
 
 

Joint press release by the President of the EU-LAC Foundation Leire Pajín 

Iraola and Member of the German Bundestag Niels Annen, Minister of State at 

the Federal Foreign Office:  

Shared desire to deepen biregional EU-LAC relations 

Berlin and Hamburg, 10 February 2021: Niels Annen, Member of the German 

Bundestag (SPD) for Hamburg-Eimsbüttel, and Leire Pajín Iraola, President of the EU-

LAC Foundation, underscored the close relations between the international foundation 

and the Federal Republic of Germany during their online meeting and agreed on more 

in-depth collaboration between the regions in the fight against the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

Their discussions focused on common priorities for the future of the partnership. 

Additional scope for action is opening up as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic and 

its socio-economic impact in both regions.  

President Leire Pajín Iraola underlined the significance of the strategic relations 

between the EU and Latin America and the Caribbean. She expressed her thanks for 

the outstanding support and commitment shown by the Federal Foreign Office with 

regard to both the strengthening of the biregional partnership and the work of the 

international foundation. 

Germany plays an important strategic role in maintaining these biregional relations, 

and supports the deepening of ties between the countries of the EU, Latin America and 

the Caribbean, for example with the Latin America and Caribbean Initiative launched 

by Federal Foreign Minister Heiko Maas in 2019. The informal meeting of EU, Latin 

American and Caribbean Foreign Ministers in December 2020 generated new ideas 

and fresh momentum for a further intensification of existing joint efforts. 

President Leire Pajín Iraola mentioned measures to strengthen gender equality and 

sustainable development as future areas of focus for the EU-LAC Foundation. Minister 

of State Niels Annen highlighted the Federal Foreign Office’s intention to continue 

supporting the EU-LAC Foundation in the future. 

The two were also in agreement on the need to increase public awareness of the strong 

relations existing between Europe, Latin America and the Caribbean, including through 

the work of the EU-LAC Foundation. 


