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1. Introduction  

The partnership between the European Union (EU), Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) 
is based on close historical and cultural ties and shared values and aspirations. Over the years, 
the two regions have progressively built a relationship based on mutual respect and open 
dialogue. As a result, a bi-regional strategic partnership was established in 1999, providing a 
consensual and dynamic framework for political dialogue and cooperation in specific areas 
of mutual interest.  
 
Consequently, by decision of the Heads of State and Government in 2010, the EU-LAC 
Foundation was established and since 2011 has been operating in the city of Hamburg, as an 
instrument to promote this bi-regional partnership. Composed of 61 countries from the 
European Union, Latin America, and the Caribbean, plus the European Union itself, for a total 
of 61 members, the Foundation became an International Organisation in May 2019, with the 
entry into force of its Constitutive Agreement.  
 
The cultural ties between both regions are one of the pillars of the Bi-regional Strategic 
Partnership. Cultural links and the recognition of the value of the cultural network of the two 
regions have been frequently mentioned in the declarations of the bi-regional meetings. The 
Brussels EU-CELAC Declaration of 2015 already called on the EU-LAC Foundation to "promote 
cultural cooperation between the two regions". 
 
In this sense, in the thematic area of culture, the Foundation has four fundamental purposes: 
 

a. To support governments and other relevant actors in the EU and LAC regions in the 
generation, articulation and promotion of knowledge networks; 

b. To foster cultural cooperation between the two regions; 
c. To contribute to mutual knowledge and better understanding, and;  
d. To serve as a tool for social transformation.  

 
In response to this mandate and recognising the importance of highlighting bi-regional 
cultures as a central component of the EU-LAC relationship, the EU-LAC Foundation 
presents the following Call for proposals for a compilation of testimonies on the 
cultural identities of European diasporas in Latin America and the Caribbean or Latin 
American and Caribbean diasporas in Europe. 
 

2. The Call  
 
Since 1970, international migration has tripled worldwide. According to a recent report by 
the United Nations, about 272 million people are living in a country other than where they 
were born, which equates to 3.5% of the global population. For example, in terms of the LAC 
and European regions, in 2019, 5 million people from LAC were in Europe, and the number of 
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Europeans living in Latin America and the Caribbean was 1.4 million. These changes in 
international migration, together with technological advancements, have dramatically 
increased intercultural contact and cultural diversity around the world. 
 
The concept of cultural identity contains a sense of belonging to a social group with which 
cultural traits are shared, such as customs, values, and beliefs. Identity is not a fixed concept 
but is recreated individually and collectively and continuously feeds on outside influence. The 
creation of a hybrid identity involves the incorporation of elements from different cultures 
to create a new hybrid culture. 
 
The rise of transnational migration has produced diasporic experiences amongst generations 
of immigrants. This results in a diasporic consciousness such that migranthood and the 
journey that the diasporic experiences entail become integral parts of groups’ identities. 
 
The idea of the diaspora refers to immigrant communities who distinctly attempt to maintain 
connections and commitments to their homeland and recognise themselves and act as a 
collective community. Moreover, diasporas are usually formed when the immigrant 
community in question does not find its culture represented in the mainstream host culture 
and they experience the erasure and silencing of their culture by the host one. Furthermore, 
diasporic communities bring into sharp relief the sense of constantly negotiating between 
here and there, past, and present, homeland and host land, the self and the other.  
 
The desire to maintain cultural traditions finds immigrants immersed in a world where two 
identities exist and vary in salience depending on social contexts and structural conditions, 
making them “cultural hybrids”. The diasporised hybrid must consider not only the old and 
new cultures in which the group previously and currently resides but the entire transnational 
experience of movement and the social, political, and economic reasons behind this 
migration. The diasporic experience, therefore, represents a bridge between multiple 
locations that will always exist, even if it is never again crossed. 
 
In this regard, the main purpose of this EU-LAC Foundation Call is to receive proposals for a 
compilation of testimonies on the cultural identities of European diasporas in Latin America 
and the Caribbean or Latin American and Caribbean diasporas in Europe.   
 

3.  Eligibility Criteria  
 

o Applicants must be nationals of one of the 61 member countries of the EU-LAC 
Foundation;  

o Each applicant may submit a maximum of one proposal; 
o Proposals of individual or collective authorship will be accepted; 
o Staff members, interns, consultants, former staff members and former consultants 

of the EU-LAC Foundation are not eligible to participate in this call.  
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The proposal must: 
 
• Consist of a compilation of a maximum of 10 testimonies plus an introductory analysis 

and a conclusion; 
• may also include visual elements such as photographs or short videos; 
• be written in Spanish or English; 
• be sent with a title and no attachments;  
• be sent in PDF, size 11 and with margin 2.5 cm for the top and bottom margins and 3 cm 

to the left and right. The space between the lines must be 1,5; 
• The total number of pages should not exceed 15.  

 
To guarantee the integrity of the anonymous evaluations, authors should not include in the 
document any indication of authorship (names, e-mail, university). This information will only 
be provided through the registration form.  
 
The best proposal with the highest scores according to the Evaluation Committee will be 
selected. 
 

4. Acknowledgement 
 
The best proposal, that is, the one with the highest score according to the evaluation 
committee, will be acknowledged with a total amount of € 1,800.00 (one thousand eight 
hundred euros). The award will be paid in two instalments, one of 30% at the time of signing 
the service contract with the winner(s) and a second one of 70% upon delivery of the final 
work, following the revision and editing process, and the acquisition of the publication rights 
by the compilator(s).  
 

5. The Final Work  
 
Once the winning proposal has been selected, the Foundation, through the signing of a 
service contract, gives the winner(s) three months to submit a more extensive work. The 
final work must complement the testimonies with an analytical/theoretical introduction, a 
guide linking the different writings and a conclusion. The final work must also contain a 
bibliography and may contain audio-visual material, e.g., photographs, maps, drawings, etc. 
 
The final work must be rigorously composed of unpublished testimonies that have not been 
previously published in any type of media or communication, nor have won any other prize 
in any other contest. Texts and other collected material must have obtained prior permission 
to be published in the context of the work from the persons who provided testimonies. 
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The final work must be submitted to the Foundation in Spanish or English. If the final work 
meets the requirements, according to the quality criteria established by the Evaluation 
Committee, the EU-LAC Foundation will proceed to translate the work into the 
corresponding working language (Spanish or English), and to publish it digitally and 
physically. An element for the Foundation's blog will also be considered. 
 
The final work must be in size 11 and with normal margin (2.5 cm for the top and bottom 
margins and 3 cm to the left and right); that is, a Word pattern. The space between the lines 
must be 1,5. The total number of pages should not exceed 70.   
 

6. Dates  
 
The deadline for submission of the proposals is 31 October 2021 23:59 (CEST). Each author 
may submit only one proposal. Proposals received within this deadline and that meet the 
requirements will be considered for the contest.  
 
Proposals should be sent together with the registration form to the attention of Diego Durán 
Cruz at the following e-mail address: call@eulacfoundation.org with the subject: Call on EU-
LAC cultural identities.  
 
The results of the call will be communicated on 30 November 2021 on the EU-LAC 
Foundation website and on its social networks.  
 

7. Evaluation Criteria  
 
A jury composed of the EU-LAC Foundation and independent international experts will 
evaluate the proposals.  
 
The members of the jury will evaluate the works considering criteria such as: 
 
• Originality of the proposal 
• Compliance with the contents indicated in section 3 of the Call.  
• Relevance of the topic to the knowledge on diaspora cultural identities 
 
Proposals sent after the deadline, and in general, those that do not meet the conditions 
expressed in the terms of reference, will not be accepted in the Call.  
 

8. Registration Form 
 
The EU-LAC Foundation undertakes to keep all personal data strictly confidential and to 
respect the European Union regulations governing the protection of citizens' data (GDPR). 
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For their part, the applicant(s) commit, through the declaration of honour included in the 
application form, to guarantee the originality of the text.  
 

9. Curriculums  
 
Participants must send the corresponding CV(s) together with the registration form duly 
completed. These should indicate work experience, qualifications, previous experience with 
this type of work, and should be written in English or Spanish. 
 

10. Publication  
 
The winner(s) will be notified once the Jury Committee has made its decision. The decision 
of the Committee is final and binding. The EU-LAC Foundation expects to reach the final 
decision about four weeks after the closing date of the Call. 
  
The winner(s) will grant the EU-LAC Foundation the right to publish the original works, but 
they may subsequently be published in any other media, provided that the original 
publication and the framework of this Call are cited.  
 
The views and content of the compilation and the testimonies that comprise it are the 
responsibility of the authors and do not reflect the views of the EU-LAC Foundation, the 
European Union, or any of the Foundation’s Member States of the Foundation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


