit obstacles in their trade in industrial products: because they are generally more com-
SHWLWLYH�WKDQ�WKHLU�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�HTXLYDOHQWV�� WKH\�ZRXOG�JHQHUDWH�HQRUPRXV�ORVVHV�WR� ORFDO�
SURGXFHUV��ZKLFK�WKH�JRYHUQPHQWV�WU\�WR�DOOHYLDWH�WKURXJK�HQWU\�EDUULHUV��$�FOHDU�H[DPSOH�RI�WKLV�
VLWXDWLRQ�LV�WKH�FDVH�RI�ÀQLVKHG�FDUV�

,W� LV�DJDLQ�ZRUWK�QRWLQJ�WKDW� WKH��������FULVLV��ZKLOH�DIIHFWLQJ� LQWHU�UHJLRQDO� WUDGH��ZDV�DOVR�D�
stimulus for the search of new markets to introduce products or to invest. On this subject, both 
YDULDEOHV��WUDGH�DQG�LQYHVWPHQW��DUH�LQWLPDWHO\�UHODWHG��ZKLFK�ZH�ZLOO�H[DPLQH�DIWHU�FDUU\LQJ�RXW�
an analysis of the evolution of investments.

3.2) EVOLUTION OF INVESTMENTS
If we have started by showing the low level of trade between both regions, the level of mutual 
LQYHVWPHQW� LV�HYHQ�ORZHU��:H�DUH�UHIHUULQJ�KHUH�H[FOXVLYHO\�WR�WKH�)RUHLJQ�'LUHFW� ,QYHVWPHQW�
�)',���ZKLFK�HVWDEOLVKHV�PRUH�VWDEOH� OLQNV�DQG�QRW� WR�DQRWKHU� W\SH�RI�PRUH�YRODWLOH�ÁRZV��$W�
JOREDO�OHYHO�/$&�FDQ�EH�VDLG�WR�KDYH�UHFHLYHG�D�FRQVLGHUDEO\�JUHDWHU�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�)RUHLJQ�'L-
UHFW�,QYHVWPHQW�ÁRZV�FRPSDUHG�WR�&((�FRXQWULHV��7KH�IROORZLQJ�WDEOH�VKRZV�WKH�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�
LQYHVWPHQW�UHFHLYHG�E\�HDFK�FRXQWU\�ZLWK�UHVSHFW�WR�WKH�WRWDO�RI�ZRUOG�)',�ÁRZV�

,Q�������IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�LQ�KLVWRU\��WKH�GHYHORSLQJ�HFRQRPLHV�UHFHLYHG�PRUH�)',�WKDQ�WKH�GH-
YHORSHG�FRXQWULHV��81&7$'��:RUOG�,QYHVWPHQW�5HSRUW��������$PRQJ�WKH�WRS�WZHQW\�FRXQWULHV�
UHFHLYLQJ�LQYHVWPHQWV��ZH�ÀQG�WKUHH�IURP�6RXWK�$PHULFD��%UD]LO���WK���&KLOH����WK��DQG�&RORPELD�
���WK���$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��LQ�WKH�UDQNLQJ�RI�LQYHVWLQJ�FRXQWULHV���������RQO\�0H[LFR����WK��DQG�
&KLOH����WK��DUH�SUHVHQW��,Q�ERWK�FDVHV��WKHUH�DUH�QR�&((�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�OLVWV��ZKLFK�FRQÀUPV�
what was said in the previous paragraph.

+RZHYHU��WKHUH�DUH�FDVHV�RI�)',�IURP�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�WR�&HQWUDO�DQG�(DVWHUQ�(XURSH��DQG�YLFH�
YHUVD��0H[LFR�LV�ZLWKRXW�GRXEW�WKH�FRXQWU\�WKDW�LQYHVWV�PRVW�LQ�&((��6LQFH�������LW�KDV�KDG�D�
VXEVLGLDU\�RI�&(0(;��FRQVWUXFWLRQ��LQ�+XQJDU\�ZLWK�����HPSOR\HHV�DQG�DJHQFLHV�LQ�3RODQG��
/DWYLD��DQG�WKH�&]HFK�5HSXEOLF��$QRWKHU�ODUJH�0H[LFDQ�LQYHVWPHQW�ZDV�WKH�ÀUP�1(0$.��ZKLFK�
is the world leader in the production of aluminium injections, with plants in Slovakia, Czech Re-
SXEOLF��3RODQG��DQG�+XQJDU\��.$7&21��FDU�SDUWV��KDV�VHW�XS�D�VXEVLGLDU\�LQ�3RODQG��DQG�6(,6$�
�GHYLFHV�IRU�PHGLFDO�XVH��KDV�D�VHULHV�RI�LQYHVWPHQWV�LQ�6ORYDNLD�

,Q%HY��EHHU��DQG�6DEy��DXWR�SDUWV��VWDQG�RXW�DV�ELJ�%UD]LOLDQ�LQYHVWPHQWV�LQ�+XQJDU\��ZKLFK�MRLQ�
VHYHUDO�DJHQFLHV�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�RWKHU�ÀUPV�VXFK�DV�-%6��9RWRUDQWLP��%*�0DUNHW�DQG�*HUGDX��
among others. In 2012 Stefanini, a Brazilian technology company, entered the Polish market, 
VHWWLQJ�XS�RIÀFHV�LQ�.UDNRZ��,Q�6ORYDNLD�WKHUH�LV�D�VXEVLGLDU\�RI�WKH�%UD]LOLDQ�FRPSDQ\�(PEUDFR�
�KHUPHWLF�FRPSUHVVRUV���ZKLFK�FXUUHQWO\�KDV�QHDUO\������ZRUNHUV��H[SRUWLQJ� WR�DOO�RI�(XURSH�
DQG�WKH�86$��,Q�WKH�VDPH�FRXQWU\��&5:�3OiVWLFRV�DQG�0LFUR�-XQWDV�DUH�DOVR�HVWDEOLVKHG��



25

Table 2a: Investments received over the world total (%)

Country / Year 2010 2011 2012

Argentina 0,557 0,598 0,929

Bolivia 0,046 0,046 0,078

Brazil 3,444 4,036 4,832

Chile 1,091 1,388 2,245

Colombia 0,480 0,814 1,171

Costa Rica 0,104 0,131 0,168

Dominican Rep. 0,135 0,138 0,267

Ecuador 0,012 0,039 0,043

El Salvador 0,008 0,023 0,038

Guatemala 0,057 0,062 0,089

Honduras 0,069 0,061 0,078

Mexico 1,517 1,302 0,937

Panama 0,168 0,167 0,224

Paraguay 0,016 0,013 0,024

Peru 0,600 0,498 0,906

Surinam -0,018 0,004 0,005

Trinidad 0,039 0,111 0,187

Uruguay 0,163 0,152 0,201

Venezuela 0,131 0,229 0,238

Total ALC 8,619 9,819 12,660

Own table (Source: UNCTAD)

Table 2b: CEE investments received (percentage of  world total)

País / Año 2010 2011 2012

Bulgaria 0,108 0,111 0,141

Czech Rep. 0,436 0,140 0,784

Estonia 0,114 0,016 0,109

Hungary 0,154 0,349 0,997

Latvia 0,027 0,089 0,073

Lithuania 0,057 0,088 0,062

Poland 0,985 1,145 0,248

Rumania 0,209 0,153 0,166

Slovakia 0,126 0,130 0,209

Slovenia 0,025 0,061 0,011

Total ECO 2,240 2,280 2,800

Own table (Source: UNCTAD)
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*RLQJ� WKH� RWKHU�ZD\�� LQ� %UD]LO� WKHUH� LV� WKH� 3ROLVK� FRPSDQ\�6HOHQD� �6HOHQD�6XGDPHULFDQD��
belonging to the chemical sector, which has a production and distribution centre in the city of 
3RQWD�*URVVD�²�3DUDQi�²�DQG� WKH�FRPSDQ\�/8*� �HOHFWULF�OLJKWLQJ�VHFWRU���ZKLFK�RSHQHG� LWV�
%UD]LO�KHDGTXDUWHUV�LQ�WKH�FLW\�RI�6mR�3DXOR�LQ�$SULO�������$OVR�RI�QRWH�LQ�%UD]LO�LV�WKH�+XQJDULDQ�
SKDUPDFHXWLFDO�ÀUP�5LFKWHU�*HGHRQ��ZKLFK�DW�WKH�HQG�RI������DFTXLUHG�����RI�1H[W�3KDUPD�
5HSUHVHQWDomR��DQG�VRRQ�WKH�FRPSDQ\�ZLOO�EH�FDOOHG�*HGHRQ�5LFKWHU�GR�%UDVLO��7KLV�FRPSDQ\�
IROORZHG�D�VLPLODU� URXWH�ZKHQ�VHWWLQJ�XS� LQ�0H[LFR�� LW�DFTXLUHG�����RI�VKDUHV� LQ�'1$�3KDU-
PDFHXWLFDOV��DQG�LW�ZLOO�DOVR�ODWHU�EH�UHQDPHG�*HGHRQ�5LFKWHU�0p[LFR��:H�PLJKW�DOVR�PHQWLRQ�
RWKHU�H[DPSOHV�RI�LPSRUWDQW�(DVWHUQ�(XURSHDQ�FRPSDQLHV�ZLWK�GLIIHUHQW�LQYHVWPHQWV�LQ�/DWLQ�
$PHULFD��VXFK�DV�3RODULWDV�*0��+XQJDU\���$VWUD�$VLJXUDUL��5RPDQLD���:ROI�*URXS�²�.ULPHOWH�²
�(VWRQLD���+LGULD�3HUOHV��6ORYHQLD��RU�WKH�DIRUHPHQWLRQHG�.*+0�3ROVND�0LHGť��3RODQG���ZKLFK�
in 2012 invested 3 billion dollars in Chile.

7KH�H[SORLWDWLRQ�RI�QDWXUDO�UHVRXUFHV�LQ�6RXWK�$PHULFD�LV�XQGRXEWHGO\�D�VHFWRU�WKDW�GUDZV�D�ORW�
RI�DWWHQWLRQ�IURP�WKH�&((�FRXQWULHV��:H�KDYH�VHHQ�DV�WKH�FOHDUHVW�H[DPSOH�WKH�PXOWLPLOOLRQ�
GROODU�LQYHVWPHQW�RI�3ROLVK�FRPSDQ\�.*+0�3ROVND�0LHGť�LQ�&KLOH�

It is important to mention that while the companies that have set up in either region are very di-
verse, in general the sectors are not so much. In both regions, mutual investments focus funda-
PHQWDOO\�RQ�WKH�DXWRPRWLYH�VHFWRU��SULPDU\�SURGXFWV�DQG�WKH�H[SORLWDWLRQ�RI�PLQHUDO�UHVRXUFHV��
Also of note are some technology and software-based companies.

,Q�JHQHUDO�WHUPV��LW�FDQ�EH�VKRZQ�WKDW�PXWXDO�LQYHVWPHQW�LV�LQ�DQ�H[SORUDWRU\�SKDVH�DQG�KDV�
enormous potential for growth and development. Trade and investment are closely related, as 
ZH�ZLOO�VHH�ODWHU��DQG�LW�LV�KHUH�WKDW�/$&�DQG�&((�FRXQWULHV�PD\�ÀQG�SURGXFWLRQ�QLFKHV�RI�EHQHÀW�
to both regions. Sectors like mining or auto parts and car production are those which a priori 
seem the most relevant, although the pharmaceutical sector has been highlighted by several 
SHRSOH�ZH�LQWHUYLHZHG�DV�D�VHFWRU�ZLWK�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�PLG�WHUP�SRWHQWLDO�

The concrete cases of investment discussed here have basically occurred in the last decade, 
DQG�PRUH�VSHFLÀFDOO\�LQ�WKH�ODVW�����\HDUV��VKRZLQJ�WKDW�WKH�WUHQG�LV�RQ�WKH�ULVH��DOEHLW�VWLOO�YHU\�

Own graph (Source: UNCTAD)

Figure 6: Investments received (percentage of world total)
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much concentrated in one group of countries and overly sectorised. Table 3 shows a non-
H[KDXVWLYH�FKURQRORJLFDO�OLVW�RI�D�VHULHV�RI�LPSRUWDQW�PXWXDO�LQYHVWPHQWV�

:LWK�UHVSHFW�WR�)RUHLJQ�'LUHFW�,QYHVWPHQWV�EHWZHHQ�&((�DQG�/$&�FRXQWULHV�WKUHH�ODUJH�EXVL-
QHVV�W\SHV�FDQ�EH�LGHQWLÀHG��(OWHWR���������7KH�ELJ�PXOWLQDWLRQDOV�14 which make their invest-
PHQWV�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�IUDJPHQWDWLRQ�RI�SURGXFWLRQ�LQ�*OREDO�9DOXH�&KDLQV��*9&��VHHNLQJ�WR�PD-
[LPLVH�WKHLU�FRPSHWLWLYLW\�GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�FRPSDUDWLYH�DGYDQWDJH��ODUJH�FRPSDQLHV�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�
QDWLRQDO�RU�UHJLRQDO�KHDGTXDUWHUV�WR�ZLQ�PDUNHWV�VDYLQJ�WKH�FRVWV�RI�FXVWRPV�WDULIIV�DQG�RWKHU�
QRQ�WDULII�EDUULHUV��DQG�WKLUGO\��D�PRUH�KHWHURJHQHRXV�JURXS�RI�VPDOO�DQG�PHGLXP�VL]HG�HQWHUSUL-
ses which are either seeking internationalisation in order to grow in one particular market niche, 
or following other big forms as suppliers. 

7KH� ÀUVW� WZR� W\SHV� FXUUHQWO\� WDNH� SUHFHGHQFH� LQ� UHODWLRQV� VLQFH� WKLV� W\SH� RI� FRPSDQLHV� KDV� 
greater autonomy in their strategies and study departments to develop them. Their decisions 

Table 3: Investing companies from CEE/LAC in LAC/CEE

Name Sector Origin Establishment Year

Hidria Perles Tools Slovenia Ecuador 1975

Sabó Autoparts Brazil Hungary 1997

Embraco Autoparts Brazil Slovakia 1999

Hidria Perles Tools Slovenia Colombia 2002

Nemak Autoparts Mexico Czech Rep.* 2003

Selena Chemicals Poland Brazil 2004

Cemex Construction Mexico Hungary 2005

Seisa Medicine Mexico Slovakia 2006

InBev Food Brazil Hungary 2006

Neoris (Cemex) Software Mexico Hungary 2006

Katcom Autoparts Mexico Poland 2009

FM Group Cosmetics Poland Brazil 2010

Stefanini Technology Brazil Poland 2012

KGHM Polska 
Miedź

Mining Poland Chile 2012

Richter Gedeon Pharmaceutical Hungary Brazil / Mexico 2013

WolfGroup  
(Krimelte)

Construction 
(Chemicals)

Estonia Brazil 2013

LUG Electricity /  
Lighting

Poland Brazil 2013

Own table (Source: corporate websites) /*Also has establishments in Hungary / Slovakia / Poland

14 ,Q�WKH�FDVH�RI�LQYHVWLQJ�FRPSDQLHV�IURP�/$&�LW�FDQ�EH�REVHUYHG�WKDW�WKHVH�DUH�ELJ�PXOWLQDWLRQDOV��NQRZQ�DV�µ0XOWLODWLQDV�µ� 

� 2Q�WKLV�VXEMHFW��/RXUGHV�&DVDQRYD·V�ÀQGLQJV�DUH�ZRUWK�PHQWLRQLQJ��&DVDQRYD��/��������µ*OREDO�/DWLQDV��(PHUJLQJ� 

� 0XOWLQDWLRQDOV�IURP�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�µ�3DOJUDYH�0DFPLOODQ�
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are taken based on well-established parameters assessing all type of costs, regulatory frame-
works, legal security and potential markets among others, such as those taken into account to 
create the Doing Business ranking. The following table shows the great disparity of situations 
DPRQJ�WKH�FRXQWULHV�RI�ERWK�UHJLRQV��,W�LV�ZRUWK�QRWLQJ�WKDW�WKH�ÀUVW�IRXU�/$&�FRXQWULHV�RQ�WKH�OLVW�
DUH�FXUUHQW�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�3DFLÀF�$OOLDQFH��DQG�WKH�ÀIWK��3DQDPD��LV�DQ�REVHUYHU�FRXQWU\�DQG�
candidate to become a full member.

Another motivating factor for investing that can be clearly seen in the investments between the 
&((�DQG�/$&�LV�WKH�H[SORLWDWLRQ�RI�VWUDWHJLF�QDWXUDO�UHVRXUFHV�IRU�D�FHUWDLQ�LQGXVWU\��$V�PHQ�
tioned, this is a fundamental factor for the location of investments in countries rich in resources 
OLNH�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�/$&�FRXQWULHV�

As for small and medium-sized enterprises, to invest in little known markets as well as support 
WKH\�UHTXLUH�SURPRWLRQ�DQG�SURWHFWLRQ�SROLFLHV��HLWKHU�RQ�WKH�SDUW�RI�JRYHUQPHQWV��RU�RQ�WKH�SDUW�
RI�WKH�(8��ZKLFK�DUH�FXUUHQWO\�LQVXIÀFLHQWO\�GHYHORSHG�DQG�ZLOO�EH�DQDO\VHG�LQ�ODWHU�FKDSWHUV��

3.3) GLOBAL VALUE CHAINS 

7RGD\��DURXQG�����RI�ZRUOG�WUDGH�UHYROYHV�DURXQG�LQWHUPHGLDWH�JRRGV�DQG�VHUYLFHV�WKDW�DUH�
incorporated at different stages of the productive process. The fragmentation of the production 
process and the international dispersion of tasks and activities have led to the emergence of 
global production systems. 

,Q�WXUQ��D�YHU\�VLJQLÀFDQW�SDUW�RI�WUDGH��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�UDZ�PDWHULDOV�RU�QDWXUDO�UHVRXUFHV��LV�GULYHQ�
E\�ODUJH�FURVV�ERUGHU�LQYHVWPHQW�E\�H[WUDFWLYH�LQGXVWULHV�RSUHDWLQJ�DW�JOREDO�OHYHO�WKURXJK�LQWHU-
QDWLRQDO�ÀUPV��7KH�VHDUFK�RI�IRUHLJQ�PDUNHWV�E\�WKHVH�FRPSDQLHV�WKURXJK�)',�DOVR�JHQHUDWHV�
WUDGH��JHQHUDOO\� UHSODFLQJ� WUDGH�FDUULHG�RXW� LQ�FRPSHWLWLYH�FRQGLWLRQV� IRU� LQWUD�ÀUP� WUDGH��%H-
cause of this, international trade and investment are very much linked through these production 

Table 4: “Doing Business 2014” Ranking (2013 data)

Position Country Position Country Position Country

17 Lithuania 54 Hungary 116 Brazil

22 Estonia 55 Panama 117 Dominican Rep.

24 Latvia 58 Bulgaria 118 El Salvador

33 Slovenia 66 Trinidad 126 Argentina

34 Chile 73 Rumania 127 Honduras

42 Peru 75 Czech Rep. 135 Ecuador

43 Colombia 79 Guatemala 161 Surinam

45 Poland 88 Uruguay 162 Bolivia

49 Slovakia 102 Costa Rica 181 Venezuela

53 Mexico 109 Paraguay

Own table (Source: ”Doing Business 2014 Report“)
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networks. These value chains, be they intra-company, regional or global, are known as Global 
9DOXH�&KDLQV��*9&���)HUUDQGR��������

These GVCs are generally coordinated by transnational corporations, which look for greater 
HIÀFLHQF\�LQ�WKHLU�SURGXFWLYH�V\VWHP��DQG�LW�FRXOG�EH�VDLG�WRGD\�WKDW�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�SURGXFWV�DQG�
VHUYLFHV�DUH�´0DGH�LQ�:RUOGµ��)HUUDQGR���������

7KH�JHRJUDSKLF� IUDJPHQWDWLRQ�RI� WKH�SURGXFWLRQ�SURFHVV�FRQVWLWXWHV�RQH�RI� WKH�PRVW� VLJQLÀ-
cant transformations of the international economy in recent decades. The dazzling advances in 
technology and telecommunications, added to the reduction in freight costs and a generalised 
transition towards the liberalisation of trade and investment, are a strong incentive for the geo-
JUDSKLF�VHJPHQWDWLRQ�RI�SURGXFWLYH�SURFHVVHV��:RUOG�(FRQRPLF�)RUXP��������

The possibility of companies integrating into a GVC through specialisation and competitiveness 
LQ�D�VSHFLÀF�DFWLYLW\�DQG�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�LQ�WKH�ZKROH�SURGXFWLRQ�FKDLQ�KDV�RSHQHG�XS�HQGOHVV�
RSSRUWXQLWLHV� IRU�GHYHORSLQJ�DQG�PLGGOH�LQFRPH�FRXQWULHV� OLNH� WKH�/$&�DQG�DOVR�PRVW�RI� WKH�
QHZ�(8�PHPEHUV��&((���/DQ]��������6]DODYHW]���������+RZHYHU��RYHU�����RI�*'3�LQ�/DWLQ�
America is produced by large companies, while in the developed economies of the OECD, the 
FRQWULEXWLRQ�RI�ODUJH�FRPSDQLHV�WR�*'3�LV�RQO\������:KHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�LQWHUQDWLRQDOLVDWLRQ��WKH�
VLWXDWLRQ�RI� WKH�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�60(V�LV�HYHQ� OHVV� IDYRXUDEOH��DV� WKHLU�GLUHFW�RU� LQGLUHFW� OLQNV�
ZLWK�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�PDUNHWV�WKURXJK�H[SRUWV�DUH�VFDUFH��7KHVH�ZHDN�FRQQHFWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�/DWLQ�
$PHULFDQ�60(V�DQG�WKH�QDWLRQDO�DQG�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�YDOXH�FKDLQV�H[SODLQ��WR�D�ODUJH�H[WHQW��WKH�
ORZ�OHYHOV�RI�ZRUNIRUFH�SURGXFWLYLW\��$YHQGDxR��������

Source: UNCTAD, 2013
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6WLOO��ZLWKLQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�WKH�GLIIHUHQFHV�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WKH�SRVLWLRQ�RI�FRPSDQLHV�ZLWKLQ�D�*9&�DUH�
LPSRUWDQW��:KLOH�LQ�6RXWK�$PHULFD��JLYHQ�WKH�ORZHU�DGGHG�YDOXH�RQ�H[SRUWV��FRPSDQLHV�SRVLWLRQ�
themselves more as raw materials suppliers than generators of added value, in Central Ameri-
FD�WKH�WUHQG�LV�GLIIHUHQW��SDUWLFXODUO\�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�VSHFLÀF�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�0H[LFR��7KLV�LV�DOVR�
VKRZQ�E\�WKH�SUHYLRXVO\�FLWHG�81&7$'�UHSRUW��ZKLFK�VWDWHV�WKDW�WKH�ELJJHVW�IRUHLJQ�DGGHG�YD-
lue contribution in trade is in Central America, East Asia and South-East Asia, where processing 
LQGXVWULHV�PDNH�XS�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�SDUW�RI�H[SRUWV��)RUHLJQ�DGGHG�YDOXH�LQ�H[SRUWV�LV�PXFK�ORZHU�
LQ�$IULFD�DQG�6RXWK�$PHULFD�ZKHUH�H[SRUWV�RI�QDWXUDO�UHVRXUFHV�DQG�FRPPRGLWLHV�ZLWK�OLPLWHG�
LQFRUSRUDWLRQ�RI�LPSRUWHG�FRQVXPDEOHV�SOD\�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�UROH��)HUUDQGR��������

,Q� WKH�FRQFUHWH�FDVH�RI� UHODWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG� WKH�&((�FRXQWULHV��D�VHULHV�RI�
LVRODWHG�H[DPSOHV�UHÁHFW�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�*9&V�LQYROYLQJ�FRPSDQLHV�IURP�ERWK�UHJLRQV�IRU�WKH�
SURGXFWLRQ�DQG�RU�FRPPHUFLDOLVDWLRQ�RI�D�FHUWDLQ�ÀQDO�SURGXFW��7KH�PRVW�UHOHYDQW�RI�WKHVH�FRQ-
FHUQ�WKH�SURGXFWLRQ�DQG�VDOHV�RI�DXWR�SDUWV�DQG�ÀQLVKHG�FDUV��DV�LV�WKH�FDVH�RI�9RONVZDJHQ��D�
FDVH�VWXG\�RI�ZKLFK�IHDWXUHV�LQ�RQH�RI�WKH�SURMHFW�SDSHUV�WKDW�IRUPV�SDUW�RI�WKH�RQ�OLQH�$QQH[HV�
WR�WKLV�SURMHFW��7XU\��������

7KH�9RONVZDJHQ�JURXS�LV�WKH�ZRUOG¶V�WKLUG�ELJJHVW�DXWRPRWLYH�FRPSDQ\�LQ�WHUPV�RI�SURGXFWLRQ�
DQG�KDV�SODQWV�ERWK�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD��$UJHQWLQD��%UD]LO�DQG�0H[LFR��DQG�LQ�&((�FRXQWULHV��3R-
ODQG��+XQJDU\��&]HFK�5HSXEOLF�DQG�6ORYDNLD���$XGL�$*�EHORQJV�WR�WKH�9RONVZDJHQ�JURXS�DQG�
KDV�RQH�RI�WKH�ELJJHVW�SODQWV�LQ�WHUPV�RI�GHYHORSPHQW��SURGXFWLRQ�DQG�VDOHV�RI�ÀQLVKHG�HQJLQHV�
LQ�WKH�FLW\�RI�*\|U��+XQJDU\���,Q�WKH�ODVW�GHFDGH�LW�KDV�VLJQLÀFDQWO\�H[SDQGHG�SURGXFWLRQ�DQG�
KDG�D�FORVH�FRPPHUFLDO�UHODWLRQVKLS�²�LQWUD�ÀUP�²�ZLWK�9RONVZDJHQ�GR�%UDVLO��9RONVZDJHQ�GH�
0p[LFR��DQG�9RONVZDJHQ�$UJHQWLQD��+RZHYHU�� WRGD\� LW�KDV�VWUHQJWKHQHG� LWV� UHODWLRQVKLS�²� LQ�
/$&�²�DOPRVW�SXUHO\�DQG�H[FOXVLYHO\�ZLWK�WKH�0H[LFR�VXEVLGLDU\��JLYHQ�WKH�JHRJUDSKLF�SUR[LPLW\�
RI�WKH�86�PDUNHW��7KH�0H[LFDQ�KHDGTXDUWHUV�DOVR�VHQG�VHPL�ÀQLVKHG�HQJLQHV�WR�WKH�+XQJDULDQ�
subsidiary.

,W�LV�ZRUWK�KLJKOLJKWLQJ�WKDW�QRW�DOO�VXEVLGLDULHV�DOZD\V�IXOÀO�WKH�VDPH�UROH�LQ�WKH�*9&��GHSHQGLQJ�
RQ�WKH�VSHFLÀF�PRGHO�RI�YHKLFOH�EHLQJ�SURGXFHG��%HDULQJ�LQ�PLQG�WKDW�WKH�*\|U�VXEVLGLDU\��$XGL�
+XQJDULD��LV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�SRVW�IRU�WHFKQRORJLFDO�GHYHORSPHQW��WKHUH�LV�DOVR�FXUUHQWO\�FRRSHUD�
WLRQ�LQ�WKDW�DUHD�ZLWK�WKH�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�VXEVLGLDULHV��ZKLFK�LV�VWLOO�FDUULHG�RXW�XQGHU�WKH�FRRUGL-
nation of Volkswagen AG.

$�VLPLODU�FDVH�LV�WKDW�RI�WKH�DXWRPRWLYH�FRPSDQ\�5HQDXOW�� ,WV�6ORYHQLDQ�VXEVLGLDU\�H[SRUWV�D�
VHULHV�RI�PRGHOV�WR�)UDQFH��ZKHUH�WKH\�DUH�ÀQLVKHG�DQG�WKHQ�H[SRUWHG�WR�VXEVLGLDULHV�LQ�/DWLQ�
$PHULFD��JRLQJ�GRZQ�LQ�WKH�ÀQDO�FRXQW�DV�WUDGH�EHWZHHQ�)UDQFH�DQG�WKH�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�FRXQWU\�
LQ�TXHVWLRQ�

The importance of GVCs is in their ability to mobilise large investments, but especially in their 
capacity to promote the transfer of cutting-edge technology and in breathing new life into the 
ORFDO�HFRQRPLF�IDEULF��)URP�WKH�FDVH�VWXG\�DQG�WKH�VXUYH\V�FDUULHG�RXW�LW�EHFRPHV�FOHDU�WKDW��
when determining their location, investments related to GVCs take great care of factors such 
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DV�LPSRUW�DQG�H[SRUW�WDULIIV�DQG�RWKHU�EDUULHUV��VXFK�DV�UXOHV�RQ�WKH�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�RULJLQ�RI�QD-
WLRQDO�FRPSRQHQWV�RI�D�SURGXFW��KHQFH�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�IUHH�WUDGH�DJUHHPHQWV��)RU�H[DPSOH��
0H[LFR¶V� VLJQLQJ�RI� WKH�1RUWK�$PHULFDQ�)UHH�7UDGH�$JUHHPHQW� LQ������DQG� WKH�$VVRFLDWLRQ�
$JUHHPHQW�ZLWK�WKH�(8�LQ������KDG�D�´WULDQJXODWLRQµ�HIIHFW�RI�LQYHVWPHQW�DQG�WUDGH�DWWUDFWLQJ�
ELJ�(XURSHDQ�ÀUPV�WR�LQYHVW�LQ�0H[LFR�DV�D�SODWIRUP�IRU�HQWU\�LQWR�WKH�1RUWK�$PHULFDQ�PDUNHW�
�%DFDULD�DQG�2VRULR���������HYHQ�WKRXJK�WKH\�ZHUH�EDVLFDOO\�PXOWLQDWLRQDO�FRPSDQLHV�FRPLQJ�
from Western Europe.
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4   LEGAL-INSTITUTIONAL FRAME-
WORK OF RELATIONS WITH THE EU

7KH�DFFHVVLRQ�RI�WKH�&((�FRXQWULHV�WR�WKH�(8�PHDQW�D�FRPSOHWH�WXUQDURXQG�LQ�WKH�VWUDWHJLF�DQG�
OHJDO�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�IUDPHZRUN�RI�WKHLU�UHODWLRQV�ZLWK�WKH�/$&�FRXQWULHV��)URP�KDYLQJ�D�ELODWHUDO�
DQG�JHQHUDOO\�ZHDN�UHODWLRQVKLS��DSDUW�IURP�WKH�ELJ�FRXQWULHV���WKHUH�ZDV�D�VKLIW�WR�WKH�EL�UHJLRQDO�
Strategic Partnership framework that had developed over several decades and was institutiona-
OLVHG�DIWHU�WKH������5LR�6XPPLW��7KLV�SDUWQHUVKLS�FRQVLVWV�RI�WKUHH�SLOODUV��SROLWLFDO�GLDORJXH��WKH�
network of agreements through which preferential trade areas of different degrees of openness 
KDYH�EHHQ�HVWDEOLVKHG��DQG� WKLUGO\� WKH� UHJLRQDO�DQG�ELODWHUDO�GHYHORSPHQW�SURJUDPPHV��7KH�
CEE countries had to adapt their policies to that previously established framework.

4.1) POLITICAL DIALOGUE
As shown in some case studies and in several interviews, the inclusion in the political dialogue 
RI�WKH�(8�/$&�6XPPLWV15�PHDQW�LQFRUSRUDWLQJ�D�SUHYLRXVO\�LQH[LVWHQW�FRQVXOWDWLRQ�PHFKDQLVP��
On the one hand, the Summits allow for direct contact between leaders, contributing to the  
UHGXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�KLJK�OHYHOV�RI�PXWXDO�LJQRUDQFH�WKDW�H[LVW�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR�JURXSV�RI�FRXQWULHV��
But it is also true that participation in the debates on cooperation priorities and strategies and 
in the negotiations of agreements has contributed to the generation of own bilateral policies��  
EHWZHHQ�WKH�/$&�DQG�&((�FRXQWULHV�LQ�D�SURFHVV�WKDW�KDV�EHHQ�TXDOLÀHG�DV�WKH�(XURSHDQLVD-
WLRQ�RI�IRUHLJQ�SROLF\��5XDQR���������

,Q� WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�FDVHV� WKH�&((�FRXQWULHV��DV� UHFHQW�DUULYDOV��DUH�PRUH� ´SROLF\�WDNHUVµ� WKDQ�
´SROLF\�PDNHUVµ�LQ�TXHVWLRQV�UHODWHG�WR�/$&��EXW�WKHUH�DUH�VXEMHFWV�ZKHUH�WKH\�WDNH�PRUH�DVVHU-
tive positions, which clearly happens in the case of relations with Cuba. In general, interviewees 
IURP�ERWK�&((�DQG�/$&�KDYH�D�SRVLWLYH�YLHZ�RI�FRQWDFWV�WKURXJK�WKH�6XPPLWV�DQG�WKH�SRVLWLYH�
role they have played in the improvement of relations, above and beyond any assessment made 
of the practical importance these meetings may have. 

15 6LQFH�WKH������6XPPLW�LQ�6DQWLDJR�GH�&KLOH��WKH�6XPPLWV�DUH�KHOG�EHWZHHQ�WKH�(8�DQG�WKH�&RPPXQLW\�RI� 

� /DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�DQG�&DULEEHDQ�6WDWHV��&(/$&��

��� )RU�H[DPSOH��WKLV�LV�WKH�FDVH�PHQWLRQHG�LQ�WKH�FDVH�VWXG\�RQ�3RODQG��%UXG]LQVND�DQG�5RVWRZVND��������� 

� DQG�LV�DOVR�PHQWLRQHG�UHJDUGLQJ�+XQJDU\�LQ�WKH�SDSHU�E\�0HLVHO��������
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,W�LV�VWLOO�WRR�HDUO\�WR�DVVHVV�WKH�HIIHFW�RI�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�&(/$&�DQG�WKH�VHWWLQJ�XS�RI�WKH�(X-
URSHDQ�([WHUQDO�$FWLRQ�6HUYLFH�RQ�UHODWLRQV��EXW�WKH\�VKRXOG�FRQWULEXWH�WR�WKH�VWUHQJWKHQLQJ�RI�
relations, as CEE countries with a reduced network of diplomatic representations will be able 
WR�PDNH�XVH�RI�(XURSHDQ�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV�DV�D�SODWIRUP� IRU� WKHLU�H[WHUQDO�DFWLRQ�DQG�SURPR�
tion. The coordination tasks the European representations have been assigned should serve to 
DFKLHYH�EHWWHU�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�XVH�RI�WKH�UHJLRQDO�FRRSHUDWLRQ�SURJUDPPHV��)RU�WKH�PRPHQW��D�
ÀUVW�SRVLWLYH�VWHS�KDV�EHHQ�WKH�IXOO�LQFRUSRUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�6DQWLDJR�$FWLRQ�3ODQ·V�DJHQGD�DJUHHG�
at the 2003 Summit�� into the talks on implementing the 2014-2020 Action programmes, which 
should not only contribute to improving coordination, but also particularly to a greater ownership 
of these programmes by all participants.

As well as general political dialogue, other inter-regional dialogues of sectorial nature have 
emerged, such as the dialogues on drugs, migration, social cohesion and the environment.18 
$W� WKH� LQVWLWXWLRQDO� OHYHO�� WKH� LQWHUSDUOLDPHQWDU\�PHHWLQJV�SURYLGHG�D�TXDOLWDWLYH� OHDS�ZLWK� WKH�
FUHDWLRQ�RI�WKH�(XUR�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�3DUOLDPHQWDU\�$VVHPEO\��(XUR/DW��LQ�������0HQWLRQ�VKRXOG�
also be made of the meetings and dialogues between non-state or community actors, such 
as entrepreneurs and social organisations acting in parallel.19� 7KH� FUHDWLRQ� RI� WKH� (8�/$&�
)RXQGDWLRQ��ZKRVH�REMHFWLYH�LW�LV�WR�VWUHQJWKHQ�OLQNV�EHWZHHQ�FLWL]HQV�DQG�FLYLO�RUJDQLVDWLRQV�LQ�
/$&�DQG�(XURSH��SURYLGHV�DQ�LQWHU�UHJLRQDO�LQVWLWXWLRQ�IRU�VRFLDO�GLDORJXH�DQG�FDQ�FRQWULEXWH�WR�
bringing policies closer to the social actors they directly affect and involving them in the Summit 
GLDORJXH��$OO�RI�WKLV�JHQHUDWHV�D�QHWZRUN�RI�LQWHUFRQQHFWLRQV�WKH�&((�DQG�/$&�FRXQWULHV�VKRXOG�
H[SORLW�PRUH�WR�LPSURYH�PXWXDO�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�DQG�LPSURYH�FRRSHUDWLRQ�

4.2.) AGREEMENTS BETWEEN THE EU AND LAC
7KH�(8�/$&�6WUDWHJLF�3DUWQHUVKLS��DV�ZHOO�DV�FRQVROLGDWLQJ�D�VSDFH�IRU�SROLWLFDO�FRQVXOWDWLRQ�
DQG�FRRSHUDWLRQ�� LQLWLDOO\� DLPHG�DW� WKH�JUDGXDO� HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI� D�(XUR�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�)UHH�
7UDGH�=RQH��ZKLFK�WKH�(XUR/DW�3DUOLDPHQWDU\�$VVHPEO\�SRVWSRQHG�XQWLO�´QR�ODWHU�WKDQ�����µ�
LQ� LWV� ODWHVW� UHVROXWLRQ�VHQW� WR� WKH�ÀUVW�(8�&RPPXQLW\�RI�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�DQG�&DULEEHDQ�6WD-
WHV��&(/$&��6XPPLW�LQ�6DQWLDJR��&KLOH��KHOG�RQ����DQG����-DQXDU\������20 The Association 
$JUHHPHQWV�DUH�D�GLVWLQFWLYH�(8�SURSRVDO�DQG�DUH�PRUH�SURIRXQG� WKDQ� WUDGLWLRQDO� IUHH� WUDGH�
agreements, as they comprise three pillars of the bi-regional partnership: political dialogue, 
HFRQRPLF�DQG�ÀQDQFLDO�UHODWLRQV��DQG�FRRSHUDWLRQ��1HJRWLDWLRQV�EHJDQ�ÀUVW�ZLWK�WKH�UHODWLYHO\�
PRUH�GHYHORSHG�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ��ZLWK�WKH�DLP�RI�JUDGXDOO\�H[WHQGLQJ�WKHP�DV�FRQGLWLRQV�
DOORZHG�WR�WKRVH�FRXQWULHV�OHVV�DGYDQFHG�DW�WKH�WLPH��7KHVH�WUHDWLHV��ZKLFK�LQ�(8�ODQJXDJH�DUH�

��� KWWS���ZZZ�FRQVLOLXP�HXURSD�HX�XHGRFV�FPVB'DWD�GRFV�SUHVVGDWD�(1�IRUDII��������SGI

18 All were later included in the 2010 Madrid Agenda, together with dialogues on science, research and technology and  

� HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�HPSOR\PHQW��ZKLFK�ZHUH�DGGHG�WR�WKRVH�DOUHDG\�LQ�H[LVWHQFH�

19 $�GHWDLOHG�VWXG\�RI�WKHVH�GLDORJXHV�DQG�WKHLU�FODVVLÀFDWLRQ�DSSHDUV�LQ�$OHPDQ\��&���������7KH�QXPEHU�RI�WKHVH�GLDORJXHV��  

� KDV�QRW�VWRSSHG�JURZLQJ�DQG�DW�WKH������6DQWLDJR�6XPPLW�WKH�ÀUVW�$FDGHPLF�DQG�/HJDO�6XPPLWV�DSSHDUHG�

20 5HFRPPHQGDWLRQV�RI�WKH�(XUR�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�3DUOLDPHQWDU\�$VVHPEO\��(XUR/DW��²�WKH�SDUOLDPHQWDU\�LQVWLWXWLRQ�RI�WKH� 

� EL�UHJLRQDO�6WUDWHJLF�3DUWQHUVKLS�EHWZHHQ�WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ��(8��DQG�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ��/$&��²�DW�LWV� 

� 6L[WK�2UGLQDU\�3OHQDU\�6HVVLRQ�LQ�6DQWLDJR��&KLOH�IURP����WR����-DQXDU\�������SUHVHQWHG�DW�WKH��VW�&(/$&�(8�6XPPLW�
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known as fourth generation agreements, had a medium-term goal of convergence of the dif-
ferent subregional relationships that make up the bi-regional partnership.

+RZHYHU��WKLV�KRPRJHQHRXV�PDS�KDV�QRW�EHHQ�SURGXFHG��DQG�LQ�LWV�SODFH�ZH�ÀQG�DQ�XQHTXDO�
SDQRUDPD�FRQGLWLRQHG�E\�WKH�GLIIHUHQW�OHYHOV�RI�LQWHUQDO�LQWHJUDWLRQ�DPRQJ�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�DQG�
Caribbean partners, which has been clearly shown in the negotioations of the Association A-
greements. Another structural characteristic of the relationship impeding the performance and 
evolution of the bi-regional cooperation process are the socio-economic imbalances between 
partners on both sides of the Atlantic. Indeed, the treatment of these imbalances has been one 
RI�WKH�FHQWUDO�SRLQWV�LQ�WKH�(8·V�$VVRFLDWLRQ�$JUHHPHQW�QHJRWLDWLRQV�ZLWK�WKH�&$5,&20�FRXQ-
tries and Central America, and they are very present in the pending negotiations with Mercosur. 
As a result, the network of agreements has come about in several phases that move forward at 
GLIIHUHQW�SDFHV��ZKLFK�LQWURGXFHV�D�FHUWDLQ�FRPSOH[LW\�LQ�WKH�H[WHUQDO�UHODWLRQV�IUDPHZRUN��)LUVW-
O\��WKHUH�DUH�WZR�FRXQWULHV��0H[LFR�DQG�&KLOH��ZKLFK�VLJQHG�WKH�ÀUVW�$VVRFLDWLRQ�$JUHHPHQWV�WZR�
GHFDGHV�DJR�LQ�SDUDOOHO�ZLWK�WKH�)UHH�7UDGH�$JUHHPHQWV��)7$V��WKH\�KDYH�ZLWK�WKH�86$��6H-
FRQGO\��WKHUH�DUH�WZR�UHJLRQDO�JURXSV��&$5,)2580�DQG�6,&$��ZLWK�ZKRP�UHODWLRQV�KDYH�YHU\�
UHFHQWO\�PRYHG�DZD\�IURP�WKH�XQLODWHUDO�*HQHUDOLVHG�6\VWHP�RI�3UHIHUHQFHV��*63��WRZDUGV�DQ�
$VVRFLDWLRQ�$JUHHPHQW�LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�6,&$�DQG�DQ�(FRQRPLF�3DUWQHUVKLS�$JUHHPHQW��(3$��LQ�
WKH�FDVH�RI�&$5,)2580�ZLWK�DQ�DV\PPHWULF�)UHH�7UDGH�=RQH��7KLUGO\��&RORPELD�DQG�3HUX�OHIW�
the failed region-to-region negotiations and drew up their own agreements, which are only just 
starting to come into effect.21 

Hereafter, the picture becomes more complicated: Association Agreement negotiations with 
Mercosur have been going on for over two decades, although there is a great chance they may 
unblock. With the GSP reforms coming into force in 2014, of the traditional Mercosur members 
RQO\�3DUDJXD\�ZLOO�EH�DEOH�WR�EHQHÀW��%ROLYLD��ZKLFK�LV�LQ�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�DFFHVVLRQ�WR�0HUFRVXU�
EXW�GRHV�QRW�ZDQW�DQ�)7$��ZLOO�EH�DEOH�WR�FRQWLQXH�EHQHÀWWLQJ�IURP�WKH�*63��9HQH]XHOD��ZKLFK�
LV�DFWLQJ�DV�DQ�REVHUYHU�LQ�WKH�(8�0HUFRVXU�QHJRWLDWLRQV��FDQQRW�EHQHÀW�IURP�WKH�*63��(FXDGRU�
LV�QHJRWLDWLQJ�D�WUDGH�DJUHHPHQW�ZKLFK��LQ�SULQFLSOH��LV�QRW�H[DFWO\�DQ�)7$�EHFDXVH�LW�LV�QRW�DF-
ceptable for the current Ecuador government, while it maintains the GPS preferences. With all 
WKHVH�GLIIHUHQW�VLWXDWLRQV��WKH�(8�FRQWLQXHV�FRRSHUDWLRQ�WR�IDFLOLWDWH�WUDGH��EXW�WKH�EXUHDXFUDF\�
DQG�QRQ�WDULII�EDUULHUV�DUH�VWLOO�VLJQLÀFDQW��

The layout of this panorama of trade relations is also constrained by other regulatory frame-
ZRUNV�� ÀUVWO\� WKH� :72� UXOHV�� VHFRQGO\� WKH� /DWLQ� $PHULFDQ� ,QWHJUDWLRQ� $VVRFLDWLRQ� �$/$',��
framework and thirdly the different subregional integration frameworks, a single one for the 
(8�DQG�D�PXOWLWXGH�IRU�/DWLQ�$PHULFD��$OO�RI�WKLV�JHQHUDWHV�D�PXOWL�OD\HUHG�DUFKLWHFWXUH��*UXJHO�
DQG�*XLMDUUR���������ZKLFK�HQWDLOV� WKH�SUREOHP�RI�FRPSDWLELOLW\�DPRQJ� LWV�PDQ\�PHPEHUV�� ,Q�
the following, we present a synthesis of the different frameworks and their impact on relations 
HPSKDVLVLQJ�WKH�NH\�DVSHFWV�IRU�&((�/$&�UHODWLRQV�22

21 The so-called Multi-Party Agreement with Peru and Colombia is open to the accession of other countries.
22 )XUWKHU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LV�DYDLODEOH�LQ�WKH�RQ�OLQH�$QQH[HV�
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A) BILATERAL ASSOCIATION AGREEMENTS UNDER REVIEW
0H[LFR�DQG�&KLOH�KDYH�$VVRFLDWLRQ�$JUHHPHQWV�VLJQHG�LQ������DQG������UHVSHFWLYHO\�DQG�DIWHU�
over two decades in force and a positive balance, both countries have started a review pro-
FHVV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�XSGDWH�WKH�DJUHHPHQWV��,Q�ERWK�FDVHV��EXW�SDUWLFXODUO\�LQ�WKDW�RI�0H[LFR��WKLV�
QHFHVVDU\�UHQHZDO�LV�FRQGLWLRQHG�E\�WKH�QHZ�$VVRFLDWLRQ�$JUHHPHQWV�GUDZQ�XS�ZLWK�RWKHU�/$&�
FRXQWULHV�DQG�JURXSV�EXW�DOVR�E\�)7$�QHJRWLDWLRQV�ZLWK�&DQDGD�DQG�WKH�86$��

7KH�(FRQRPLF�3DUWQHUVKLS�DQG�3ROLWLFDO�&RQVXOWDWLRQ�)UDPHZRUN�$JUHHPHQW�EHWZHHQ�WKH�(8�
DQG�0H[LFR��VLJQHG�LQ������DQG�LQ�IRUFH�VLQFH�������UHSUHVHQWV�WKH�ÀUVW�FDVH�RI�D�IRXUWK�JHQHU�
DWLRQ�DJUHHPHQW�VLJQHG�E\�WKH�(8�ZLWK�D�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�FRXQWU\��0RUHRYHU��0H[LFR�KDV�EHHQ�D�
6WUDWHJLF�3DUWQHU�RI�WKH�(8�VLQFH�-XO\�������D�\HDU�DIWHU�WKH�(XURSHDQ�EORF�KDG�JLYHQ�WKH�VDPH�
VWDWXV�WR�%UD]LO��7KH�FRQWHQWV�RI� WKH�6WUDWHJLF�3DUWQHUVKLS�EHWZHHQ�0H[LFR�DQG�WKH�(8�ZHUH�
GUDZQ�XS�LQ�D�-RLQW�([HFXWLYH�3ODQ��DJUHHG�LQ�WKH�IUDPHZRUN�RI�WKH�9,�(8�/$&�6XPPLW�LQ�0DGULG�
LQ�0D\�������$OVR�LQ�������0H[LFR�DQG�WKH�(8�VLJQHG�D�6FLHQFH�DQG�7HFKQRORJ\�&RRSHUDWLRQ�
Agreement, which came into force in July 2005.

As a whole, the functioning of the agreement has been well received by both parties, by govern-
ments23 and even by civil society.24�0H[LFR�KDV�WULSOHG�LWV�WUDGH�ZLWK�WKH�(8�EHWZHHQ������DQG�
�����DQG�H[SRUWV�WR�WKH�(8�KDYH�JRQH�IURP������WR������RI�WRWDO�H[SRUWV�WR�WKH�86��DQG�IURP�
����WR�����RI�LPSRUWV��,W�KDV�WKXV�PDGH�SURJUHVV�LQ�RQH�RI�LWV�SULRULW\�REMHFWLYHV��ZKLFK�LV�WKH�
GLYHUVLÀFDWLRQ�RI�H[SRUWV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�OLPLW�LWV�GHSHQGHQFH�RQ�WKH�86$��+RZHYHU��QHJRWLDWLRQV�WR�
XSGDWH�WKH�0H[LFR�(8�$JUHHPHQW�DUH�IRUHVHHQ�WR�EHJLQ�LQ������25 The aim is to increase the 
OLEHUDOLVDWLRQ�RI�DJULFXOWXUDO�DQG�ÀVKLQJ�SURGXFWV�� IXUWKHU� WUDGH� LQ�VHUYLFHV�DQG�FUHDWH�D�VLQJOH�
framework for the promotion and protection of investments, which currently covers only half of 
the European countries bilaterally. What is missing are clear regulations on aspects such as the 
elimination of restrictions on payments related to investment, and it will be necessary to negotiate 
DQ�LQYHVWPHQW�DJUHHPHQW�ZKLFK�ZLOO�IRUP�SDUW�RI�WKH�*OREDO�$JUHHPHQW�ZLWK�WKH�ZKROH�RI�WKH�(8�

Regarding new content, there is the aim of including sustainable development in commer-
FLDO�H[FKDQJH��DQG�VSHFLÀF�DUHDV�VXFK�DV�HQHUJ\�DQG�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV��2WKHU�DVSHFWV�WR�EH� 
strengthened are collaboration with SMEs, trade facilitation, the development of cooperation 
in regulatory coherence and public tenders. This modernisation proposal is being developed in 
D�FRQWH[W�FRQGXFLYH�WR�VWUXFWXUDO�UHIRUPV�ZLWKLQ�0H[LFR��VXFK�DV�LWV�HQHUJ\��HPSOR\PHQW�DQG�
ÀVFDO�SROLFLHV��$QRWKHU�QHZ�DVSHFW�LV�LWV�LQWHJUDWLRQ�LQWR�WKH�3DFLÀF�$OOLDQFH��D�QHZ�OLEHUDOLVDWLRQ�
initiative launched with Chile, Colombia and Peru, which other countries are also approaching.

23 9,,�-RLQW�0H[LFR�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ�&RXQFLO��-RLQW�FRPPXQLTXp��0H[LFR�&LW\����)HEUXDU\������
24 /DV�UHODFLRQHV�0p[LFR��8QLyQ�(XURSHD�HQ�HO�PDUFR�GHO�$FXHUGR�*OREDO�\�OD�$VRFLDFLyQ�(VWUDWpJLFD�� 

� 8Q�EDODQFH�GHVGH�OD�VRFLHGDG�FLYLO�PH[LFDQD��$/23��0H[LFR��$XJXVW�������

25 7KH�RSHQLQJ�RI�QHJRWLDWLRQV�KDV�EHHQ�VWLPXODWHG�E\�WKH�SXVK�IRU�QHJRWLDWLRQV�ZLWK�WKH�86$�ZKLFK� 

� 0H[LFR�DVNHG�WR�EH�D�SDUW�RI��ZKLFK�ZDV�UHMHFWHG�E\�WKH�(8��-RLQW�(8�0H[LFR�&RXQFLO�������� 

� KWWS���ZZZ�HOÀQDQFLHUR�FRP�P[��PXQGR�GHVFDUWD�EUXVHODV�VXPDU�D�PH[LFR�HQ�QHJRFLDFLRQ�FRQ�HX�KWPO
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7R�H[SDQG�WKH�ELODWHUDO�UHODWLRQVKLS�DQG�UHGXFH�WKH�0H[LFDQ�GHÀFLW��LW�ZRXOG�EH�QHFHVVDU\�WR�
UHOD[�WKH�VWULFW�UHJXODWLRQV�RI�LQGXVWULDO�SURSHUW\�ULJKWV�LPSRVHG�E\�WKH�(8�DQG�JR�LQWR�PRUH�
detail regarding trade in agricultural goods, services, investments and the protection of intel-
lectual property rights. With respect to trade in services, progress should be made in the libe-
UDOLVDWLRQ�RI�VHFWRUV�WKDW�DUH�FXUUHQWO\�H[FOXGHG��DXGLRYLVXDO��FRDVWDO�WUDGH�DQG�DLU�WUDQVSRUW�
VHUYLFHV��DQG�LQ�WKH�UHPRYDO�RI�FHUWDLQ�REVWDFOHV�DULVLQJ�IURP�WKH�DSSOLFDWLRQ�RI�Dgreed rules 
�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�UHTXLUHPHQWV��QDWLRQDOLW\�UHTXLUHPHQWV��UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�SURIHVVLRQDO�H[SHULHQFH�
DQG�KDUPRQLVDWLRQ�RI� OHJLVODWLRQ���0RQRSROLVWLF�SUDFWLFHV�LQ�WKH�EDQNLQJ�VHFWRU�VKRXOG�DOVR�
be ended. 

7KH�$VVRFLDWLRQ�$JUHHPHQW�EHWZHHQ�WKH�(8�DQG�&KLOH��VLJQHG�LQ������DQG�LQ�IXOO�IRUFH�VLQFH�
������ZDV�WKH�VHFRQG�RI�WKLV�W\SH�VLJQHG�ZLWK�D�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�FRXQWU\��EXW�LW�KDV�D�EURDGHU�
DQG�PRUH�GHWDLOHG�FRQWHQW�WKDQ�WKDW�VLJQHG�ZLWK�0H[LFR��$V�ZHOO�DV�WKH�$VVRFLDWLRQ�$JUHHPHQW��
&KLOH�DQG�WKH�(8�VLJQHG�LQ������D�VFLHQFH�DQG�WHFKQRORJ\�FRRSHUDWLRQ�DJUHHPHQW��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�
data from the Chilean business world, from the day the trade part of the Association Agreement 
FDPH�LQWR�IRUFH��)HEUXDU\�������WR�������H[SRUWV�IURP�&KLOH�WR�WKH�(8�WULSOHG��JRLQJ�IURP�������
WR��������PLOOLRQ�GROODUV��,QGHHG��LQ������WKH�(8�ZDV�WKH�VHFRQG�ELJJHVW�LPSRUWHU�RI�&KLOHDQ�
JRRGV��DIWHU�&KLQD��%DLHUOHLQ���������,Q�������WKH�(8�ZDV�WKH�WKLUG�ELJJHVW�VRXUFH�RI�H[WHUQDO�
SXUFKDVHV��DIWHU�WKH�86$�DQG�&KLQD�

%RWK�WKH�&KLOHDQ�DQG�WKH�(XURSHDQ�DXWKRULWLHV�KDYH�JLYHQ�D�SRVLWLYH�DVVHVVPHQW�RI�WKH�ÀUVW�
GHFDGH�RI�WKH�$VVRFLDWLRQ�$JUHHPHQW��%DLHUOHLQ���������,Q�)HEUXDU\������WKH�WRWDO�H[HPS-
tion from the universe of tariffs established in the Agreement was also completed, meaning 
WKDW�������RI� WKH�YDOXH�H[SRUWHG�IURP�&KLOH�HQWHUV�WKH�(8�IUHH�RI� WDULIIV��ZKLFK� LV�������
RI� SURGXFWV� ������� SURGXFWV��� (&/$&� VKRZV� WKDW�ZLWK� WKH�$VVRFLDWLRQ�$JUHHPHQW��&KLOH�
LQ�FUHDVHG� WKH� QXPEHU� RI� LWV� SURGXFWV� H[SRUWHG� WR� WKH�(8�E\� ���� �IURP������� WR� ������
SURGXFWV�LQ��������ZLWK�ZLQH��IUHVK�DSSOHV�DQG�VDOPRQ�ÀJXULQJ�KLJKO\����+RZHYHU��&KLOH·V�
H[SRUW�SDWWHUQ�RI�UDZ�PDWHULDOV�KDV�VWUHQJWKHQHG�DQG�LWV�WUDGH�VXUSOXV�LV�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�KLJK�
SULFH�RI�FRSSHU�DQG�LWV�GHULYDWLYHV��0XWXDO�WUDGH�VKRXOG�EH�IXUWKHU�GLYHUVLÀHG�WR�RSWLPLVH�DQG�
invigorate economic relations.

&KLOH�LV�DOVR�XQGHUWDNLQJ�QHJRWLDWLRQV�ZLWK�WKH�(8�WR�PRGHUQLVH�WKH�$JUHHPHQW��$PRQJ�WKH�DV-
pects needing improvement are the chapters on rules of origin, trade facilitation, public tenders, 
trade and phytosanitary barriers, services and investments. In particular, the inclusion of ob-
MHFWLYHV�OLQNHG�WR�VXVWDLQDEOH�GHYHORSPHQW�DQG�DQ�XSGDWH�RQ�ÀQDQFLDO�VHUYLFHV�LQ�OLQH�ZLWK�QHZ�
(8�EDQNLQJ�OHJLVODWLRQ�LV�VRXJKW��&KLOH�DLPV�WR�LQFUHDVH�DQQXDO�TXRWDV�IRU�ELUG�DQG�SLJ�LPSRUWV�
and to include or improve access conditions for products such as olive oil, hake, chocolate and 
others. In addition, it is proposed that the clause on the movement of people be activated and 
WKH�LQFRUSRUDWLRQ�RI�60(V�LQ�H[FKDQJH�EH�SURPRWHG�

��� ,Q�VHDUFK�RI�D�UHQHZHG�SDUWQHUVKLS�EHWZHHQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�DQG�WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ��(&/$&�� 

 August 2011.
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B) THE NEW REGIONAL ASSOCIATION AGREEMENTS
:LWK�&HQWUDO�$PHULFD�DQG�&$5,)2580��WKH�(8�ZDV�DEOH�WR�KROG�EORF�WR�EORF�QHJRWLDWLRQV��7KH�
key characteristic of these Agreements is that the large North-South imbalances among the 
partners had to be incorporated in negotiations on the trade of goods and services. This implies 
the use of a diverse set of instruments including dialogue, consultation, social participation, and 
development cooperation policy, which also need to be developed through other cooperation 
instruments. The Agreements establish a joint Association committee to safeguard the applica-
tion and interpretation of the Agreement and to help adjust the application of the Agreement to 
suit changing circumstances. The Agreements also have a mechanism for dispute resolution in 
ZKLFK�SDUWLHV�ZLOO�KDYH�DQ�HTXDO�IRRWLQJ�

7KH�(FRQRPLF�3DUWQHUVKLS�$JUHHPHQW��(3$��EHWZHHQ�WKH�(8�DQG�&$5,)2580�ZDV�VLJQHG�LQ�
October 2008 and provisionally came into force in December of the same year.�� A central ele-
ment of the Agreement is the consideration of imbalances between the parties. It is not only an 
economic agreement to revitalise trade links and investment, it is also an instrument of technical 
DQG�ÀQDQFLDO�DVVLVWDQFH�WR�VWUHQJWKHQ�WKH�H[SRUW�FDSDFLW\�RI�WKH�&DULEEHDQ��GLYHUVLI\�LWV�UDQJH�
of products and promote foreign investment. 

7KH�(3$��HOLPLQDWHV�DOO�WDULIIV�DQG�TXRWDV�DSSOLHG�WR�&DULEEHDQ�H[SRUWV�WR�WKH�(8��ZLWK�WKH�H[-
FHSWLRQ�RI�VXJDU�DQG�ULFH��ZKLFK�ZLOO�EH�OLEHUDOLVHG�IRU�EULHI�SHULRGV��)RU�WKHLU�SDUW��WKH�&DULEEHDQ�
FRXQWULHV�ZLOO�JUDGXDOO\�RSHQ�WKHLU�PDUNHWV�RYHU�D�SHULRG�RI�WZHQW\�ÀYH�\HDUV�DQG�ZLOO�EHQHÀW�
from the improvement in the rules of origin, which will have positive effects for the development 
RI� LQGXVWULHV�WKDW� LPSRUW�PDWHULDOV� IRU� WKH�PDQXIDFWXUH�RI�SURGXFWV�WR�EH�H[SRUWHG�WR�(XURSH��
/LNHZLVH��WKH�(3$�DOORZV�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�UHJLRQ�WR�H[FOXGH�VHQVLWLYH�SURGXFWV�RU�LQGXVWULHV�IURP�
liberalisation or to gradually apply liberalisation over many years.28 It is assumed that the re-
PRYDO�RI�DOPRVW�DOO�WDULIIV�DQG�TXRWDV�ZLOO�JHQHUDWH�VLJQLÀFDQW�JDLQV�IRU�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�FRXQWULHV��
+RZHYHU��WR�LQFUHDVH�H[SRUWV�VLJQLÀFDQW�LQYHVWPHQWV�LQ�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�DQG�KXPDQ�UHVRXUFHV�ZLOO�
be needed, both from the public and private sectors. 

&RRSHUDWLRQ�RI�D�FRPPHUFLDO�QDWXUH�ZLOO� DOVR�EH�QHFHVVDU\� WR�VWUHQJWKHQ�ÀVFDO�DGPLQLV�
WUDWLRQ�DQG�WD[�UHYHQXH�LQ�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�FRXQWULHV�WR�PLWLJDWH�WKH�QHJDWLYH�LPSDFWV�RQ�WKH�
UHGXFWLRQ�RI� ÀVFDO� LQFRPH�DV�D�FRQVHTXHQFH�RI� WUDGH� OLEHUDOLVDWLRQ��7KH�EXVLQHVV�VHFWRU�
PHQWLRQV�GLIÀFXOWLHV�LQ�REWDLQLQJ�YLVDV�WR�DFFHVV�WKH�(XURSHDQ�PDUNHW��WKH�ODFN�RI�VHUYLFH�
VHFWRU�GDWD��WKH�ZHDN�OLQN�EHWZHHQ�FRPSOHPHQWDU\�VHFWRUV�OLNH�WRXULVP��FXOWXUH��HQWHUWDLQ-
PHQW�DQG�VSRUWV��WKH�KLJK�FRVWV�RI�SURGXFWLRQ�DQG�WUDQVSRUW��OLPLWHG�DFFHVV�WR�UDZ�PDWHULDOV��

��� )RU�*X\DQD�DQG�+DLWL��GHIHUUHG�DFFHVVLRQ�GDWHV�DUH�IRUHVHHQ��&DULEEHDQ�&RPPXQLW\��&$5,&20��6HFUHWDULDW��2IÀFH�RI�� �

� 7UDGH�1HJRWLDWLRQV��KWWS���ZZZ�FUQP�RUJ�LQGH[�SKS"RSWLRQ FRPBFRQWHQW	YLHZ DUWLFOH	LG ���	,WHPLG ��	����D�G��F�����

� �E�����G��E�������G D�D��GD��D�HD���D��IFD�E���FE�����

28 7KH�FRYHUDJH�RI�SURGXFWV�OLEHUDOLVHG�E\�&$5,)2580�FRXQWULHV�KDV�ULVHQ�WR�����LQ�YDOXH�RI�(8�LPSRUWV�RYHU�WHQ�\HDUV��� �

� ����RYHU�ÀIWHHQ�\HDUV������RI�WDULII�OLQHV��DQG�����RYHU�WZHQW\�ÀYH�\HDUV������RI�WDULII�OLQHV���ZLWK�WKH�PDLQ�H[FOXVLRQV� 

 from tariff reductions being agricultural and transformed agricultural products, chemical products, furniture and other  

 industrial products.
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the lack of visibility within the European market, and the scarcity of direct contracts with 
international buyers. 

Given the large imbalance between the parties, to solve potential problems the mechanism 
IRU�GLVSXWH�SUHYHQWLRQ�DQG�UHVROXWLRQ�SURYLGHG�LQ�3DUW�,,,��$UWLFOHV����²����29 will be decisive. 
Alternatively, the possibility of resorting to the WTO system of dispute resolution is considered. 
,Q�WKH�(8�/$&�IUDPHZRUN��WKH�&DULEEHDQ�ZDV�GLVWDQFHG�EHFDXVH�RI�LWV�PHPEHUVKLS�LQ�WKH�$&3�
JURXS�ZLWKLQ�WKH�IUDPHZRUN�RI�WKH�&RWRQRX�$JUHHPHQW�DQG�WKH�GLDORJXH�DW�WKH�(8�&$5,)2580�
VXPPLWV��&DUULQJWRQ���������+RZHYHU��WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�&(/$&��ZKHUH�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�FRQVWLWXWHV�
����DOO�PHPEHUV��DOORZV�WKHP�WR�DFTXLUH�JUHDWHU�UHJLRQDO�SURWDJRQLVP�DQG�SUR[LPLW\��

The conclusion of the Association Agreement with Central America, after 4 years of negotiations, 
must be considered a success. The trade pillar of the Association Agreement came into force 
LQ�D�GHIHUUHG�PDQQHU� IRU� WKH�VL[�&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQ�FRXQWULHV�30 The other pillars are pending 
LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�DZDLWLQJ�UDWLÀFDWLRQ�E\�WKH����(8�0HPEHU�6WDWHV��7KH�$JUHHPHQW�SURYLGHV�IRU�
WKH�WDULII�UHGXFWLRQ�RQ�JRRGV�ZLWKLQ�ÀYH�\HDUV��*LYHQ�KRZ�UHFHQWO\�LW�KDV�FRPH�LQWR�IRUFH�LW�LV�VWLOO�
WRR�HDUO\�WR�PDNH�DQ�DVVHVVPHQW�RI�WKH�ÀUVW�\HDU�RI�WKH�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�IUHH�WUDGH�EHWZHHQ�
WKH�SDUWLHV��(YHQ�VR��LW�KDV�EHFRPH�FOHDU�WKDW�&HQWUDO�$PHULFD�ZLOO�EHQHÀW�IURP�WKH�HQWU\�ZLWKRXW�
WDULIIV�DV�QHZ�SURGXFWV�ZLOO�EH�DEOH�WR�HQMR\�ÁH[LEOH�UXOHV�RI�RULJLQ�31�)URP�WKH�SRLQW�RI�YLHZ�RI�WKH�
&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQ�FRQVXPHU��SULFHV�RI�FHUWDLQ�SURGXFWV�LPSRUWHG�IURP�WKH�(8��DSSOHV��UDLVLQV��
ÀOOHG�SDVWD��ROLYH�RLO��ROLYHV��SHUIXPHV�DQG�ZLQHV��ZLOO�FRPH�GRZQ��DQG�WKH�HQWU\�RI�UDZ�PDWHULDOV�
DQG�LQWHUPHGLDWH�JRRGV�ZLOO�EHFRPH�HDVLHU��EHQHÀWLQJ�&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQ�SURGXFWLRQ�DFWLYLW\�32

The Agreement includes more modern chapters, such as those on Trade and sustainable deve-
lopment and Services and electronic trade and includes standards for promoting Central Ame-
rican economic integration. Another new element is the full consideration of imbalances, giving 
attention to the obvious dissimilarity between the two regions. 

C) THE MULTIPARTY AGREEMENTS WITH PERU AND COLOMBIA 
7KH�(8� WUDGH�DJUHHPHQW�ZLWK� WKH� WZR�$QGHDQ� FRXQWULHV� LV� SDUW� RI� WKH�DWWHPSW� WR� VLJQ�D�EL�
UHJLRQDO�DJUHHPHQW�EHWZHHQ�WKH�(8�DQG�WKH�$QGHDQ�&RPPXQLW\��&$1���,Q������QHJRWLDWLRQV�
on the political dialogue and cooperation pillar concluded, and those on the free trade pillar 
EHJDQ��'LVDJUHHPHQWV�DPRQJ�WKH�PHPEHUV�OHG�WR�WKH�H[LW�RI�9HQH]XHOD��ZKLFK�OHIW�WKH�JURXS�
DQG�UHTXHVWHG�DFFHVVLRQ�WR�0HUFRVXU��,Q�0D\�������GXULQJ�WKH�(8�/$&�6XPPLW�LQ�/LPD��WKH�
GHFLVLRQ�ZDV�WDNHQ�WR�PDNH�WKH�SURFHVV�PRUH�ÁH[LEOH��VR�WKDW�HDFK�RI�WKH�IRXU�&$1�FRXQWULHV�

29 The mechanism provides for consultation between the parties, mediation by a third party whose opinion will not be binding   

 and recourse to arbitration, where the panel would be made up of three arbitrators, whose binding award will be carried out   

 by the parties, taking any measures necessary to do so and, failing this, offering compensation.
30 ,Q�$XJXVW������WKH�$JUHHPHQW�FDPH�LQWR�HIIHFW�IRU�+RQGXUDV��1LFDUDJXD�DQG�3DQDPD��)RU�&RVWD�5LFD�DQG�(O�6DOYDGRU��WKLV���

 happened in October and for Guatemala, in December of the same year.
31 KWWS���HHDV�HXURSD�HX�GHOHJDWLRQV�QLFDUDJXD�GRFXPHQWV�SUHVVBFRUQHU�QHZV���������BEURFKXUHBSLODUB�FRPHUFLDOBHV�SGI
32 &HQWUDO�$PHULFD�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ�$VVRFLDWLRQ�$JUHHPHQW��7UDGH�SLOODU��([SODQDWRU\�'RFXPHQW��&RVWD�5LFD�0LQLVWU\� 

� RI�)RUHLJQ�7UDGH��-XO\������



39

could advance at different speed in the different pillars of the Association (political, economic 
DQG�FRRSHUDWLRQ���DQG�WKH�WKHPDWLF�DQG�JHRJUDSKLFDO�GLYLVLRQ�RI�WKH�QHJRWLDWLRQV�ZDV�DJUHHG�
on, leading to multiparty trade agreements. Colombia and Peru concluded their negotiations 
ZLWK�WKH�(8�DW�WKH�0DGULG�6XPPLW�LQ�0D\�������DQG�WKH�DJUHHPHQW�ZDV�VLJQHG�LQ�-XQH������33 
2ULJLQDOO\�(FXDGRU�DOVR�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�WKHVH�QHJRWLDWLRQV��ZLWKGUDZLQJ�DIWHU�WKH�ÀIWK�URXQG�LQ�
July 2009. At the moment Ecuador has returned to the negotiating table. 

7KH�$JUHHPHQW�HVWDEOLVKHV�FRQGLWLRQV� LQ� WKH�ÀHOG�RI�KXPDQ� ULJKWV�DQG� WKH�HQYLURQPHQW�DQG�
includes social clauses for the observance of minimum employment standards. According to 
(XURSHDQ�HVWLPDWHV��WKH�DJUHHPHQW�ZLOO�LQFUHDVH�&RORPELD¶V�*'3�E\������DQG�3HUX¶V�E\������
LQ� WKH� ORQJ� WHUP��$QGHDQ�H[SRUWV�VKRXOG�DOVR�JURZ�E\����DQG� LPSRUWV�E\�����ZLWK�SRVLWLYH�
FRQVHTXHQFHV�IRU�WKH�DJULFXOWXUDO��DJURLQGXVWULDO��WH[WLOH��FORWKLQJ��OHDWKHU��KHDY\�PDFKLQHU\�DQG�
mining sectors.34 The agreement also provides for technical assistance and initiatives to pro-
mote the competitiveness and innovation of the Colombian and Peruvian production sectors. 
)RU�WKH�(8��LW�LV�FDOFXODWHG�WKDW�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�ÀUVW�GHFDGH�RI�WKH�DJUHHPHQW�EHLQJ�LQ�IRUFH��
(XURSHDQ�LQGXVWULDO�DQG�ÀVKLQJ�H[SRUWHUV�ZLOO�KDYH�VDYHG�����PLOOLRQ�(XURV�SHU�\HDU�WKURXJK�
the reduction of tariffs. 

D) NEGOTIATIONS WITH MERCOSUR
7KH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ�VKRZHG�LQWHUHVW�LQ�0HUFRVXU�IURP�WKH�PRPHQW�RI�LWV�FUHDWLRQ�35 and one 
year later the EC-Mercosur Inter-institutional Cooperation Agreement was signed to support 
WKH�LQWHJUDWLRQ�SURFHVV��,Q������0HUFRVXU�DQG�WKH�(8�VLJQHG�D�IUDPHZRUN�DJUHHPHQW�RI�LQWHU�
regional cooperation, which came into force in 1999, with the objective of preparing the bases 
IRU�DQ�$VVRFLDWLRQ�$JUHHPHQW��7KH�$VVRFLDWLRQ�$JUHHPHQW�EHWZHHQ�0HUFRVXU�DQG�WKH�(8�KDV�
JHQHUDWHG�JUHDW�H[SHFWDWLRQ�DV�LW�ZRXOG�FUHDWH�D�IUHH�WUDGH�]RQH�ZLWK�D�PDUNHW�RI�����PLOOLRQ�
inhabitants. However, it has not been concluded yet. 

7KH�SROLWLFDO�ODXQFK�RI�(8�0HUFRVXU�QHJRWLDWLRQV�WRRN�SODFH�DW�WKH�(8�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�6XPPLW�
KHOG� LQ�5LR�GH� -DQHLUR� LQ� -XQH������DQG� WKH� ÀUVW�%L�UHJLRQDO�1HJRWLDWLRQ�&RPPLWWHH�PHW� LQ�
%XHQRV�$LUHV�LQ�$SULO�������%\�$XJXVW�������LQ�%UXVVHOV��WKHUH�KDG�EHHQ����PHHWLQJV��DQG�LQ�
6HSWHPEHU�������RIIHUV�ZHUH�SUHVHQWHG�²�LQ�JRRGV�²�IURP�WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ�ZKLFK�UHDFKHG�
������DQG�IURP�0HUFRVXU�ZKLFK�UHDFKHG��������ZKLFK�SULPD�IDFLH�ZRXOG�IDOO�ZLWKLQ�WKH�OLPLWV�
VHW�E\�WKH�:72�IRU�LW�WR�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�D�)UHH�7UDGH�$JUHHPHQW��� However, the parties were not 
VDWLVÀHG�DQG�LW�ZDV�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�DYRLG�WKH�QHJRWLDWLRQV�IDOOLQJ�LQWR�VWDOHPDWH��

33 The Agreement has entered into provisional application for Peru in March 2013 and for Colombia in August of  

 the same year.
34 ,Q�WKH�DJULFXOWXUDO�VHFWRU�DORQH��LW�LV�H[SHFWHG�WKDW�WKH�UHPRYDO�RI�WDULIIV�ZLOO�PHDQ�VDYLQJV�RI�����PLOOLRQ�(XURV�SHU�\HDU�IRU�� �

� $QGHDQ�SURGXFHUV��+LJKOLJKWV�RI�WKH�7UDGH�$JUHHPHQW�EHWZHHQ�&RORPELD��3HUX�DQG�WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ��

� %UXVVHOV�����-XQH�������KWWS���ZZZ�VLFH�RDV�RUJ�73'�$1'B(8�QHJRWLDWLRQV�+LJKOLJKWVB3(5B&2/B(8BH�SGI

35 2Q�WKH�VDPH�GD\�WKH�$VXQFLyQ�7UHDW\�ZDV�VLJQHG��WKH�WKHQ�(&�VHQW�LWV�FRQJUDWXODWLRQV�RQ�WKH�DFKLHYHPHQW�
��� 7KH�:72�VHWV�WKH�OLEHUDOLVDWLRQ�PLQLPXP�DW������PHDVXUHG�XQGHU�D�VHULHV�RI�VSHFLÀF�SDUDPHWHUV�
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7KH�6SDQLVK�(8�&RXQFLO�3UHVLGHQF\�LQ������JDYH�D�QHZ�SXVK�WR�WKH�QHJRWLDWLRQV�ZLWK�0HUFRVXU�
DW�WKH�(8�/$&�6XPPLW�LQ�0DGULG��$W�WKH�6DQWLDJR�GH�&KLOH�(8�/$&�6XPPLW�LQ�-DQXDU\������LW�
ZDV�DJUHHG�WKDW�QHZ�PXWXDO�RIIHUV�ZRXOG�EH�SUHVHQWHG�GXULQJ�WKH�ÀQDO�TXDUWHU�RI�������DOWKRXJK�
WKLV�KDV�EHHQ�SRVWSRQHG�WR�������%UD]LO��8UXJXD\��DQG�3DUDJXD\�DUH�SXVKLQJ�WKH�$JUHHPHQW��
but Argentina is somewhat reticent. The main inconvenience is the threat of competition for the 
LQGXVWULDO�VHFWRU��ZKLFK�LV�OHVV�FRPSHWLWLYH�WKDQ�%UD]LO¶V��$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��WKHUH�LV�DQ�REMHFWLRQ�
WR�WKH�REVWDFOHV�WKH�(8�PDLQWDLQV�LQ�LWV�ODWHVW�RIIHUV�IRU�WKH�HQWU\�RI�DJULFXOWXUDO�SURGXFWV��0HUFR-
VXU�FRQVLGHUV�WKDW�WKH�(8�&RPPRQ�$JULFXOWXUDO�3ROLF\��&$3��SDUWLFXODUO\�DIIHFWV�6RXWK�$PHULFD��
DV�D�KLJKO\�DJUR�H[SRUW�GHSHQGHQW�UHJLRQ��$GGHG�WR�WKHVH�REVWDFOHV�LV�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�LQWHUQDOO\�
Mercosur is not fully consolidated, as there are still products and whole sectors which are not 
LQWHUQDOO\�OLEHUDOLVHG��FDUV��VXJDU��ZKLFK�ZRXOG�PDNH�LQWUD�0HUFRVXU�WUDQVLW�RI�SURGXFWV�FRPLQJ�
IURP�WKH�(8�GLIÀFXOW��7KHUH�KDYH�DOVR�EHHQ�VLJQLÀFDQW�GLVFUHSDQFLHV�RQ�FHUWLÀFDWHV�RI�RULJLQ�� 
RI� �IXQGDPHQWDOO\�(XURSHDQ��SURGXFWV�DQG� UHJXODWLRQV�RQ�SK\WRVDQLWDU\� VWDQGDUGV��%HFDXVH�
RI�WKLV��GHVSLWH�H[SHFWDWLRQV�WKHUH�LV�D�FHUWDLQ�VFHSWLFLVP��5HFHQWO\�38�WKH�(XURSHDQ�([WHUQDO�
$FWLRQ�6HUYLFH·V�0DQDJLQJ�'LUHFWRU�IRU�WKH�$PHULFDV��&KULVWLDQ�/HIÁHU��GHFODUHG�WKDW�´:H�DUH�
KRSHIXO��EXW�QRW�HQWLUHO\�FRQÀGHQW��WKDW�ZH�ZLOO�KDYH�WKH�RIIHU�µ39 although it is believed that it will 
be ready and consolidated by mid-2014.

,Q�UHDOLW\��H[FKDQJH�LV�FRPSOHPHQWDU\��DV�WKH�(8�LV�WKH�PDLQ�GHVWLQDWLRQ�IRU�DJULFXOWXUDO�H[SRUWV�
IURP�0HUFRVXU��DQG�(8�VDOHV�DUH�EDVLFDOO\�PDGH�XS�RI�LQGXVWULDO�DQG�VHUYLFH�SURGXFWV��40 And 
EH\RQG�WUDGH��WKH�LGHD�RI�WKLV�QHJRWLDWLRQ�´ZDV�FRQFHLYHG�DV�SDUW�RI�D�ZLGHU�JOREDO�VWUDWHJ\�IRU�
ERWK�UHJLRQV��ZLWK�VWURQJ�SROLWLFDO�DQG�HFRQRPLF�GLPHQVLRQVµ��3HxD���������

4.3) THE EUROPEAN COOPERATION PROGRAMMES
+LVWRULFDOO\�� WKH�(8�KDV�EHHQ� WKH�PDLQ�VSRQVRU�RI�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�� WR�ZKLFK� LW�DOORFDWHV�UHJLR-
QDO��(8�/$&�DQG�(8�&DULEEHDQ���VXEUHJLRQDO��(8�0HUFRVXU�&$1�&HQWUDO�$PHULFD��DQG�ELODW�
HUDO��(8�/$�FRXQWULHV��IXQGV��,Q�LWV�ODVW�WZR�PXOWL�DQQXDO�SURJUDPPLQJ�SHULRGV������������DQG�
�����������WKH�(8�FRPPLWWHG�RYHU�������PLOOLRQ�(XURV�EHWZHHQ�WKHVH�WKUHH�W\SHV��������DQG�
������PLOOLRQ�(XURV�UHVSHFWLYHO\���,Q�WKH�ODVW�PXOWL�DQQXDO�IUDPHZRUN������PLOOLRQ�ZHUH�DOORFDWHG�
WR�UHJLRQDO�SURJUDPPHV������PLOOLRQ�WR�VXEUHJLRQDO�SURJUDPPHV�DQG�������PLOOLRQ�WR�ELODWHUDO�
FRRSHUDWLRQ�ZLWK����FRXQWULHV��LQFOXGLQJ�&XED��'XUiQ�HW�DO����������+RZHYHU��(XURSHDQ�&RRSH-
ration policy is undergoing a process of change, which implies a reorientation based on different 
strategic outlooks including the incorporation of the Aid Effectiveness Agenda derived from the 
Paris Agenda in the OECD framework and the post-2015 development agenda framework that 
will replace the Millennium Development Goals.41 These new directions are broadly based on 

��� $�FDVH�H[HPSOLI\LQJ�WKH�GLVFUHSDQF\�LQ�WKLV�DUHD�ZDV�WKH�RQH�UHODWHG�WR�µ/D�5LRMD´�ZLQHV��DV�LQ�$UJHQWLQD�WKHUH�LV�D�SURYLQFH���

� FDOOHG�µ/D�5LRMD´��ZKLFK�DOVR�SURGXFHV�ZLQH�

38 Written on 19 March 2014.
39 )XOO�QRWH�DW�KWWS���HV�PHUFRSUHVV�FRP������������HXURSD�HVSHUDQ]DGD�FRQ�XQ�LQWHUFDPELR�GH�RIHUWDV�FRQ�PHUFRVXU
40 5HVROXWLRQ�RQ�WUDGH�QHJRWLDWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�(8�DQG�0HUFRVXU�����-DQXDU\������������������563��
41 $�GHFHQW�OLIH�IRU�DOO��(QGLQJ�SRYHUW\�DQG�JLYLQJ�WKH�ZRUOG�D�VXVWDLQDEOH�IXWXUH�&20�����������ÀQDO�����������
42 $Q�$JHQGD�IRU�&KDQJH�������������&20�����������ÀQDO��%UXVVHOV�������������
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WKH�VR�FDOOHG�´$JHQGD�IRU�&KDQJH������������´42 drawn up by the Commission. It proposes 
GLIIHUHQWLDWHG�SDUWQHUVKLSV�DFFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH� IROORZLQJ�FULWHULD�� WKH�FRXQWU\¶V�QHHGV��FDSDFLWLHV�
DQG�LQWHUQDO�UHVRXUFHV��VWDWH�FRPPLWPHQW�DQG�UHVXOWV��SRWHQWLDO�RI�(8�LPSDFW��VSHFLÀFLWLHV�IRU�
weak countries.

$V�D�UHVXOW��/DWLQ�$PHULFD��ZKLFK�ZDV�QRW�D�SULRULW\�LQ�(8�GHYHORSPHQW�SROLF\��ZLOO�EH�OHVV�VR�EH-
FDXVH�FRRSHUDWLRQ�ZLOO�EH�GLUHFWHG�WRZDUGV�WKH�OHVV�DGYDQFHG�FRXQWULHV�DQG�/$&�EULQJV�WRJHWKHU�
PDLQO\�PLGGOH�LQFRPH�FRXQWULHV��0,&���)RU�WKH�QH[W�SHULRG�����������WKH�(8�KDV�DSSOLHG�QHZ�
GLVWULEXWLRQ�FULWHULD�IRU�FRRSHUDWLQJ�ZLWK�WKLUG�FRXQWULHV��7KLV�ZLOO�DIIHFW����/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�PLGGOH�
income countries, which will no longer be subject to bilateral cooperation, entering the so-called 
FRQGLWLRQ�RI�´JUDGXDWHV�µ�+HQFHIRUWK��WKHVH�FRXQWULHV�ZLOO�EH�DEOH�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�RQO\�LQ�UHJLRQDO�
WKHPDWLF�SURJUDPPHV�DLPHG�DW�´SXEOLF�JRRGV�DQG�JOREDO�ULVNVµ��HQYLURQPHQW��FOLPDWH�FKDQJH��
HQHUJ\��PLJUDWLRQ��HWF����LQ�WKH�´ORFDO�DXWKRULWLHV�DQG�FLYLO�VRFLHW\µ�SURJUDPPH��LQ�WKH�GHPRFUDF\�
and human rights instrument, as well as in small bilateral funds for areas of European interest. 
7KXV��/DWLQ�$PHULFD�KDV�EHFRPH�WKH�UHJLRQ�WKDW�ZLOO�H[SHULHQFH�WKH�ELJJHVW�FKDQJH�LQ�VWDWXV�(8�
FRRSHUDWLRQ��6DQDKXMD���������$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�IRUHFDVWV�UHFHQWO\�SXEOLVKHG�E\�WKH�(XURSHDQ�
Commissioner for Development, Andris Piebalgs, total bilateral and regional cooperation with 
/$&�IRU�WKH�SHULRG�����������ZLOO�EH�½����ELOOLRQ��RI�ZKLFK�����PLOOLRQ�ZLOO�EH�DOORFDWHG�WR�UHJLR-
nal programmes which see their funding increase to the detriment of cooperation with all middle 
income countries, which will be withdrawn.43 The Caribbean Countries receive own cooperation 
IXQGLQJ�IURP�WKH�(XURSHDQ�'HYHORSPHQW�)XQG��(')��

7KLV�GHFLVLRQ�LV�D�ORVV�IRU�VRPH�/$&�FRXQWULHV�WKDW�DUH�QR�ORQJHU�LQGLYLGXDOO\�HOLJLEOH��+RZHYHU��WKH�
boost to the regional format might be an opportunity for countries with less developed cooperation 
VXFK�DV�WKH�&((�DQG�/$&�FRXQWULHV�WR�MRLQ�UHJLRQDO�FRRSHUDWLRQ�SURJUDPPHV�SURPRWLQJ�QHWZRUN�
ing and triangular cooperation. This is the challenge for the CEE countries, which have traditionally 
SDUWLFLSDWHG�OLWWOH�LQ�WKH�KRUL]RQWDO�DQG�GHFHQWUDOLVHG�FRRSHUDWLRQ�SURJUDPPHV�RI�WKH�(8��

%XW�WKH�RULHQWDWLRQ�DQG�LQVWUXPHQWV�DUH�DOVR�JRLQJ�WR�EH�PRGLÀHG��:LWK�WKH�����������UHJLRQDO�
programming terminated, new ones are being drawn up for 2014-2020, which are going to be 
based on the Santiago Action Plan44�WKDW�EULQJV�WRJHWKHU���VWUDWHJLF�D[HV�

²�6FLHQFH��UHVHDUFK��LQQRYDWLRQ�DQG�WHFKQRORJ\�
²�(QYLURQPHQW��GHYHORSPHQW��FOLPDWH�FKDQJH��ELRGLYHUVLW\�DQG�HQHUJ\�
²�5HJLRQDO�,QWHJUDWLRQ��LQWHU�FRQQHFWLYLW\�DQG�SURPRWLRQ�RI�VRFLDO�LQFOXVLRQ�DQG�FRKHVLRQ�
²�0LJUDWLRQ�
²�(GXFDWLRQ�DQG�HPSOR\PHQW�WR�SURPRWH�VRFLDO�LQFOXVLRQ�
²�7KH�ZRUOG�GUXJV�SUREOHP�
²�*HQGHU�
²�,QYHVWPHQW�DQG�HQWUHSUHQHXUVKLS�IRU�VXVWDLQDEOH�GHYHORSPHQW�

43 KWWS���ZZZ�H[SDQVLRQ�FRP������������ODWLQRDPHULFD�HFRQRPLD������������KWPO
44 KWWS���ZZZ�FRQVLOLXP�HXURSD�HX�XHGRFV�FPVB'DWD�GRFV�SUHVVGDWD�(1�IRUDII��������SGI�
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7KH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�D�VHFWRULDO�GLDORJXH�IRU�HDFK�RQH�RI�WKHVH�LV�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�&((�DQG�/$&�
FRXQWULHV�WR�VKDUH�H[SHULHQFHV��ZKLFK�LQ�PDQ\�FDVHV�KDYH�SRLQWV�LQ�FRPPRQ��,Q�VSLWH�RI�WKH�
JHRJUDSKLFDO�DQG�FXOWXUDO�GLVWDQFH�WKHUH�DUH�VLPLODU�UHFHQW�H[SHULHQFHV�WKDW�FRXOG�EH�VKDUHG�
DQG�WKH�VPDOOHU� LPEDODQFH� LQ� WHUPV�RI� OHYHOV�RI�GHYHORSPHQW�VKRXOG� IDFLOLWDWH� WKLV�H[FKDQJH��
although up to now this has not been the case. The recent medium-term assessment of one of 
WKH�ELJJHVW�EL�UHJLRQDO�FRRSHUDWLRQ�SURJUDPPHV��(852VRFL$/��VKRZV�WKH�VFDUFH�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�
of the CEE countries as one of the aspects to correct.45 That is the situation for the majority of 
GHFHQWUDOLVHG�FRRSHUDWLRQ�SURJUDPPHV��OLNH�WKH�85%$/�FRRSHUDWLRQ�SURJUDPPH�EHWZHHQ�ORFDO�
and regional entities, Al-Invest for SMEs, Euro-Solar for renewable energies, or Euroclima. 

2WKHU�SURJUDPPHV�ZKLFK�RIIHU�JUHDW�SRVVLELOLWLHV�WR�VWUHQJWKHQ�&((�/$&�UHODWLRQV�DUH�WHFKQROR-
J\�WUDQVIHU�SURJUDPPHV��OLNH�IRU�H[DPSOH�WKH�-RLQW�,QLWLDWLYH�RQ�5HVHDUFK�DQG�,QQRYDWLRQ�ZKLFK�
SURPRWHG� WKH�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�RI�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ� UHVHDUFK�JURXSV� LQ� WKH�SURJUDPPHV�RI� WKH��WK�
(XURSHDQ�)UDPHZRUN�3URJUDPPH�IRU�5HVHDUFK�� and which will have to be adapted to the new 
+RUL]RQ������SURJUDPPH��)URP�VRPH�LQWHUYLHZV�WKHUH�LV�HLWKHU�D�QRWLFHDEOH�LJQRUDQFH�RI�WKH�
H[LVWHQFH�RI�WKHVH�SURJUDPPHV�RU�HYHQ�WKH�SHUFHSWLRQ�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�SURMHFWV�ZKLFK�DUH�KHDYLO\�
LQÁXHQFHG�E\�FHUWDLQ�PHPEHU�FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�JUHDWHU�FRQQHFWLRQV�ZLWK�/$&��ZKLFK�DUH�JDLQLQJ�
DQ�DGYDQWDJH�WKURXJK�WKHLU�SUHYLRXV�FRQQHFWLRQV��0HLVHO��������

The renewal of the majority of these programmes within the new regional strategies should con-
sider how to incorporate more CEE countries with regional programmes establishing goals and 
VSHFLÀF�LQVWUXPHQWV�WR�SURPRWH�WKHLU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�DQG�HIIHFWLYH�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ��7KH�(XURSHDQ�
([WHUQDO�$FWLRQ�6HUYLFH�DQG�LWV�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV�FDQ�WDNH�VSHFLÀF�DFWLRQ�RQ�WKLV��EXW�WKHUH�DOVR�
KDV�WR�EH�PRUH�SURDFWLYH�DFWLRQ�WDNHQ�E\�QDWLRQDO�VRFLDO�DFWRUV�WR�SURPRWH�H[FKDQJH�OLQNV��7KLV�
LV�HDVLHU�IRU�WKRVH�FRXQWULHV�ZKLFK�KDYH�D�SUHVHQFH�RI�GLDVSRUDV�EXW�YHU\�GLIÀFXOW�LI�WKHUH�LV�QR�
SUHYLRXV�UHODWLRQVKLS��7KH�(8�/$&�)RXQGDWLRQ�FDQ�KDYH�D�VSHFLÀF�UROH�LQ�WKLV�WDVN�

45 www.eurosocial-ii.eu 
��� KWWS���HF�HXURSD�HX�UHVHDUFK��LVFS�SGI�ODF�MRLQWBLQLWLDWLYHBIRUBUHVHDUFKBDQGBLQQRYDWLRQBHQ�SGI�YLHZ ÀW	SDJHPRGH QRQH



43



44

5   MECHANISMS AND CHANNELS  
OF BILATERAL COOPERATION 

:KLOH�WKH�QHWZRUN�RI�DJUHHPHQWV�WKDW�PDNH�XS�WKH�OHJDO�IUDPHZRUN�HVWDEOLVKHG�EHWZHHQ�WKH�(8�
DQG�VRPH�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�FRXQWULHV�EORFV�RI�FRXQWULHV�KDYH�EHHQ� WKH�PDLQ�GULYHU� IRU� UHODWLRQV�
EHWZHHQ�/$&�DQG�&((�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�ODVW�GHFDGH��ELODWHUDO�UHODWLRQVKLS�IUDPHZRUNV�VXUYLYH�DQG�
WKHVH�ODUJHO\�H[SODLQ�WKH�GLIIHUHQW�OHYHOV�RI�LQWHUDFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�GLIIHUHQW�FRXQWULHV��+HUH�ZH�ZLOO�
GHDO�ZLWK�SROLWLFDO�DQG�RU�GLSORPDWLF�UHODWLRQV��DV�ZHOO�DV�RWKHU�NLQGV�RI�LQVWUXPHQWV�DQG�IDFWRUV�WKDW�
have been of relevance for mutual understanding and contact between countries of both regions. 

5.1) BILATERAL LEGAL-INSTITUTIONAL RELATIONS
As mentioned above, during the Soviet era in Central and Eastern Europe, both economic and 
GLSORPDWLF�UHODWLRQV�ZLWK�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�ZHUH�FORVH��7KHUH�ZDV�DQ�H[WHQVLYH�QHWZRUN�RI�GLSOR-
PDWLF�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV��7KH�VDPH�KDSSHQHG�LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�<XJRVODYLD��ZKLFK�KDG�D�YHU\�DFWLYH�
SUHVHQFH�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD����PDGH�XS�RI�D�KLJKO\�TXDOLÀHG�GLSORPDWLF�FRUSV�JHQHUDOO\�EHORQJLQJ�
WR�WKH�GLIIHUHQW�VWDWHV�FRQVWLWXWLQJ�WKH�<XJRVODY�EORF�

The fall of the Soviet bloc brought with it a withdrawal of the CEE countries and bilateral rela-
WLRQV�ZLWK�UHJLRQV�RXWVLGH�WKH�(8�ZHUH�DW�DQ�DOO�WLPH�ORZ��$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��VRPH�RI�WKH�QHZ�
FRXQWULHV�WKDW�DURVH�IURP�WKH�GLVPHPEHUPHQW�RI�WKH�8665�DQG�IRUPHU�<XJRVODYLD�ODFNHG�UH-
SUHVHQWDWLRQ��D�GLSORPDWLF�FRUSV�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ�DQG�D�OHJDO�IUDPHZRUN�IRU�UHODWLRQV��(TXDOO\��DV�
UHJLPHV�FKDQJHG�LQ�SUHYLRXVO\�H[LVWLQJ�FRXQWULHV��UHODWLRQV�KDG�WR�EH�XSGDWHG��%HFDXVH�RI�WKLV��
DOWKRXJK�/$&�ZDV�QRW�D�SULRULW\�]RQH�IRU�WKH�&((�FRXQWULHV��D�FHUWDLQ�DPRXQW�RI�GLSORPDWLF�DF-
tivity was necessary to establish legal-institutional bases for relationships.

,W�LV�QRW�SRVVLEOH�KHUH�WR�FDUU\�RXW�DQ�H[KDXVWLYH�DQDO\VLV�RI�HDFK�DQG�HYHU\�RQH�RI�WKH�DJUHH-
ments reached, nor of the diplomatic missions or visits of each country, as this goes beyond the 
remit of this report, but the aim is to show the main bilateral links, beyond the purely economic 
ones, and their main characteristics.

A) DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATIONS 
7KH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�D�GLSORPDWLF�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�IURP�RQH�FRXQWU\�LQ�DQRWKHU�VKRZV�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�

��� <XJRVODYLD�KDG�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV�LQ�DOO�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�FRXQWULHV�
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given to bilateral relations. It could be said that if it is an Embassy, the presence of the country 
there is of primary importance, especially if it is a relatively small or has limited resources. How-
ever, often the establishment of diplomatic representations has more to do with a show of intent 
E\�D�FRXQWU\�WR�EHFRPH�D�JOREDO�SOD\HU�RU�DV�DQ�LQVWUXPHQW�RI�VRIW�SRZHU��WKDQ�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�
VLJQLÀFDQW�HFRQRPLF�DQG�RU�FXOWXUDO�UHODWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�WZR�VSHFLÀF�FRXQWULHV�

Table 5: Representations of LAC in CEE countries

Bulga-
ria

Slova-
kia

Slove-
nia

Esto-
nia

Hun-
gary

Latvia Lithu-
ania

Po-
land

Czech 
Rep.

Ru-
mania

Argen-
tina

E ------ ------ ------ E ------ ------ E E E

Bolivia ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------

Brazil E E E E E ------ ------ E E E

Chile ------ ------ ------ ------ E CH ------ E E E

Co-
lombia

C ------ ------ ------ ------ C ------ E ------ ------

Costa 
Rica

------ CH ------ C ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------

Ecua-
dor

C CH ------ ------ E CH ------ E C ------

El Sal-
vador

------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------

Guate-
mala

------ ------ ------ CH CH ------ CH CH CH

Hon-
duras

------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ C ------

Mexico ------ ------ ------ ------ E ------ ------ E E E

Peru CH CH CH CH CH CH CH E E E

Pana-
ma

------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ E CH ------

Para-
guay

------ CH CH ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ CH ------

Domi-
nican 
Rep.

------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ CH ------

Suri-
nam

------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------

Trini-
dad y 
Tobago

------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------

Urugu-
ay

------ ------ ------ CH CH CH ------ E ------ E

Vene-
zuela

E ------ E ------ E ------ ------ E E E

Key: E (Embassy); C (Consulate); HC (Honorary Consulate)



46

,Q�WKH�FDVH�RI�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&((�FRXQWULHV��WKHLU�JOREDO�SUHVHQFH�YDULHV�ZLGHO\��HYHQ�
PRUH�VR�LI�ZH�ORRN�DW�WKH�WZR�UHJLRQV�WRJHWKHU��7DEOHV���DQG���VKRZ�WKH�GLVWULEXWLRQ�DQG�W\SROR-
J\�RI�GLSORPDWLF�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV�LQ�WZR�WDEOHV��RQH�UHIHUV�WR�GLSORPDWLF�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV�RI�/$&�
countries in Central and Eastern Europe, and the other shows them the other way around. In 
these tables it can be seen that the network is limited and that recourse to honorary consuls is 
IDLUO\�FRPPRQ��%XW�DJDLQ�ZH�VHH�KHUH�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�²�RQ�WKH�/$&�VLGH�²�RI�%UD]LO��$UJHQWLQD�
DQG�0H[LFR��DQG�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�VLGH�RI�3RODQG��&]HFK�5HSXEOLF�DQG�5RPDQLD�

,Q�WKH�ODVW�GHFDGH��ELODWHUDO�UHJLRQDO�UHODWLRQV�KDYH�LQFUHDVHG�FRQVLGHUDEO\��QRW�RQO\�DW�WKH�OHYHO�
of the number of ordinary permanent diplomatic representations seen in the tables, but also 
through high-level visits. In recent years some relevant visits can be highlighted such as that of 
WKH�3UHVLGHQW�RI�6ORYHQLD��'DQLOR�7�UN��ZKR�WRXUHG�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�LQ�������DQG�LQ�WKH�VDPH�\HDU�
the Polish Prime Minister, Donald Tusk, visited Peru and Chile. Argentinian President Cristina 
)HUQiQGH]�UHFHLYHG�WKH�3UHVLGHQW�RI�/LWKXDQLD��9DOGDV�$GDPNXV��LQ�-XO\�������7KH�3UHVLGHQW�
of the Czech Republic, Václav Klaus, was on tour in Chile and Argentina in April 2011. The Ro-
manian Secretary of State visited Brazil, Chile and Peru in 2012, and in November of that year 
WKH�3ROLVK�0LQLVWHU�RI�)RUHLJQ�$IIDLUV��5DGRVODZ�6LNRUVNL��YLVLWHG�%UD]LO��7KH�3UHVLGHQW�RI�3HUX��
Ollanta Humala, received his Romanian counterpart, Traian Basescu, in January 2013, where 
KH�DOVR�DQQRXQFHG�D�WULS�WR�5RPDQLD�LQ�WKH�QH[W�IHZ�\HDUV��,W�LV�QRWHZRUWK\�WKDW�6ORYHQLD�EHFD-
PH�DQ�REVHUYHU�VWDWH�LQ�WKH�$&6�$(&��$VVRFLDWLRQ�RI�&DULEEHDQ�6WDWHV��LQ������

Going the other way in recent years,48�WKHUH�DUH�IHZ�KLJK�OHYHO�RIÀFLDO�WULSV�E\�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�
leaders to Central and Eastern European countries. Among them mention should be made of 
WKH�3UHVLGHQWV�RI�%UD]LO��)HUQDQGR�+HQULTXH�&DUGRVR��WR�3RODQG�DQG�6ORYDNLD�LQ�)HEUXDU\������
and Dilma Rousseff to Bulgaria49�LQ�2FWREHU�������,Q�-XQH������WKH�3HUXYLDQ�0LQLVWHU�RI�)RU-
HLJQ�$IIDLUV��-RVp�$QWRQLR�*DUFtD�%HOD~QGH��DOVR�YLVLWHG�3RODQG��,W�LV�DOVR�ZRUWK�UHPHPEHULQJ�
WKDW�WKH�H[�3UHVLGHQW�RI�9HQH]XHOD��+XJR�&KiYH]��PDGH�VHYHUDO�WULSV�WR�(DVWHUQ�(XURSH��EXW�
RQO\� WR�5XVVLD��%HODUXV�DQG�8NUDLQH��)RU�KLV�SDUW�� WKH�3UHVLGHQW�RI�(FXDGRU��5DIDHO�&RUUHD��
announced the possibility of closing its embassies in Hungary and Poland given the lack of 
UHFLSURFLW\��ZKLOH�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�YLVLWLQJ�5XVVLD��7KLV�QRWZLWKVWDQGLQJ��WKH�3HUXYLDQ�)RUHLJQ�
0LQLVWHU�PHW�KLV�FRXQWHUSDUWV�IURP�6ORYDNLD�DQG�+XQJDU\�LQ�������5HFHQWO\���������WKH�&RORP-
ELDQ�0LQLVWHU�IRU�)RUHLJQ�$IIDLUV�PHW�KHU�&]HFK�FRXQWHUSDUW�LQ�3UDJXH�

At the diplomatic level, Hungary reopening its embassy in Chile in January 2014 can be taken 
DV�DQ�H[DPSOH�RI�WKH�VWUHQJWKHQLQJ�RI�UHODWLRQV�50�/DWYLD�RSHQHG�DQ�+RQRUDU\�&RQVXODWH� LQ�
%UD]LO�LQ�'HFHPEHU������DV�SDUW�RI�D�QHZ�VWUDWHJ\�WR�H[WHQG�UHODWLRQV�RXWVLGH�WKH�(8��LQFOX-
GLQJ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�51 The Czech Republic will reopen52 its embassy in Bogotá and a trade 
RIÀFH� LQ�0HGHOOtQ� WKLV�\HDU��DV�SDUW�RI�VDLG�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�VWUDWHJ\�RI�VRPH�&((�FRXQWULHV�
WR�IRUP�FORVHU�WLHV�ZLWK�/DWLQ�$PHULFD��%XW�WKHUH�DUH�IHZ�&((�DQG�/$&�FRXQWULHV�WKDW�KDYH�D�

48 7KH�H[�SUHVLGHQW�RI�3HUX��$OEHUWR�)XMLPRUL��KDG�YLVLWHG�+XQJDU\��3RODQG�DQG�5RPDQLD�LQ������
49 His visit was in large part motivated by the Bulgarian origins of the father of the President.
50 Closed in 2009.
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51 $V�SDUW�RI�WKLV�VWUDWHJ\�/DWYLD�VLJQHG�D�0HPRUDQGXP�RI�8QGHUVWDQGLQJ�IRU�SROLWLFDO�FRQVXOWDWLRQV�ÀUVW�ZLWK�8UXJXD\�DQG 

� �WKHQ�ZLWK�%UD]LO��&KLOH��$UJHQWLQD��3HUX��&RORPELD��0H[LFR��3DQDPD��&XED�DQG�&RVWD�5LFD���(OWHWR�������

52 Closed in 2010.

Table 6: Representations of CEE countries in LAC countries 

Argen-
tina

Bolivia Brazil Chile Co-
lombia

Costa 
Rica

Ecua-
dor

El Sal-
vador

Gua-
temala

Hon-
duras

Bulga-
ria

E ------- E ------- ------- ------- ------- ------- ------- -------

Slova-
kia

E ------- E ------- ------- ------- ------- ------- ------- -------

Slove-
nia

E ------- E C ------- ------- C ------- ------- -------

Estonia CH CH E CH ------- CH CH CH ------- -------

Hun-
gary

E CH E E ------- CH CH ------- CH CH

Latvia CH ------- CH CH CH ------- ------- ------- CH CH

Lithua-
nia

CH ------ C CH CH ------ CH ------ ------ ------

Poland E CH E E E CH CH CH CH CH

Czech 
Rep.

E CH E E CH CH CH CH CH CH

Ruma-
nia

E CH E E E CH CH CH CH CH

Mexico Peru Pana-
ma

Para-
guay

Domi-
nican 
Rep.

Surina-
me

Trini-
dad y 
Tobago

Urugu-
ay

Vene-
zuela

Bulga-
ria

E ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------

Slova-
kia

E ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------

Slove-
nia

CH ------ CH ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------

Estonia CH ------ ------ CH CH ------ ------ CH CH

Hun-
gary

E CH CH CH ------ ------ ------ CH CH

Latvia CH CH ------ CH CH ------ ------ CH CH

Lithua-
nia

CH ------ ------ CH CH ------ ------ CH CH

Poland E CH CH E CH CH CH CH E

Czech 
Rep.

E CH CH E CH CH CH CH ------

Ruma-
nia

E CH CH E CH ------ ------ E E

Key: E (Embassy); C (Consulate); HC (Honorary Consulate)
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comprehensive country-strategy of relations and it often depends on the activism of certain 
representatives. 

B) BILATERAL AGREEMENTS
7KH�/$&�DQG�&((�FRXQWULHV�DUH�OLQNHG�E\�DQ�LQÀQLWH�QXPEHU�RI�DJUHHPHQWV�RQ�GLIIHUHQW�VXE-
MHFWV��WUDGH��LQYHVWPHQW��PLOLWDU\�FRRSHUDWLRQ��GRXEOH�WD[DWLRQ��DQLPDO�KHDOWK��H[WUDGLWLRQ��DPRQJ�
others. In compliance with the objective of the project and what was mentioned in section 2, 
the obligatory references are the Agreements on Reciprocal Promotion and Protection of In-
YHVWPHQWV��$533,���%DVLFDOO\�WKH�VWUXFWXUH�LQ�DOO�FDVHV�FRQVLGHUV�WKH�VDPH�SRLQWV��SURPRWLRQ�
DQG�SURWHFWLRQ�RI�LQYHVWPHQWV��QDWLRQDO�WUHDWPHQW��WUDQVIHUV��H[SURSULDWLRQV��FRPSHQVDWLRQ�DQG�
GLVSXWH�UHVROXWLRQ��7KHVH�DJUHHPHQWV�DUH�QHFHVVDU\�WR�WKH�H[WHQW�WKDW�WKHVH�TXHVWLRQV�DUH�QRW�
DOZD\V�FRYHUHG�LQ�WKH�FXUUHQW�$VVRFLDWLRQ�$JUHHPHQWV�LQ�IRUFH�ZLWK�WKH�(8��

7DEOH���VKRZV�DOO�LQYHVWPHQW�DJUHHPHQWV�VLJQHG�EHWZHHQ�JRYHUQPHQWV�RI�WKH�FRXQWULHV�LQFOX-
GHG�LQ�WKLV�VWXG\��,W�FDQ�EH�VHHQ�WKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�DOO�VLJQHG�EHIRUH�WKH�DFFHVVLRQ�WR�WKH�(8�RI�WKH�
CEE countries, and that only one came into force after accession. It is worth highlighting that 
%UD]LO�GRHV�QRW�DSSHDU�RQ�WKH�OLVW�DQG�WKDW�0H[LFR�RQO\�KDV�RQH�DJUHHPHQW��EHLQJ�WKH�FRXQWU\�
which invests most in Central and Eastern Europe, especially if we take into account that the 
$VVRFLDWLRQ�$JUHHPHQW�LQ�IRUFH�ZLWK�WKH�(8�GRHV�QRW�FRYHU�LQYHVWPHQW�SURWHFWLRQ��

$IWHU�WKH�/LVERQ�7UHDW\�FDPH�LQWR�IRUFH�JLYLQJ�QHZ�SRZHUV�WR�WKH�(8��WKH�$VVRFLDWLRQ�$JUHH-
ments will indeed cover investment protection. As these agreements are updated, the bilateral 
DJUHHPHQWV�EHWZHHQ�/$&�DQG�&((�FRXQWULHV�ZLOO�EH�UHSODFHG�E\�D�VLQJOH�DJUHHPHQW�IRU�DOO�RI�
WKH�(8�ZLWK�WKH�FRUUHVSRQGLQJ�/$&�FRXQWU\�RU�JURXS�RI�FRXQWULHV��UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�D�VLPSOLÀFDWLRQ�
of the legal framework. This will provide a greater coverage to investors on both sides of the 
$WODQWLF��7KH�VDPH�GRHV�QRW�KDSSHQ�ZLWK�GRXEOH�WD[DWLRQ�DJUHHPHQWV��ZKLFK�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�EH�
bilateral and are currently scarce. These agreements are interesting for internationalised com-
panies, but they are especially important for the mobility of people.  

While it is true that concluding agreements like those described is of vital importance for provi-
GLQJ�UHODWLRQV�ZLWK�D�OHJDO�IUDPHZRUN��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WUDGH�DQG�LQYHVWPHQW���WKH�VXSSRUW�
EXVLQHVVHV�DQG�LQYHVWRUV�FDQ�UHFHLYH�WKURXJK�SURPRWLRQ�HYHQWV��HFRQRPLF�IRUXPV�DQG�RU�WUDGH�
missions, both from government organisms and business associations, is no less important. 

In this regard, it is interesting to highlight that a greater level of representation of each country 
through embassies, trade sections and consulates generates a greater understanding and they 
generally carry out promotional activities, both economic and cultural.

C) ECONOMIC PROMOTION ACTIVITIES 
As shown earlier, one of the recurring obstacles mentioned by those interviewed for the pro-
ject is mutual ignorance. Hence the dynamism of relations makes it necessary for govern-
ments to carry out active policies in collaboration with the private sector. The increase in 
representation has facilitated this type of initiatives, which are not common but very impor-
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tant to establish spaces for mutual dialogue that may contribute to the generation of further 
H[FKDQJH��7KURXJK�WKHVH�RFFDVLRQDO�H[DPSOHV��ZH�FDQ�FRQÀUP�WKH�DERYHPHQWLRQHG�WUHQG�
for CEE countries after the crisis to go in search of new markets outside Europe in order to 
LQFUHDVH�DQG�GLYHUVLI\� WKHLU�H[SRUWV��$PRQJ�WKH�GLIIHUHQW� LQLWLDWLYHV�WKHUH�DUH�VHYHUDO� W\SHV��
WKH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�EL�QDWLRQDO�FKDPEHUV�RI�FRPPHUFH��FROODERUDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ� LQYHVWPHQW�
SURPRWLRQ�RUJDQLVPV��DQG�WKH�DWWHQGDQFH�RI�IDLUV��VHPLQDUV�DQG�IRUXPV�IRU�WKH�SURPRWLRQ�RI�
business and investment. 

7KH�IROORZLQJ�DUH�H[DPSOHV�RI�FROODERUDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�FKDPEHUV�RI�FRPPHUFH��LQ�$SULO������WKH�
%UD]LOLDQ�/LWKXDQLDQ�&KDPEHU�RI�&RPPHUFH�ZDV�RSHQHG��LQ�'HFHPEHU�������WKH�/DWYLD�$UJHQ-
WLQD�8UXJXD\�&KDPEHU�RI�&RPPHUFH�ZDV�RSHQHG��LQ�0D\������WKH�3ROLVK�$UJHQWLQH�&KDPEHU�
RI�&RPPHUFH�ZDV�UHDFWLYDWHG�LQ�%XHQRV�$LUHV��LQ�$SULO������WKH�+XQJDULDQ�0H[LFDQ�-RLQW�(FR-
nomic Commission  was created.

Table 7: Bilateral Investment Agreements

Parties Signature Entry into force

Argentina Bulgaria 21/09/1993 11/03/1997

Argentina Hungary 05/02/1993 01/10/1997

Argentina Lithuania 14/03/1996 01/09/1998

Argentina Poland 31/07/1991 01/09/1992

Argentina Czech  Republic 21/09/1996 ----------------

Argentina Romania 21/07/1993 01/05/1995

Chile Hungary 10/03/1997 ----------------

Chile Polonia 05/07/1995 22/09/2000

Chile Czech  Republic 24/04/1995 02/12/1996

Chile Rumania 04/07/1995 27/08/1997

Costa Rica Czech  Republic 28/10/1998 ----------------

El Salvador Czech  Republic 29/11/1999 28/03/2001

Guatemala Czech  Republic 08/07/2003 29/04/2005

Mexico Czech  Republic 04/04/2002 ----------------

Panama Czech  Republic 27/08/1999 20/10/2000

Paraguay Hungary 01/08/1993 01/02/1995

Paraguay Czech  Republic 21/10/1998 24/03/2000

Paraguay Romania 21/05/1994 03/04/1995

Perú Romania 16/05/1994 16/01/1995

Uruguay Hungría 25/08/1989 01/07/1992

Uruguay Poland 02/08/1991 21/10/1994

Uruguay Romania 23/11/1990 30/08/1993

Uruguay Czech  Republic 26/09/1996 20/12/2000

Venezuela Czech  Republic 27/04/1995 23/07/1996

Own table (Source: OAS)



50

$V� IRU�DJUHHPHQWV�ZLWK�SURPRWLRQ�DJHQFLHV� WKH� IROORZLQJ�H[DPSOHV�DUH� IRXQG�� LQ�$SULO������
HITA53�RSHQHG�LWV�ÀUVW�RIÀFH�LQ�6mR�3DXOR�DQG�VLJQHG�DJUHHPHQWV�ZLWK�RWKHU�VLPLODU�RUJDQLVD-
WLRQV�LQ�$UJHQWLQD��([SRUWDU��DQG�%UD]LO��$SH[���LQ�2FWREHU������3$,L,=54 signed a cooperation 
DJUHHPHQW�ZLWK�3UR&KLOH��2WKHU�FRXQWULHV�OLNH�0H[LFR�DWWHQG�WR�&((�FRXQWULHV�IURP�3URPp[LFR�
RIÀFHV�LQ�*HUPDQ\�DQG�6ZHGHQ�

$PRQJ� WKH�PRVW� UHFHQW� WUDGH�PLVVLRQV� DUH��(VWRQLD¶V� EXVLQHVV�PLVVLRQ� WR�0H[LFR� �ORJLVWLFV�
VHFWRU��0D\��������5RPDQLD¶V�EXVLQHVV�PLVVLRQ�WR�0H[LFR��QDYDO�VHFWRU��-XQH��������5LR�GH�
-DQHLUR�%XVLQHVV�&KDPEHU�'HOHJDWLRQ�WR�+XQJDU\��0D\���������WK�PHHWLQJ�RI�WKH�0H[LFR�5R-
PDQLD�+LJK�/HYHO�*URXS55��0DUFK��������7KHVH�LQLWLDWLYHV�DUH�D�IXUWKHU�H[DPSOH�RI�WKH�JURZLQJ�
LQWHUHVW�RI�FRPSDQLHV�LQ�WKH�&((�FRXQWULHV�²�HVSHFLDOO\�WKH�ELJJHU�RQHV�²�LQ�WKH�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�
market. 

At the same time, trade fairs, seminars and forums can boost trade and investment, as contact 
is made directly between companies and investors. In relation to this last point we can list a 
series of recent events in which both regions were able to converge, which shows the growing 
DQG� UHQHZHG�PXWXDO� LQWHUHVW�� &]HFK�$UJHQWLQH�7HFKQRORJ\�'D\V� �1RYHPEHU� ������� &]HFK�
0H[LFDQ�7HFKQRORJ\�'D\V� �6HSWHPEHU� �������&]HFK�%UD]LOLDQ�7HFKQRORJ\�'D\V� �1RYHPEHU�
�������+XQJDU\�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�)RUXP��%XGDSHVW��0DUFK��������/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�(FRQRPLF�IRUXP�
RI�WKH�'DQXEH�5HJLRQ��%XGDSHVW��2FWREHU��������VHPLQDU�́ ,QYHVWPHQW�3RVVLELOLWLHV�LQ�%UD]LO�DQG�
5LR�GH�-DQHLURµ��%XGDSHVW��0D\��������%LODWHUDO�%XVLQHVV�6XPPLW�1RUWK�$PHULFD���&((��%UDWLV-

Table 8: Bilateral Double Taxation Agreements

Parties Area Signature

Argentina Poland Air and Sea Transport 28/12/1950

Brazil Hungary Income and Capital 20/06/1986

Brazil Slovakia Income and Capital 26/08/1986

Brazil Czech Republic Income and Capital 26/08/1986

Ecuador Romania Income and Capital 24/04/1992

Mexico Czech Republic Income and Capital 04/04/2002

Mexico Poland Income 30/11/1998

Mexico Slovakia Income 13/05/2006

Mexico Romania Income and Capital 20/06/2001

Uruguay Hungary Income and Capital 25/10/1988

Uruguay Poland Income and Capital 02/08/1991

Venezuela Czech Republic Income and Capital 26/04/2006

Own graph (Source: UNCTAD)

53 Hungarian Investment and Trade Agency
54 3ROVND�$JHQFMD�,QIRUPDFML�L�,QZHVW\FML�=DJUDQLF]Q\FK��3ROLVK�,QIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�)RUHLJQ�,QYHVWPHQW�$JHQF\��
55 7KLV�UHODWLRQVKLS�FDQ�EH�FODVVLÀHG�DV�D�VXFFHVV�JLYHQ�WKDW�5RPDQLD�DPRQJ�RWKHU�WKLQJV�PDQDJHG�WR�VHOO�WZR� 

 oil platforms to PEMEX and two patrol boats to the government.
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ODYD��6HSW��������� In June 2010, SARIO���RUJDQLVHG�D�ELODWHUDO�WUDGH�VXPPLW�ZLWK�0H[LFR�DQG�
Slovakia in Bratislava, and last but not least, in September 2013 a meeting of the Hungarian-
Brazilian Joint Economic Committee took place in Budapest.58 

$JDLQ�� LW�FDQ�EH�VHHQ�KHUH�WKDW�0H[LFR�DQG�%UD]LO�VWDQG�RXW�RQ�WKH�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�VLGH�DQG�
Poland, Hungary and the Czech Republic on the CEE side. The smaller countries or the ones 
with fewer resources should try to take more advantage of the spaces provided by the European 
FRRSHUDWLRQ�SURJUDPPHV��ZKLFK�DUH�FXUUHQWO\�XQGHU�H[SORLWHG��

D) CULTURAL COOPERATION
/DVW�EXW�QRW�OHDVW��LQ�WKH�ODVW�IHZ�\HDUV�DGYDQFHV�KDYH�DOVR�EHHQ�PDGH�LQ�WKH�ÀHOG�RI�FXOWXUDO�
cooperation. Given the previously mentioned level of ignorance between both regions the pro-
motion of cultural relations is a fundamental element to increase the visibility of countries of 
one region in the other. A large number of cultural cooperation agreements have been signed 
EHWZHHQ�ERWK�JURXSV�RI�FRXQWULHV��RIWHQ�RQ�WKH�RFFDVLRQ�RI�D�VWDWH�YLVLW��)RU�H[DPSOH��LQ������
3HUX�DQG�5RPDQLD�VLJQHG�D�FRRSHUDWLRQ�DJUHHPHQW�LQ�WKH�ÀHOGV�RI�(GXFDWLRQ��6FLHQFH��&XOWXUH��
<RXWK�DQG�6SRUW�� LQ������0H[LFR�DQG�/DWYLD�VLJQHG�D�FRRSHUDWLRQ�DJUHHPHQW�LQ�WKH�DUHDV�RI�
&XOWXUH��(GXFDWLRQ�DQG�6SRUW��LQ������&RORPELD�DQG�6ORYHQLD�VLJQHG�D�&XOWXUDO�DQG�(GXFDWLRQDO�
([FKDQJH�$JUHHPHQW��DQG�LQ������WKH�JRYHUQPHQWV�RI�$UJHQWLQD�DQG�/LWKXDQLD�GLG�WKH�VDPH�
WKLQJ��VLJQLQJ�D�FXOWXUDO�FRRSHUDWLRQ�DJUHHPHQW�RQ�WKH�RFFDVLRQ�RI�DQ�RIÀFLDO�YLVLW�E\�WKH�/LWKX-
anian President to Buenos Aires.

There are also a large number of cultural events that are held in both regions to promote and 
strengthen ties between the different cultures. Generally, it is the embassies that support these 
LQLWLDWLYHV��SURYLGLQJ�VSDFHV�DQG�SURPRWLQJ�FXOWXUDO�DFWLYLWLHV�VXFK�DV�PXVLFDO�FRQFHUWV��DUW�H[KL-
ELWLRQV��ÀOP�IHVWLYDOV�RU�ERRN�SUHVHQWDWLRQV��6RPH�HYHQWV�RI�UHFRJQLVHG�LPSRUWDQFH�DUH��IRU�H[-
DPSOH��WKH�&XOWXUDO�IHVWLYDO�́ +XQJDU\�LQ�&DQF~Qµ��6HYHQWK�HGLWLRQ���WKH�́ )UHGHULF�&KRSLQµ�,QWHUQD-
WLRQDO�3LDQR�&RPSHWLWLRQ�LQ�/LPD��7KLUG�HGLWLRQ���WKH�´7DQJR�6XQ�)HVWLYDOµ��DQ�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�7DQJR�
)HVWLYDO�LQ�5LJD��6HYHQWK�HGLWLRQ���WKH�´/RG]�%DOOURRP�7DQJR�)HVWLYDOµ�LQ�3RODQG��)RXUWK�HGLWLRQ��

However, there is rarely a structured cultural cooperation policy. Some countries such as Po-
ODQG�GR�KDYH�D�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�3XEOLF�DQG�&XOWXUDO�'LSORPDF\�ZLWK�DQ�H[WHQVLYH�SURJUDPPH��
DOWKRXJK�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�FDVH�VWXG\�ZKLFK�DSSHDUV�DV�DQ�RQ�OLQH�$QQH[��WKH�DFWLYLWLHV�DUH�QRW�
UHDOO\�GHVLJQHG�ZLWK�WKH�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�UHJLRQ�LQ�PLQG��%UXG]LQVND�DQG�5RVWRZND���������7R�
increase visibility and drawing power and to promote a vision of community and shared values 
within the CEE countries as a whole, several groups have been set up responding to common 
ties. The most established of these is the Visegrad Group, made up of Poland, Czech Republic, 
Slovakia and Hungary, which hold joint activities and coordinate some of their activities in other 
countries through their representations, according to some of those interviewed for this study. 

��� 7KH�QH[W�ZLOO�EH�KHOG�LQ�-XQH������LQ�0H[LFR�

��� Slovak Investment and Trade Development Agency.
58 7KH�QH[W�ZLOO�EH�KHOG�LQ�DXWXPQ������LQ�%UD]LO�
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2QH�H[DPSOH�JLYHQ�LQ�WKH�FDVH�VWXG\�LV�WKH�´(XURSHDQ�4XDUWHW�²�2QH�0HORG\µ�KHOG�LQ������LQ�
%UD]LO��%UXG]LQVND�DQG�5RVWRZND���������DQRWKHU�H[DPSOH�LV�WKH�FRQYHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�+XQJDU\�
/DWLQ�$PHULFD�)RUXP�KHOG� LQ�%XGDSHVW� LQ������ LQWR�DQ�/$�9��)RUXP� �6LOYD�� �������$QRWKHU�
JURXS�RI�FRXQWULHV�WKDW�FRRUGLQDWH�DPRQJ�HDFK�RWKHU�DUH�WKH�%DOWLF�FRXQWULHV��(VWRQLD��/DWYLD�
DQG�/LWKXDQLD���DOWKRXJK�WKHLU�DFWLYLW\�LQ�/$&�LV�ORZ�

,Q�WKH�ÀHOG�RI�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�UHVHDUFK��LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�(XURSHDQ�SURJUDPPHV��WKHUH�DUH�ELODWHUDl 
SURJUDPPHV��$OWKRXJK�OLWWOH�SUHFLVH�GDWD�LV�DYDLODEOH��WKH�QXPEHU�RI�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�VWXGHQWV�
going to the CEE countries is not high because of mutual ignorance and the language barrier. 
However, there is a detectable slow increase in some countries, such as Poland, which doubled 
LWV�QXPEHU�RI�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�VWXGHQWV�LQ�RQH�GHFDGH��%UXG]LQVND�DQG�5RVWRZVND���������

,Q� WKLV�ÀHOG� LW� LV�HVVHQWLDO� WR�KLJKOLJKW� WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�SURJUDPPH�GHYHORSHG�E\�%UD]LO�FDOOHG�
´6FLHQFH�:LWKRXW�)URQWLHUVµ��&6)���/DXQFKHG�LQ�������&6)�FRQVWLWXWHV�D�SURJUDPPH�IRU�LQWHU-
QDWLRQDO�H[FKDQJH�DQG�PRELOLW\�LQ�WKH�IUDPHZRUN�RI�WKH�H[SDQVLRQ��FRQVROLGDWLRQ�DQG�LQWHUQDWLR-
nalisation of Brazilian science. Destinations available for undergraduate or postgraduate study 
DUH�+XQJDU\��WKH�&]HFK�5HSXEOLF��DQG�IURP�WKLV�\HDU�3RODQG�DV�ZHOO��&DUULMR�DQG�9LOODU��������

%XW�WR�IDFLOLWDWH�WKH�SURPRWLRQ�RI�ERWK�HFRQRPLF�DQG�VRFLDO�H[FKDQJH�LW�LV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�UHYLHZ�
visa policies to adapt them to mobility needs in order to facilitate direct investment and research 
FRRSHUDWLRQ��$\XVR�DQG�6iQFKH]�0RQWLMDQR���������7KH�QHZ�$VVRFLDWLRQ�$JUHHPHQWV�VKRXOG�
promote reciprocity in admission conditions to facilitate science and technology cooperation 
SURJUDPPHV��/LNHZLVH��UHFLSURFDO�ELODWHUDO�GRXEOH�WD[DWLRQ�DJUHHPHQWV�VKRXOG�EH�VWUHQJWKHQHG�

It is also important that countries draw up more structured cultural cooperation policies which 
PLJKW�DOORZ�V\QHUJLHV�WR�EH�HVWDEOLVKHG�EHWZHHQ�H[LVWLQJ�QDWLRQDO�DQG�(XURSHDQ�VXSSO\��GHYHO�
RSLQJ�VFKRODUVKLS�SURJUDPPHV�DQG�MRLQW�H[FKDQJH�WR�IDFLOLWDWH�PRELOLW\�EHWZHHQ�/$&�DQG�&((�
FRXQWULHV��7KLV�KDV�DQ�LQÁXHQFH�RQ�LPSURYHG�DFFHVV�WR�LQIRUPDWLRQ��FROODERUDWLRQ�DJUHHPHQWV�
and joint programmes. 

5.2) OTHER CHANNELS OF NON-OFFICIAL COOPERATION

A) DIASPORAS 
:H�KDYH�SRLQWHG�RXW� LQ� WKH� LQWURGXFWLRQ� WKDW�PLJUDWRU\� ÁRZV�KDYH�EHHQ� IXQGDPHQWDOO\� RQH�
GLUHFWLRQDO��IURP�WKH�&HQWUDO�DQG�(DVWHUQ�(XURSHDQ�FRXQWULHV�WR�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULE-
bean. The presence of immigrants from Central and Eastern Europe has been largely in South 
$PHULFD��PDLQO\�%UD]LO��$UJHQWLQD��&KLOH��8UXJXD\�DQG�9HQH]XHOD��+RZHYHU��0H[LFR�KDV�DOVR�
EHHQ�DQ�LPPLJUDWLRQ�GHVWLQDWLRQ�IRU�WKLV�SDUW�RI�(XURSH��DOWKRXJK�WR�D�OHVVHU�H[WHQW�DQG�ODWHU�RQ�

8QGRXEWHGO\�3RODQG�LV�WKH�FRXQWU\�ZLWK�WKH�ELJJHVW�PLJUDWRU\�SUHVHQFH�LQ�/$&��:KLOH�WKHUH�DUH�
QR�UHFHQW�VWDWLVWLFV��LW�LV�HVWLPDWHG�WKDW�WRGD\�WKH�3ROLVK�GLDVSRUD��RQO\�LQ�%UD]LO��H[FHHGV�RQH�
million people.59 Argentina has also received a large number of Poles, especially in the North of 
the country, more precisely in the Misiones province. The Polish community in Argentina is the 
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VHFRQG�ELJJHVW�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�QRZ�KDV�EHWZHHQ�����WKRXVDQG�DQG�RQH�PLOOLRQ�SHRSOH��,Q�
0H[LFR����WKH�RIÀFLDO�QXPEHUV�SXW�WKH�FXUUHQW�QXPEHU�RI�3ROLVK�UHVLGHQWV�DQG�WKHLU�GHVFHQGDQWV�
DW�DURXQG���������7KHUH�LV�DOVR�D�UHODWLYHO\�ODUJH�3ROLVK�SUHVHQFH�LQ�&KLOH�����WR����������� and 
9HQH]XHOD����WR�����������

2WKHU�ODUJH�(XURSHDQ�GLDVSRUDV�IURP�WKH�&((�FRXQWULHV�DUH�DOVR�ZRUWK�PHQWLRQLQJ��IRU�H[DPSOH�
WKH�QXPEHU�RI�+XQJDULDQV�LQ�%UD]LO�H[FHHGV����WKRXVDQG��DQG�LW�LV�HVWLPDWHG�WKDW�%XOJDULDQV�
FXUUHQWO\�UHDFK����WKRXVDQG�SHRSOH��LQFOXGLQJ�3UHVLGHQW�'LOPD�5RXVVHII��,Q�$UJHQWLQD�WKHUH�LV�D�
large Hungarian community of around 40 thousand Hungarian citizens and their descendants, 
DV�ZHOO�DV�RYHU����WKRXVDQG�&]HFKV�DQG�DURXQG����WKRXVDQG�EHORQJLQJ�WR�WKH�/LWKXDQLDQ�FRP-
munity.���,Q�RWKHU�FRXQWULHV�WKH�LQÁXHQFH�KDV�EHHQ�PXFK�PRUH�OLPLWHG�DQG�ZLWK�WKH�SDVVLQJ�RI�
time has been diluted, although small diasporas of Eastern and Central Europeans can still be 
IRXQG�LQ�3HUX��&RORPELD�DQG�8UXJXD\�

In times of increased migration, particularly at the beginning of the 20th century and the end of the 
Second World War, each community would publish newspapers, magazines and gazettes aimed 
at their fellow countrymen and published in their own language.�� Regional and cultural centres 
were formed to maintain and promote traditions and to support foreigners in their attempt to adapt 
WR�WKHLU�QHZ�FLUFXPVWDQFHV��6RPH�RI�WKHVH�LQVWLWXWLRQV�FRQWLQXH�WR�H[LVW�WRGD\�DQG�DUH�UHVSRQVLEOH�
IRU�NHHSLQJ�FXVWRPV�DOLYH�DQG�SURPRWLQJ�FXOWXUDO��VSRUWV��WUDYHO�DQG�H[FKDQJH�DFWLYLWLHV�

7KH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�WKHVH�GLDVSRUDV�LPSURYHV�WKH�FDSDFLW\�WR�KROG�FXOWXUDO�SURPRWLRQ�DFWLYLWLHV�LQ�
a sustained way. Because of this, as can be deduced from some of the interviews, an important 
jobs of these diasporas is trying to bring together people linked with the country of origin, which 
is also one of the permanent tasks of the representations. The knowledge that these popula-
tions have of their countries of origin makes them the more interested in taking advantage of the 
IDFLOLWLHV�RI�ERWK�ELODWHUDO�DQG�(8�VWXGHQW�DQG�UHVHDUFKHU�PRELOLW\�DQG�H[FKDQJH�SURJUDPPHV��
VR�WKH\�VKRXOG�EH�D�VSHFLÀF�WDUJHW�JURXS�WR�EROVWHU�UHODWLRQV�

B) TOURISM
Tourism between both regions has not been characterised by great dynamism. The lack of 

59 In this respect, estimates put the number of immigrants and descendent at between 800 thousand and 2 million.  

� 7KH\�KDYH�VHWWOHG�PDLQO\�LQ�WKH�6WDWH�RI�3DUDQi��6HH�µ%UDVLO�H�3RORQLD�²����DQRV�GH�UHODoRHV�GLSORPiWLFDVµ��-��0D]XUHN��

��� 2IÀFLDO�VWDWLVWLFV�IURP�0H[LFR� 

� ZZZ�LQHJL�JRE�P[�SURGBVHUY�FRQWHQLGRV�HVSDQRO�EYLQHJL�SURGXFWRV�LQWHJUDFLRQ�SDLV��KLVWRULFDV���7HPD�B3REODFLRQ�SGI

��� KWWSV���ZZZ�PV]�JRY�SO�HV�S�VDQWLDJRGHFKLOHBFOBDBHV������������

��� KWWS���MRVKXDSURMHFW�QHW�SHRSOHBJURXSV�������9(

��� 'DWD�IURP�YDULRXV�VRXUFHV��KWWS���ZZZ�PID�JRY�KX�NXONHSYLVHOHW�0;�KX����KWWS���PHPRULD�FVDVS�J���EU�GHIDXOW�DVS[��� 

� KWWS���ZZZ�FHQWUROLWXDQR�FRP���KWWS���ZZZ�EXHQRVDLUHV�JRE�DU�DUHDV�VHFUHWDULDBJUDO�FROHFWLYLGDGHV�"FRO ����� 

� KWWS���ZZZ�URPDQLD�RUJ�DU�SURPDQLD�KWPO���KWWS���ZZZ�GSUS�JRY�UR�DPHULFD�ODWLQD�

��� ([DPSOHV�RI�WKHVH�SXEOLFDWLRQV�DUH�WKH�QHZVSDSHU�µ$UJHQWLQRV�/LHWXYLX�%DOVDV´�ZKLFK�ZDV�SXEOLVKHG�EHWZHHQ������ 

� DQG�������RU�µ/XG´�ZKLFK�ZDV�LQ�FLUFXODWLRQ�IURP�������WKHQ�UHQDPHG�µ1RZL�/XG�µ�LQ������
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GLUHFW�URXWHV�MRLQLQJ�&HQWUDO�DQG�(DVWHUQ�(XURSH�ZLWK�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�KDV�EHHQ�RQH�RI�WKH�PDLQ�
FDXVHV��$GGLWLRQDOO\�� WKH� LJQRUDQFH�RQ� WKH�SDUW�RI�SRWHQWLDO�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ� WRXULVWV�DERXW� WKH�
FXOWXUH�DQG�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�RI�FRXQWULHV�DIWHU�WKH�GLVVROXWLRQ�RI�WKH�8665�KDV�OHG�WKHP�WR�FKRRVH�
RWKHU�PRUH�WUDGLWLRQDO�(XURSHDQ�GHVWLQDWLRQV�OLNH�6SDLQ��)UDQFH��WKH�8.�RU�,WDO\��ZKLFK�DUH�WKH�
ELJ�(XURSHDQ�WRXULVP�SRZHUV��$V�IRU�/DWLQ�$PHULFD��LQ�WKH�ODVW�GHFDGH�WKH�WRXULVP�VHFWRU�KDV�
JURZQ�VWHDGLO\��DV�VKRZQ�E\�VWXGLHV�FDUULHG�RXW�E\�WKH�81:72���

,Q�VSLWH�RI�WKLV��WKH�YROXPH�RI�WRXULVWV�FRPLQJ�IURP�WKH�&((�FRXQWULHV�LV�ORZ��)RU�H[DPSOH�LQ�WKH�
FDVH�RI�0H[LFR��ZKLFK� LV�E\�IDU�WKH�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�FRXQWU\�ZKLFK�UHFHLYHV�WKH�PRVW�WRXULVWV��
in the top 25 countries in terms of numbers of incoming tourists, there is no CEE country. The 
VDPH�LV� WUXH�RI�%UD]LO�� ,W� LV�ZRUWK�KLJKOLJKWLQJ� WKDW� LQ� WKH�FDVH�RI�$UJHQWLQD�� WKH�VHFRQG�/DWLQ�
$PHULFDQ�FRXQWU\�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WRXULVW�WUDIÀF��VKRZV�GDWD�FRQÀUPLQJ�WKH�JURZWK�RI�WKH�QXPEHUV�RI�
Eastern European tourists. Table 9 shows that among European tourists, the region that grew 
the most was Central and Eastern Europe.

Through interviews carried out during this project, representatives of various entities of the Do-
PLQLFDQ�5HSXEOLF��(O�6DOYDGRU��0H[LFR�DQG�(FXDGRU�KDYH�SRLQWHG�RXW�WKDW�WRXULVP�LV�GHVWLQHG�
to be a very interesting sector for bringing both regions together. Indeed, in November 2013 the 
3ROLVK�DYLDWLRQ�FRPSDQ\�/27�VLJQHG�DQ�DJUHHPHQW�ZLWK�5DLQERZ�7RXUV�WR�KDYH�GLUHFW�FKDUWHU�
ÁLJKWV��ZLWK���RU���VWRSV��IURP�:DUVDZ�WR�&DQF~Q��ZKLFK�ZRXOG�JR�HYHU\����GD\V��� There are 
DOVR�VHYHUDO�&]HFK�WUDYHO�DJHQFLHV�LQ�(O�6DOYDGRU��ZKLFK�KDYH�EHHQ�RSHUDWLQJ�IRU�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�
ÀYH�\HDUV�DQG�KDYH�PXOWLSOLHG�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�YLVLWRUV�IURP�WKDW�FRXQWU\���

Governments of both regions have also signed tourism cooperation agreements during the last 
GHFDGH��IRU�H[DPSOH�&KLOH�DQG�WKH�&]HFK�5HSXEOLF��$SULO��������$UJHQWLQD�DQG�WKH�&]HFK�5H-
SXEOLF��$SULO�������RU�0H[LFR�DQG�3RODQG��0D\��������:LWKRXW�GRXEW��WKLV�VHFWRU�LV�D�NH\�PDUNHW�
QLFKH�WR�GHYHORS�LQ�WKH�VKRUW�DQG�PHGLXP�WHUP��IRU�ZKLFK�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�PRUH�GLUHFW�URXWHV�
ZRXOG�IDFLOLWDWH�H[FKDQJH�

��� :RUOG�7RXULVP�2UJDQL]DWLRQ���������7RXULVP�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�²������(GLWLRQ��81:72��0DGULG�

��� Initially the agreement will run until March 2014.
��� ,QWHUYLHZ�ZLWK�VSHFLDOLVHG�352(6$��(O�6DOYDGRU�DJHQF\�IRU�WKH�SURPRWLRQ�RI�H[SRUWV�DQG�LQYHVWPHQW�� 

 personnel for this work.

Table 9: Percentage of arrivals compared to the European total.

Region / Year 2000 2005 2011 2012

Northern Europe 11,9 % 13,4 % 12,3 % 12,1 %

Western Europe 36,0 % 31,5 % 31,1 % 31,7 %

Central and Eas-
tern Europe

17,9 % 20,1 % 20,2 % 20, %

Southern Europe 34,1 % 34,8 % 35,7 % 36,1 %

Own table (Source: Tourism Statistical Yearbook 2012 - Ministry of Tourism of Argentina)
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6   EVALUATION AND FUTURE OF  
RELATIONS BETWEEN CEE AND LAC 
COUNTRIES

5HODWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�/$&�DQG�&((�FRXQWULHV�RYHU�WKH�ODVW�WZR�GHFDGHV�KDYH�SURJUHVVHG�IDYRXUD-
bly, but they continue to be weak in relative terms if compared with those of Western European 
FRXQWULHV��7KH�DFFHVVLRQ�RI�WKH�&((�FRXQWULHV�WR�WKH�(8�LQLWLDOO\�KDG�WKH�HIIHFW�RI�FRQFHQWUDWLQJ�
the political and economic activity of these countries on their full incorporation and the opportu-
QLWLHV�WKHLU�PHPEHUVKLS�ZRXOG�DIIRUG��VR�/$&�GLG�QRW�IRUP�SDUW�RI�WKHLU�SULRULWLHV��

However, accession also meant the incorporation of the CEE countries into the European for-
eign and security policy and with it, the incorporation of the whole heritage of policies and legal 
frameworks of the relationship that has been built up around the bi-regional Strategic Partner-
VKLS�EHWZHHQ�WKH�(8�DQG�/$&�FRXQWULHV��7KLV�LQFOXGHV�SROLWLFDO�GLDORJXH��HFRQRPLF�DJUHHPHQWV�
and cooperation and has had a galvanising effect on relations. 

)RU�WKH�/$&�FRXQWULHV��WKH�&((�FRXQWULHV�KDYH�QRW�EHHQ�D�SULRULW\�IRU�WKHLU�IRUHLJQ�SROLF\�DQG�
they continue not to be, but there has been a rapprochement in recent years. It is an asymmetri-
FDO�DSSUR[LPDWLRQ�LQ�ZKLFK�D�IHZ�FRXQWULHV�VWDQG�RXW��3RODQG��WKH�&]HFK�5HSXEOLF�DQG�+XQJDU\�
RQ�RQH�VLGH�DQG�0H[LFR�DQG�%UD]LO�RQ�WKH�RWKHU��DOWKRXJK�D�VORZ��VHOHFWLYH�DSSURDFK�RI�RWKHU�
countries can be seen and new bilateral initiatives are appearing.

7KH�ÀUVW�EDUULHU�WR�FORVHU�UHODWLRQV��ERWK�HFRQRPLF�DQG�SROLWLFDO�DQG�VRFLDO��LV�WKH�ODFN�RI�PXWXDO�
understanding. This factor was almost unanimously underlined during the 30 interviews we 
carried out. Added to this are language barriers. However, previous historical relations and the 
SUHVHQFH�RI�GLDVSRUDV�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�WKH�PLJUDWRU\�ZDYHV�RI�&HQWUDO�(XURSHDQV�WR�/$&�LQ�WKH�
past have been and continue to be determining factors for galvanising relations. 

Another obvious general problem is the geographical distance, which is added to the shortages 
in connecting infrastructure by sea, land and air both for the transport of people and goods. 
However, the process of globalisation and the general reduction of transport costs offer new 
opportunities for economic and social interaction.

In the following, we provide an analysis of the obstacles and potential of the relationship divided 
LQWR�WZR�VHFWLRQV��HFRQRPLF�H[FKDQJH��DQG�VRFLDO�FRRSHUDWLRQ�DQG�SROLWLFDO�GLDORJXH��+RZHYHU��
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all these factors are interrelated and it is necessary to move forward in all of them in a coordi-
nated manner.

6.1) DIFFICULTIES AND OBSTACLES TO EXCHANGE
7KH�PXWXDO�LJQRUDQFH�LQ�WKH�DUHD�RI�WUDGH�H[FKDQJH�VSDQV�IURP�FRQVXPHU�SDWWHUQV��WR�KRZ�WKH�
business sector works and includes language barriers. 

7KH�JHQHUDO�SHUFHSWLRQ�RI�&HQWUDO�DQG�(DVWHUQ�(XURSH�IRU�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQV�DQG�&DULEEHDQV�LV�
PRUH�UHODWHG�WR�ZKDW�XVHG�WR�EH�WKH�6RYLHW�8QLRQ�WKDQ�WR�WKHLU�PHPEHUVKLS�RI�WKH�(8��)URP�WKH�
RWKHU�VLGH��/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�LV�VWLOO�DQ�XQNQRZQ�IRU�PDQ\�&((�HQWUHSUHQHXUV�
ZKR�SUHIHU�WR�VWUHQJWKHQ�WKHLU�WLHV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�(8�UDWKHU�WKDQ�WKURZLQJ�WKHPVHOYHV�LQWR�WKH�FRQ-
TXHVW�RI�XQNQRZQ�PDUNHWV�VRPHWLPHV�VHHQ�DV�ULVN\�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�ODFN�RI�FRQÀGHQFH�LQ�WKH�
political and monetary systems of some countries. 

Because of the geographic distance the subject of transport and its costs is crucial. The main 
problem stems from the lack of transport networks, routes and logistics connecting both regions 
GLUHFWO\��7KH�SURGXFWV�HQWHULQJ�WKURXJK�+DPEXUJ��5RWWHUGDP�RU�$QWZHUS�FRPLQJ�IURP�/$&�QHHG�
distribution through intermediary companies by road or rail to the CEE countries, which makes 
WKH�ÀQDO�SULFH�KLJKHU��2Q�WKH�RWKHU�VLGH�RI�WKH�$WODQWLF��WKH�ODFN�RI� LQWHUQDO�FRQQHFWLYLW\�� LQIUD-
VWUXFWXUH�DQG�DGHTXDWH�WUDQVSRUW�URXWHV�EHWZHHQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�FRXQWULHV�PDNH�WKH�WUDQVIHU�RI�
JRRGV�DUULYLQJ�LQ�SRUWV�PRUH�GLIÀFXOW�

$V�WKHUH�LV�QR�GLUHFW�H[FKDQJH��WKH�VWDWLVWLFV�RIWHQ�GR�QRW�UHÁHFW�UHDO�WUDGH��%XW�WKLV�LV�QRW�WKH�
RQO\�FDVH��WKH�ODFN�RI�UHOLDEOH�GDWD�DIIHFWV�WKH�VHUYLFH�VHFWRU�DQG�LQYHVWPHQW�DV�ZHOO�DV�WUDGH�

7KH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ·V�&$3�UHPDLQV�D�ELJ�REVWDFOH�WR�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�DJULFXOWXUDO�H[SRUWV��PRVWO\�
affecting the South American countries. On the other hand the feared competition of the CEE and 
/$&�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�DJULFXOWXUDO�PDUNHW�KDV�QRW�SURGXFHG�VLJQLÀFDQW�GHYLDWLRQV��+RZHYHU��WKH�SK\-
tosanitary and security standards for entry into the European market are highlighted as an obstacle.

)RU�WKHLU�SDUW��WKH�&((�FRXQWULHV�FRPH�XS�DJDLQVW�REVWDFOHV�LQ�WKHLU�WUDGH�RI�LQGXVWULDO�SURGXFWV�
which are usually highly competitive but hit strong entry barriers, particularly in the Mercosur 
FRXQWULHV��$�FOHDU�H[DPSOH�RI�WKLV�VLWXDWLRQ�LV�WKH�FDVH�RI�ÀQLVKHG�FDUV��

The CEE countries also point to obstacles they encounter when they want to establish them- 
VHOYHV� RU� KDYH� H[FKDQJH� ZLWK� VRPH� /$&� FRXQWULHV� EHFDXVH� RI� GLIIHUHQW� OHJLVODWLRQV�� LQWUD� 
UHJLRQDO�WUDGH�EDUULHUV��GRXEOH�WD[DWLRQ�RU�QRQ�WDULII�EDUULHUV�DQG�RU�SXUHO\�EXUHDXFUDWLF�GHOD\V�
impeding trade facilitation.

Decisions on large investments are taken according to well-established parameters which as-
sess costs of all types, regulatory frameworks, legal security and potential markets among other 
things, like those taken into account when drawing up the Doing Business ranking, in which the 
/$&�FRXQWULHV�DUH�ODWHFRPHUV�FRPSDUHG�WR�WKH�&((�FRXQWULHV�
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([SRUW�ÁRZV�EHWZHHQ�/$&�DQG�&((�FRXQWULHV�DUH�GRPLQDWHG�E\�ODUJH�FRPSDQLHV�ZKLFK�KDYH�
HQWDLOHG�WKH�ULVH�RI�WKH�PXOWLODWLQDV��60(V�ÀQG�WKH�URDG�WR�LQWHUQDWLRQDOLVDWLRQ�YHU\�GLIÀFXOW��7KH�
IUDPHZRUN�RI�VPDOO�DQG�PHGLXP�VL]HG�HQWHUSULVHV�LV�PXFK�ZHDNHU�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�WKDQ�LW�LV�LQ�
WKH�(8��ZKLFK�DOVR�SUHVHQWV�D�SUREOHP�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�VHWWLQJ�XS�SDUWQHUVKLSV�

2WKHU�IDFWRUV�PDNLQJ�H[FKDQJH�PRUH�GLIÀFXOW�DUH�WKRVH�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�PRELOLW\�RI�SHRSOH��VXFK�
DV�WKH�REOLJDWLRQ�WR�JHW�D�YLVD��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�WKH�(8��WKH�OLPLWDWLRQV�RQ�WKH�GHOLYHU\�RI�VHUYLFHV��
DQG�GRXEOH�WD[DWLRQ��

7KH�VWUDWHJ\�RI�PDUNHW�GLYHUVLÀFDWLRQ�LV�D�FRPPRQ�SDWWHUQ�LQ�ERWK�UHJLRQV��$V�D�UHVXOW�RI�WKH�FUL-
sis, the CEE countries have seen the need to look for new options and partners outside Europe 
WKDW�PLJKW�DOORZ�WKHP�WR�GLYHUVLI\�WKHLU�HFRQRP\��,Q�WKH�FDVH�RI�/$&�WKH�H[SDQVLRQ�RI�WUDGH�ZLWK�
WKH�(8�LQYROYHV�LQFUHDVLQJ�YROXPHV�ZLWK�WKH�&((�FRXQWULHV��

7KH�VWUXFWXUH�RI�&((�/$&�H[FKDQJH�IROORZV�WKH�FODVVLF�SDWWHUQ�RI�(XURSHHDQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�
H[FKDQJH��WKDW�LV��UDZ�PDWHULDO�H[SRUWV��DJULFXOWXUDO�RU�PLQLQJ�SURGXFWV�DQG�VRPH�PDQXIDFWXULQJ�
ZLWK� OLWWOH�DGGHG�YDOXH� IURP�/$&� WR�(XURSH��DQG� LQ� WKH�RWKHU�GLUHFWLRQ��PDQXIDFWXUHG�JRRGV��
JHQHUDOO\�ZLWK�D�JUHDWHU�DGGHG�YDOXH��%XW�WKHUH�DUH�VRPH�H[FHSWLRQV�WR�WKLV�UXOH��WKH�PRVW�QR-
WDEOH�FDVH�EHLQJ�0H[LFR��DOWKRXJK�LW�DOVR�KDSSHQV�ZLWK�%UD]LO�LQ�FHUWDLQ�VSHFLÀF�VHFWRUV�OLNH�WKH�
aeronautical sector.

7KH�&((�FRXQWULHV�KDYH�KLJKO\�GHÀQHG�DQG�GHYHORSHG�PDUNHW�QLFKHV��ZKLFK�DOORZV� WKHP�WR�
insert themselves in particular sectors, such as the military, shipping, autoparts, industrial ma-
chinery or mobile phone industries. 

%RWK�WKH�/$&�DQG�VRPH�&((�FRXQWULHV�DUH�PLGGOH�LQFRPH�FRXQWULHV��VR�WKH\�KDYH�D�JUHDWHU�JURZWK�
potential than high-income countries. This characteristic makes them ever more attractive consu-
PHU�PDUNHWV��7R� LPSURYH�PXWXDO� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� H[LVWLQJ� RSSRUWXQLWLHV�� WKH�PDLQ�PHFKDQLVP�
XVHG�KDV�EHHQ�WKH�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�RI�EXVLQHVV�PLVVLRQV�LQ�GHÀQHG�VHFWRUV��EXW�LW�KDV�QRW�SURJUHVVHG�
to a massive use of organised information systems or networks to connect businesses at distance.

7KH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�UHODWHG�PDUNHWV�IRU�WKH�WULDQJXODWLRQ�RI�WUDGH�ERWK�WR�/$&�DQG�WR�&((�FRXQWULHV�
FRXOG�EH�DQ�LQFHQWLYH�IRU� LQYHVWPHQW��0H[LFR�DSSHDUV�DV�DQ�DWWUDFWLYH�SDUWQHU�EHFDXVH�RI� LWV�
FRPSHWLWLYH�SURGXFWLRQ�FRVWV��SUR[LPLW\�WR�WKH�86$�DQG�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�1$)7$��2Q�WKH�SDUW�RI�
the CEE countries, the large Russian market is a pull factor.

7KH�OHYHO�RI�LQYHVWPHQWV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�&((�DQG�/$&�FRXQWULHV�LV�YHU\�ORZ��,W�LV�LQ�DQ�H[SORUDWRU\�
phase, but with enormous growth potential. Mutual investments are fundamentally focussed on 
WKH�DXWRPRWLYH��SULPDU\�SURGXFWV�DQG�PLQHUDO�UHVRXUFH�H[SORLWDWLRQ�VHFWRUV��VRPH�FRPSDQLHV�
based on technology and software and the pharmaceutical sector.

Currently, investments are led either by multinationals who invest on the basis of production being 
IUDJPHQWHG�LQ�*9&��RU�ODUJH�FRPSDQLHV�WKDW�VHW�XS�QDWLRQDO�RU�UHJLRQDO�KHDGTXDUWHUV�WR�ZLQ�PDUNHWV��
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Small and medium-sized enterprises have more problems investing in little known markets and 
need accompaniment and policies of investment promotion and protection. The situation of 
WKH�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�60(V�LV� OHVV�IDYRXUDEOH��DV�WKHLU� OLQNV�ZLWK� LQWHUQDWLRQDO�PDUNHWV�WKURXJK�
H[SRUWV�DUH�ZHDN�

,Q�/DWLQ�$PHULFD��RQH�RI�WKH�DWWUDFWLYH�VHFWRUV�IRU�LQYHVWPHQW�FDWFKLQJ�WKH�H\HV�RI�&((�FRXQWULHV�
LV� WKH�H[SORLWDWLRQ�RI�QDWXUDO� UHVRXUFHV� LQ�6RXWK�$PHULFD��7KLV� LV�D�VHFWRU� LQ�ZKLFK� WKHUH�DUH�
FRPSOHPHQWDU\�UHODWLRQVKLSV��ERWK�LQ�H[WUDFWLRQ�DQG�LQ�PDFKLQHU\�

Tourism is a strategic growth area that deserves special attention, not only because of its eco-
nomic implications, but also because of its importance for cultural closeness and understanding 
WR�RYHUFRPH�WKH�EDVLF�EDUULHUV�LQKLELWLQJ�D�PRUH�ÁXLG�H[FKDQJH��

7KH�ELJJHVW�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�RI�IRUHLJQ�DGGHG�YDOXH�LQ�WUDGH�LV�LQ�&HQWUDO�$PHULFD�DQG�0H[LFR�ZKLOH�
LQ�6RXWK�$PHULFD��JLYHQ�WKH�ORZHU�DGGHG�YDOXH�LQ�H[SRUWV��FRPSDQLHV�DUH�SRVLWLRQHG�PRUH�DV�
raw materials suppliers than as generators of added value. 

In choosing their location, investments related to GVCs take great account of factors such as 
LPSRUW�DQG�H[SRUW�WDULIIV�DQG�RWKHU�EDUULHUV��OLNH�WKH�UXOHV�RQ�WKH�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�RULJLQ�RI�QDWLRQDO�
components of a product. Hence the importance of free trade agreements, which are very few 
in the case of the Mercosur countries.

6.2) COOPERATION AND POLITICAL DIALOGUE
+LVWRULFDOO\�WKH�(8�KDV�EHHQ�WKH�PDLQ�GRQRU�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD��WR�ZKLFK�LW�DOORFDWHV�UHJLRQDO��(8�
/$&�DQG�(8�&DULEEHDQ���VXEUHJLRQDO��(8�0HUFRVXU�&$1�&HQWUDO�$PHULFD��DQG�ELODWHUDO��(8�
/$�FRXQWULHV�� IXQGV��+RZHYHU��(XURSHDQ�FRRSHUDWLRQ�SROLF\� LV� LQ�D�SURFHVV�RI�FKDQJH�ZKLFK�
LPSOLHV�WKDW��IRU�WKH�QH[W�SHULRG���������������/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�DQG�&DULEEHDQ�PLGGOH�LQFRPH�
countries will no longer be eligible for bilateral programmes. 

However, the drive towards the regional format might be an opportunity for countries with less 
GHYHORSHG�FRRSHUDWLRQ�VXFK�DV�WKH�&((�DQG�/$&�FRXQWULHV�WR�MRLQ�UHJLRQDO�FRRSHUDWLRQ�SUR-
grammes promoting networking and triangular cooperation.

7KH�&((�FRXQWULHV�KDUGO\�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKH�(8�UHJLRQDO�FRRSHUDWLRQ�SURJUDPPHV�IRU�/$&��,W�DS-
SHDUV�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�HLWKHU�D�QRWLFHDEOH�LJQRUDQFH�RI�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�WKHVH�SURJUDPPHV�RU�HYHQ�
WKH�SHUFHSWLRQ�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�SURMHFWV�ZKLFK�DUH�KHDYLO\�LQÁXHQFHG�E\�FHUWDLQ�PHPEHU�FRXQWULHV�
ZLWK�JUHDWHU�FRQQHFWLRQV�ZLWK�/$&�DQG�ZKLFK�DUH�JDLQLQJ�DQ�DGYDQWDJH�WKURXJK�WKHLU�SUHYLRXV�
connections.

$FDGHPLF�H[FKDQJH�DQG�FXOWXUDO�GLIIXVLRQ�DUH�NH\�IDFWRUV�LQ�UHFRJQLVLQJ�VLPLODULWLHV��,QLWLDWLYHV�VXFK�
DV�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�MRLQW�FKDLUV�²�ZKLFK�FDQ�EH�VXSSRUWHG�E\�FRPPXQLW\�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�UHVHDUFK�SUR-
JUDPPHV�²�WKH�JUDQWLQJ�RI�VFKRODUVKLSV�DQG�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�LQWHU�XQLYHUVLW\�DJUHHPHQWV��RU�WKH�
RUJDQLVDWLRQ�RI�IHVWLYDOV�RI�PXVLF��FLQHPD�RU�RWKHU�IRUPV�RI�DUWLVWLF�H[SUHVVLRQ��FRQWULEXWH�WR�WKDW��
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The bi-regional Summits have been a driving force for relations both regarding the construction 
of a network of Association Agreements, for opening or closing agreement negotiations, and to 
agree priorities and boost bi-regional cooperation instruments. Other inter-regional dialogues of 
D�VHFWRULDO�QDWXUH��OLNH�WKH�GLDORJXH�RQ�LOOLFLW�GUXJ�WUDIÀFNLQJ��PLJUDWLRQ��VRFLDO�FRKHVLRQ�DQG�WKH�
environment allow closer positions.

The Summits allow for direct contact between leaders, which contributes to the reduction of 
the high level of mutual ignorance between both groups of countries. But it is also true that 
participation in the debates on cooperation priorities and strategies and in the negotiations of 
agreements has contributed to the generation of own bilateral policies between the CEE and 
/$&�FRXQWULHV�LQ�D�SURFHVV�RI�(XURSHDQLVDWLRQ�RI�IRUHLJQ�SROLF\�

Added to the political dialogue have been specialised dialogues and other forums such as the 
3DUOLDPHQWDU\�$VVHPEO\�(852/$7�� WKH�GLDORJXH�EHWZHHQ� OHJDO�SRZHUV�RI�ERWK� UHJLRQV�DQG�
forums of civil society, unions, entrepreneurs and academics, which stimulate mutual under-
VWDQGLQJ�DQG�WKH�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�RI�WKH�&((�FRXQWULHV�LQ�(8�SROLFLHV�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ��

7KH�HPHUJHQFH�RI�&(/$&�KDV�LPSOLFDWLRQV�IRU�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�SRVLWLRQLQJ�RI�/$&�DV�D�UHJLRQ� 
as it brings with it the need to reach consensus in order to speak with one voice, reaching 
FRPPRQ�JURXQG�DQG�WKH�GHÀQLWLRQ�RI�UHJLRQDO�SRVLWLRQV��DV�ZHOO�DV�D�VLQJOH�YRLFH�DW�LQWUD��DQG�
H[WUD�UHJLRQDO�OHYHO�ZKLFK�UHLQIRUFHV�LWV�LGHQWLW\�

2YHU�WKH�ODVW�GHFDGH�ELODWHUDO�UHJLRQDO�UHODWLRQV�KDYH�LQFUHDVHG�FRQVLGHUDEO\��QRW�RQO\�DW�WKH�OH-
vel of the number of ordinary permanent diplomatic representations but also through high-level 
visits. However, the network of diplomatic representations is still limited.

,W�LV�VWLOO�WRR�HDUO\�WR�DVVHVV�WKH�HIIHFW�RI�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�WKH�(XURSHDQ�([WHUQDO�$FWLRQ�6HUYLFH�RQ�
relations, but it should contribute to the strengthening of relations through CEE countries with a 
reduced network of diplomatic representations being able to make use of European represen-
WDWLRQV�DV�D�SODWIRUP�IRU�WKHLU�H[WHUQDO�DFWLRQ�DQG�SURPRWLRQ�

6.3) RECOMMENDATIONS
)URP�WKH�DERYH�LW�EHFRPHV�FOHDU�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�LPSRUWDQW�REVWDFOHV�WR�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�UHOD-
WLRQV�EXW�DOVR�LPSRUWDQW�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�H[WHQG�WKHP�DQG�LQVWUXPHQWV�WR�HOLPLQDWH�RU�UHGXFH�WKH�
former and strengthen the latter. On this matter, recommendations are:

The consolidation of new routes and logistical systems is needed to avoid intermediaries and 
WKHLU�UHVXOWLQJ�LPSDFW�RQ�WKH�ÀQDO�SULFH�RI�WKH�SURGXFW��(VWRQLD�DQG�/DWYLD�FRXOG�EH�FRQVROLGDWHG�
as ports to supply the Baltic region and as a gateway to the Russian market.

Improved availability and diffusion of information is a key aspect that needs to be strengthened, 
LQ�RUGHU� WR�PRYH� WRZDUGV� WKH�PDVVLYH�XVH�RI�GDWD�H[FKDQJH�V\VWHPV�DQG� WKH�JHQHUDWLRQ�RI�
inter-business networks.



60

8SGDWLQJ� WKH�$VVRFLDWLRQ�$JUHHPHQWV� EHWZHHQ� WKH�(8�DQG�/$&�� VLJQLQJ� QHZ�RQHV�DQG� UH�
starting negotiations is an opportunity to dissolve the great majority of the previously described 
REVWDFOHV��/LEHUDOLVDWLRQ�LV�HVVHQWLDO�WR�VWUHQJWKHQ�ODUJH�FRPSDQLHV¶�SURGXFWLRQ�FKDLQV�DQG�ID-
FLOLWDWH�H[FKDQJH�EHWZHHQ�60(V�

It is important to make progress in the generalisation of ARPPIs at community level, which will 
RIIHU�EHWWHU�SURWHFWLRQ�WR�WKH�&((�DQG�/$&�JURXSV��HVSHFLDOO\�WR�WKH�VPDOOHVW�FRXQWULHV��ZKLFK�
do not have their own network of agreements, and will simplify the normative framework.

7KH�UHQHZDO�RI�WKH�DJUHHPHQWV�ZLWK�&KLOH�DQG�0H[LFR�VKRXOG�LQFOXGH�VXVWDLQDEOH�GHYHORSPHQW�
LQ� WUDGH�H[FKDQJH��VSHFLÀF�VXEMHFWV�VXFK�DV�HQHUJ\�DQG�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV��DQG� OLEHUDOLVH� WKH�
trade of agricultural goods, services and investment.

Other aspects to strengthen and review are the collaboration with SMEs, trade facilitation, the 
development of cooperation in regulatory coherence and public tenders, the regulation and 
protection of industrial and intellectual property rights. 

Regional agreements play an essential role for regulatory convergence and consolidating a 
more homogeneous relationship framework. This is important in order to improve the business 
climate, reduce bureaucracy and guarantee legal security of investments.

In the application of agreements with the less advanced countries attention should be paid to 
WKH� LPSDFW�RQ� WD[�DQG�WKH�HQYLURQPHQW��DV�ZHOO�DV� WR�EL�UHJLRQDO� LPEDODQFHV�� WKH�UHPRYDO�RI�
LQVWLWXWLRQDO�GHÀFLHQFLHV��LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�DQG��LQ�JHQHUDO��EDUULHUV�ZKLFK�FRXOG�LPSHGH�VXVWDLQDEOH�
FRPPHUFLDO�JURZWK��)RU�WKLV��ODUJH�LQYHVWPHQWV�LQ�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�DQG�KXPDQ�UHVRXUFHV�ZLOO�EH�
needed both from the public and private sectors. 

Greater interaction should be sought in complementary sectors such as tourism, culture, enter-
WDLQPHQW�DQG�VSRUWV��$Q�H[DPSOH�LV�WR�WDNH�DGYDQWDJH�RI�WKH�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WRXULVP�ÁRZV�WR�H[SRUW�
the niche of jet fresh plants, which can be in the European destination market within eight hours. 
It is  thus necessary to increase direct air links.

,Q� RUGHU� WR� VWUHQJWKHQ� GLYHUVLÀFDWLRQ� DQG� D� EHWWHU� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� RSSRUWXQLWLHV� LW� LV� QHFHVVDU\ 
to reinforce public-private collaboration and coordinate actions between chambers of com- 
merce, promoting agencies and national trade missions with the European programmes.

The renewal of the majority of the regional cooperation programmes 2014-2020 should consider 
KRZ�WR�LQFRUSRUDWH�PRUH�&((�FRXQWULHV�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�JRDOV�DQG�VSHFLÀF�LQVWUXPHQWV�WR�SURPRWH�
their understanding and effective participation. 

This is particularly true for programmes of science and technology, higher education and co-
operation between local agents who not only contribute to joint development but also help to 
improve mutual understanding which today is missing.
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7KH�(XURSHDQ�([WHUQDO�$FWLRQ�6HUYLFH�DQG�WKH�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV�FDQ�PDNH�VSHFLÀF�HIIRUWV�RQ�WKLV��
EXW� WKHUH�PXVW�DOVR�EH�PRUH�SURDFWLYH�DFWLRQ�E\�QDWLRQDO�VRFLDO�DFWRUV� WR�SURPRWH�H[FKDQJH�
OLQNV��7KLV� LV�HDVLHU� IRU� WKRVH�FRXQWULHV�WKDW�KDYH�D�SUHVHQFH�RI�GLDVSRUDV�EXW�YHU\�GLIÀFXOW� LI�
there is no previous relationship. 

7KH�(8�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV�VKRXOG�VHUYH�DV�FDWDO\VWV�DQG�IDFLOLWDWRUV�RI�&((�FRXQWULHV¶�UHODWLRQV�LQ�
/DWLQ�$PHULFD�ZKHQ�WKH\�GR�QRW�KDYH�WKHLU�RZQ�QHWZRUN��,W�LV�DOVR�LPSRUWDQW�WR�VWUHQJWKHQ�MRLQW�
actions of groups of CEE countries, as well as of the Baltic or Visegrad 4 countries, and these 
together with other countries with a greater presence in the region.

The participation of the CEE countries in the political dialogues at different levels should be 
VWUHQJWKHQHG��DV�ZHOO�DV�LQ�VSHFLDOLVHG�DQG�FLYLO�VRFLHW\�GLDORJXHV��7KH�(8�/$&�)RXQGDWLRQ�FDQ�
KDYH�D�VSHFLÀF�UROH�LQ�WKH�VWUHQJWKHQLQJ�RI�OLQNV�EHWZHHQ�/$&�FLWL]HQV�DQG�FLYLO�RUJDQLVDWLRQV��
and should contribute to bringing policy closer to the social actors directly affected, involving 
them in the dialogues.

)DFLOLWDWLQJ�WKH�PRELOLW\�RI�SHRSOH�LV�HVVHQWLDO�IRU�WKH�SURPRWLRQ�RI�ERWK�HFRQRPLF�DQG�VRFLDO�DQG�
FXOWXUDO�H[FKDQJH��$�UHYLHZ�RI�YLVD�SROLFLHV�LV�QHHGHG�VR�WR�DGDSW�WKHP�WR�PRELOLW\�UHTXLUHPHQWV�
in order to facilitate direct investment and research cooperation.

Given that trade in products of high added value is directly related to direct investment, and 
this in turn to the mobility of people with highly skilled jobs, easing migration will contribute to 
ERRVWLQJ�UHODWLRQV��:LWK�UHJDUG�WR�GRXEOH�WD[DWLRQ��WKH�UHFLSURFDO�ELODWHUDO�DJUHHPHQWV�VKRXOG�
be strengthened.

7KH�QHZ�$VVRFLDWLRQ�$JUHHPHQWV�VKRXOG�SURPRWH�UHFLSURFLW\�LQ�DGPLVVLRQ�IDFLOLWLHV�WR�(8�0HP-
EHU�6WDWHV¶� WHUULWRULHV�IRU�KLJKO\�VNLOOHG�HPSOR\HHV��'LUHFWLYH���������(&�FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�EOXH�
FDUG��� LQFOXGLQJ� WKH�PRELOLW\�RI� UHVHDUFKHUV� IRU� WKH�SURPRWLRQ�RI� FRRSHUDWLRQ�SURJUDPPHV� LQ�
science and technology. 

Countries must draw up more structured cultural cooperation policies, which would allow sy-
QHUJLHV� WR�EH�HVWDEOLVKHG�EHWZHHQ� WKH�H[LVWLQJ�QDWLRQDO�DQG�(XURSHDQ�VXSSO\� LQ�GHYHORSLQJ�
VFKRODUVKLS� SURJUDPPHV�DQG� MRLQW� H[FKDQJH� WR� IDFLOLWDWH�PRYHPHQW� EHWZHHQ�/$&�DQG�&((�
FRXQWULHV��7KLV�KDV�DQ�LQÁXHQFH�RQ�LPSURYHG�DFFHVV�WR�LQIRUPDWLRQ��FROODERUDWLRQ�DJUHHPHQWV�
and joint programmes. The dialogue established in the academic summits should serve to boost 
VSHFLÀF�SURSRVDOV�
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ECLAC �KWWS���ZZZ�HFODF�FO��
&,$�:RUOG�)DFW%RRN��KWWS���ZZZ�FLD�JRY�ɤ��
DG Trade��KWWS���ZZZ�HF�HXURSD�HX�WUDGH���
Eurostat��KWWS���ZZZ�HSS�HXURVWDW�HF�HXURSD�HX���
Hungarian Investment and Trade Agency �+,7$���ZZZ�KLWD�KX��
3ROVND�$JHQFMD�,QIRUPDFML�L�,QZHVW\FML�=DJUDQLF]Q\FK��3$,L,=���ZZZ�SDL]�JRY�SO�ɤ��
:HE�VLWHV�RI�WKH�0LQLVWULHV�RI�)RUHLJQ�$IIDLUV�RI�WKH�FRXQWULHV�XQGHU�VWXG\�
UNCOMTRADE��KWWS���ZZZ�FRPWUDGH�XQ�RUJ�ɤ��
UNCTAD��KWWS���ZZZ�XQFWDG�RUJ���
:RUOG�%DQN�'DWD%DQN��KWWS���ZZZ�GDWDEDQN�ZRUOGEDQN�RUJ�ɤ��
World Trade Organization��KWWS���ZZZ�ZWR�RUJ�ɤ�
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APPENDIX

01 Statistical tables

Evolution of regional GDP

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

CEE 400,071,088,192 439,094,317,804 493,369,418,839 590,432,708,980 707,694,106,696

LAC 2,128,621,199,258 2,067,074,083,896 1,840,338,705,861 1,890,204,546,156 2,176,502,073,105

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

CEE 825,050,717,334 933,168,176,449 1,174,609,586,325 1,422,493,503,737 1,186,106,123,729

LAC 2,649,829,389,983 3,107,422,163,465 3,669,516,549,578 4,279,857,435,052 4,010,841,437,969

2010 2011 2012

CEE 1,221,090,006,620 1,352,450,248,108 1,284,059,542,252

LAC 4,979,310,687,492 5,585,433,237,106 5,578,609,122,622

Evolution of GDP per capita

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

CEE 4404 4751 5503 6923 8338

LAC 3531 3434 3010 3040 3449

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

CEE 9406 10686 13515 15897 13393

LAC 4069 4708 5424 6316 6116

2010 2011 2012

CEE 13274 15094 14369

LAC 7224 7908 8401

Evolution of total trade 

Total trade LAC - CEE 2000 2001 2002 2003

2,856,310,066 3,254,887,074 3,328,642,578 4,016,621,358

2004 2005 2006 2007

5,306,835,247 6,332,589,098 7,855,587,584 9,371,180,597

2008 2009 2010 2011

11,775,782,959 8,330,406,415 9,713,989,927 11,973,220,808

2012

13,619,675,539
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Total trade with CEE (2000-2012)

Total trade with CEE Arg Bol Bra Chi

12,227,836,630 184,742,965 34,359,254,666 7,195,458,779

Col Cos Dom Ecu

3,835,839,623 2,917,907,036 656,660,006 3,481,468,568

Els Gua Hon Mex

778,974,875 553,443,467 511,346,395 19,452,387,891

Pan Par Per Sur

3,183,982,291 376,262,528 3,903,183,627 282,795,375

Tri Uru Ven

249,772,732 1,102,367,067 2,482,190,403

Total trade with LAC (2000-2012)

Total trade with LAC Bul Slk Slo Est

10,208,106,535 5,258,592,565 5,037,619,059 1,953,117,631

Hun Lat Lit Pol

10,468,082,400 711,473,611 1,848,235,325 33,139,834,611

CzR Rom

17,652,267,127 11,458,400,386
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���/LVW�RI�FRQGXFWHG�LQWHUYLHZV

LIST OF INTERVIEWEES CIDOB
��� -RUJH�*HUDOGR�.DGUL��(PEDVV\�RI�%UD]LO�LQ�3RODQG���$PEDVVDGRU�
��� 0DQRHO�2WDYLDQR�&DVWUR��(PEDVV\�RI�%UD]LO�LQ�(VWRQLD���6HFUHWDU\�
��� 'RPpQLFR�)RUQDUL��+HDG�RI�WKH�(FRQRPLF�DQG�7UDGH�6HFWLRQ�RI� 
� WKH�(8�'HOHJDWLRQ�WR�0H[LFR�
��� %HDWD�:RMQD��$PEDVVDGRU�RI�3RODQG�WR�0H[LFR��
��� (ULND�0DUWtQH]�/OpYDQR��$VVLVWDQW�WR�'LUHFWRU�*HQHUDO�IRU�5HJLRQDO�0HFKDQLVPV�6HFUHWDULDW� 
� RI�)RUHLJQ�$IIDLUV��\�(ULN�GHO�$QJHO�/DQGHURD��+HDG�RI�'HSDUWPHQW�IRU�WKH�,EHUR�$PHULFDQ� 
� &RQIHUHQFH��81$685�DQG�$/%$�6HFUHWDULDW�RI�)RUHLJQ�$IIDLUV�
��� $OHMDQGUR�1HJUtQ��'LUHFWRU�*HQHUDO�IRU�(XURSH���6HFUHWDULDW�RI�)RUHLJQ�$IIDLUV��DQG�6HUJLR� 
� 5LYDGHQH\UH�0DUWHOO��$VVLVWDQW�WR�WKH�'LUHFWRU�*HQHUDO�IRU�WKH�(8�DQG�(XURSHDQ�&RXQFLO��� 
� 6HFUHWDULDW�RI�)RUHLJQ�$IIDLUV�
��� 5DPRQ�7RQDWLXK�5RPHUR�5H\HV��'LUHFWRU�IRU�%LODWHUDO�(FRQRPLF�5HODWLRQV� 
� ZLWK�(XURSH�²�'LUHFWRUDWH�*HQHUDO�RI�&RRSHUDWLRQ�DQG�%LODWHUDO�(FRQRPLF�5HODWLRQV�
��� 7RPiV�2OYHUD�/ySH]��'LUHFWRU�IRU�(XURSH���'LUHFWRUDWH�*HQHUDO�RI�&RRSHUDWLRQ� 
� DQG�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�(FRQRPLF�3URPRWLRQ�²�0H[LFDQ�$JHQF\�IRU�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�'HYHORSPHQW� 
� &RRSHUDWLRQ�
��� $QGU]HM�%UDLWHU��$PEDVVDGRU�RI�3RODQG�WR�%UD]LO�
���� (JLGLMXV�9DUHLNLV��0HPEHU�RI�3DUOLDPHQW�²�/LWKXDQLD�
���� $XVUD�*HFDLWH�9HUNVQLHQH��6HFUHWDU\�²�/DWLQ�$PHULFD��$VLD�DQG�3DFLÀF�'LYLVLRQ�²� 
� 0LQLVWU\�RI�)RUHLJQ�$IIDLUV�RI�/LWKXDQLD�
���� 7LWXV�7LQWHDQ��(FRQRPLF�6HFUHWDU\�²�(PEDVV\�RI�5RPDQLD�LQ�%XHQRV�$LUHV�

LIST OF INTERVIEWEES IWE
��� -y]VHI�3HUJHU��+HDG�RI�$VVHPEO\�6HFWLRQ���$8',�+XQJDU\�0RWRU�.IW��
��� /DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�$PEDVVDGRUV�LQ�+XQJDU\��$UJHQWLQD��%UD]LO��&KLOH��&XED��(FXDGRU�� 
� 0H[LFR�DQG�9HQH]XHOD�
��� =VX]VDQQD�9L]L��&RXQVHOORU��+XQJDULDQ�,QYHVWPHQW�DQG�7UDGH�$JHQF\�
��� =VX]VDQQD�/iV]Oy��5HSUHVHQWDWLYH��+XQJDULDQ�,QYHVWPHQW�DQG�7UDGH�$JHQF\� 
� �+,7$��6mR�3DXOR�
��� 3DZHã�:RťQ\��(PEDVV\�RI�3RODQG�LQ�0H[LFR���$GYLVHU�3ROLWLFDO�(FRQRPLF�6HFWLRQ�
��� 6WHIDQ�%RJGDQ�6DOHM��,QGHSHQGHQW�FRQVXOWDQW���IRUPHU�6ORYHQLDQ�*RYW��6SHFLDO�(QYR\�IRU� 
� /$&����������3UHVLGHQW�	�)RXQGHU�RI�&H/$�&HQWHU�IRU�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�LQ�/MXEOMDQD��6ORYHQLD�
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LIST OF INTERVIEWEES ECSA
��� $JXVWtQ�7HMHGD�5RGUtJXH]��&KLHI�(FRQRPLVW��,QVWLWXWR�SDUD�ODV�1HJRFLDFLRQHV� 
� $JUtFRODV�,QWHUQDFLRQDOHV��,1$,�
��� 0DUFR�/pOLV��&RRUGLQDWRU�RI�WKH�7UDGH�,QWHOOLJHQFH�8QLW��$3(;�%UDVLO�
��� +XJR�%DLHUOHLQ��0DQDJHU�IRU�)RUHLJQ�7UDGH��6RFLHGDG�GH�)RPHQWR�)DEULO��62)2)$�
��� &DUORV�$QVRUHQD��&RQVXOWDQW�DW�WKH�)RUHLJQ�7UDGH�,QVWLWXWH�RI�&RVWD�5LFD�� 
� &RVWD�5LFDQ�&KDPEHU�RI�([SRUWHUV��&$'(;&2�
��� 0DQXHO�(FKHYHUUtD��'HSXW\�'LUHFWRU�*HQHUDO��,QVWLWXWH�IRU�WKH�3URPRWLRQ�RI�([SRUWV�DQG�� �
� ,QYHVWPHQWV��352(&8$'25��0LQLVWU\�RI�)RUHLJQ�7UDGH�RI�(FXDGRU�
��� -XDQ�&DUORV�/RSH]��0DQDJHU�IRU�0DUNHW�,QWHOOLJHQFH�352(6$�
��� (UZLQ�)HOGKDXV��7UDGH�$GYLVHU�LQ�)UDQNIXUW��'LUHFWRU�&((� 
� �&HQWUDO�DQG�(DVWHUQ�(XURSHDQ�&RXQWULHV��3520(;,&2
��� /XQD�&DOGHUyQ��-RVp�0DQXHO�$QWRQLR��'LUHFWRU�*HQHUDO�IRU�(XURSH� 
� DQG�$IULFD�'HSXW\�6HFWDU\�IRU�)RUHLJQ�7UDGH��(FRQRPLF�6HFUHWDU\�RI�0p[LFR
��� &DUORV�3HUH]�&LUHUD��7UDGH�$GYLVHU�LQ�6WRFNKROP�3520e;,&2�
10. José Miguel Sepúlveda and Gigliola Di Giammarino (Civil servants at the Department  
 for Europe, Africa and Middle East. Directorate General for International Trade Relations.  
� 0LQLVWU\�RI�)RUHLJQ�$IIDLUV�RI�&KLOH�
���� 0DULR�2FKDUiQ��'HSXW\�'LUHFWRU�IRU�7UDGH�,QWHOOLJHQFH�²�35203(58�
���� 2VPDU�%HQtWH]��([HFXWLYH�3UHVLGHQW�²�-XQWD�$JURHPSUHVDULDO�'RPLQLFDQD�
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