
                        
 

 

EU-LAC Women as Key Actors in Climate Action and Disaster Risk Reduction: 
Launch of the EU-LAC Women's International Network  

 
Event in the framework of the 66th Session of the Commission on the Status of Women 

(CSW66) entitled Climate Change, Environment and Disaster Risk Reduction: Gender Equality as 
a Key to Solutions 

 

23rd March 2022 - 17:00 h (CET) - 12:00 h (EST) 
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_kZHYrnzKRz6papSCfBWDpw 

 
The EU-LAC International Women’s International Network is an initiative whose main objective is 
"the promotion of public policies of international scope for the production of environments of 

equality and gender equity in Latin America and the Caribbean and the European Union", and 
which has a Founder Group composed of women leaders from both regions and articulates, so far, 

the work of 15 organizations from both regions committed to the gender agenda.  In addition, the 
EU-LAC International Women’s International Network projects itself as a multilevel space that 
includes institutions from academia, civil society, the political, journalistic, and economic spheres.   

 
Among its actions, for example, the first working meeting of the EU-LAC International Women’s 

International Network was held on November 24, and the participants agreed to work under the 
umbrella of recovery from the crisis in an inclusive and sustainable manner, this being the guiding 
thread of the Network's work. In this context, the EU-LAC International Women Network supports 

the commitment of Latin America and the Caribbean and the countries of the European Union to 
promote the incorporation of women at the centre of decision-making and as protagonists of 
policies for economic recovery and economic and social protection. Similarly, the participating 

organizations and women leaders adhere to the commitment to achieve the goals set by the 2030 
Agenda, and to the task of advancing in the creation of spaces for discussion around affirmative 

actions in key sectors, such as the revitalization of the green transition and the digital 
transformation and innovation. 
 

EU-LAC International Women’s International Network as a response to unpresented social and 
environmental crises 
 

We live in an interconnected world, where crises tend to feed each other, generating vicious cycles.  
In the current context, which is still marked by the pandemic caused by COVID 19, it has become 

evident that global crises associated with health threats, climate change, and socio-cultural risks 
are not gender neutral, where women and girls tend to suffer exponentially from the negative 

consequences of these phenomena. ECLAC studies in 2018,1 for example, show that in Latin 

America and the Caribbean there is an inter-causal relationship between inequalities and 
environmental imbalance (loss of biodiversity, climate change and pollution). The impacts of these 

imbalances tend to be greater on women and girls, given the condition of inequality in which 
reduces their capacity to respond and their resilience, in turn these impacts tend to increase 
inequalities or create new ones. 

 
1 Comisión Económica para América Latina y el Caribe (CEPAL) (2018), La ineficiencia de la desigualdad. Available at 
https://repositorio.cepal.org/bitstream/handle/11362/43566/4/S1800302_es.pdf  

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_kZHYrnzKRz6papSCfBWDpw
https://repositorio.cepal.org/bitstream/handle/11362/43566/4/S1800302_es.pdf


                        
 

 

In this context, European, and Latin American and Caribbean women, convinced of the importance 
of equal opportunities, human rights, global care, the stewardship of nature and human beings, 

have promoted, from different spheres, actions in favour of commitments and action.  
Furthermore, the participants of the EU-LAC International Women’s International Network  

recognize that the challenges of these crises can also be as a window of opportunity, to discussing 
strategies to re-establish the social contract, address inequalities, intergenerational 
commitments and empower women as agents of change and environmental stewards with the 

capacity to transform social and environmental spaces .   
 
EU-LAC International Women’s International Network as a platform for change 

The European Union and its member countries, and countries in Latin America and the Caribbean, 
have expressed their full commitment to gender equality, sustainable development, protection of 
the environment. Efforts in countries from both regions have long propose mechanisms, actions 
to articulate these agendas. For example, they committed to the Paris Agreement, which 

recognizes that “climate change is a common concern of humankind, Parties should, when taking 
action to address climate change, respect, promote and consider (…) gender equality, 
empowerment of women and intergenerational equity.” In addition, as was pointed out at the 

Regional meeting on climate change led by Chile and with the support of the European Union, held 
last September 2021, both regions have made ambitious progress in the inclusion of concrete 

actions to promote gender equality and the empowerment of women in their climate agendas.  

Given his common understating, both regions have had the opportunity to discuss experiences, 

good practices, challenges, and opportunities associated with new nature based, gender 
responsive and risk informed development models and gender just green transitions. Therefore, 
opening a space for discussion around concrete proposals to recognize, value and promote the 

empowerment of women as key actors in climate action and disaster risk reduction is necessary, 
but also demands the inclusion of different actors and at different levels. In this context, the United 

Nations Development Programme (UNDP) together with the EU-LAC International Foundation, 
being key actors to generate multi-stakeholder dialogues involving the countries of Latin America 
and the Caribbean and the European Union want to contribute to these efforts and establish an 

open and inclusive platform to address the current challenges to promote gender equality and 

women’s empowerment in climate agendas.   

GENERAL OBJECTIVE OF THE EVENT 
 

The event will be the official launch of the EU-LAC Women’s International Network as a platform 
to exchange experiences and generate joint knowledge between the European Union and its 
member countries, and countries in Latin America and the Caribbean that contributes to the 

development and implement of gender responsive climate agendas. The event will foster a 
dialogue among different stakeholders from EU-LAC to identify common challenges and 

opportunities to further advance gender equality and women’s empowerment in climate agendas 
and how the EU-LAC International Women’s International Network can support countries and 
women’s groups in the implementation of innovative solutions that contribute to climate change 

adaptation, mitigation, and resilience. 
 
METHODOLOGY  



                        
 

 

 
With an online modality, the event is designed to promote an exchange of experiences, strategies, 

and innovative ideas to ensure the design and implementation of gender responsive climate 
agendas, based on lessons learned in Latin America and the Caribbean and in the European Union 

and its member countries. The event will start with the launch of the EU-LAC Women International 
Network, followed by dialogue with ministers and multiples organizations and stakeholders from 
both regions and organizations. The event will also be the first of a series of events entitled EU-

LAC WIN WIN Strategic Actions - EU-LAC Women as Key Actors in Climate Action, in which will 
explore 1) the challenges for Latin America and the Caribbean, and the European Union regarding 
feminist leadership committed to climate action, 2) experiences in strengthening climate resilience 

with a gender perspective in Latin America and the Caribbean and in the countries of the European 
Union and 3) women’s role as key actors in the governance of climate action.  

 
Registration link: https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_kZHYrnzKRz6papSCfBWDpw 
 

AGENDA 
 

 

 
17:00h–17:10 (CET)  

12:00h –12:10 (EST) 

 

 
Opening panel and 

launching of the 
Network 

Leire Pajín Iraola   

President of the EU-LAC International Foundation 
 

Luis Felipe López Calva   
Regional Director of UNDP for Latin America and 
the Caribbean 

 

17:10– 17:40 (CET)  
12:10 – 12:40 (EST) 

 
 

 

Ministerial High-Level 
Dialogue 

Moderator  

Leire Pajín Iraola   
President of the EU-LAC International Foundation 

 
Panelists:  
Kamina Johnson Smith  

Senator and Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Foreign Trade of Jamaica 

 
Irene Montero  
Minister of Equality of Spain 

 
Nadine Gasman  
President of the National Women’s Institute of 

Mexico 
 

Maria Perceval 
Secretary of Equality Policies at the Ministry of 
Women, Genders and Diversity of Argentina 

17:40– 18:10 (CET) 
12:40 – 13:10 (EST) 

 

Launch of the EU-LAC 
WIN WIN Strategic 
Actions Series 

Moderator  
Ana María Tribin  
Gender Team a.i. UNDP Regional Center for Latin 

America and the Caribbean 
 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_kZHYrnzKRz6papSCfBWDpw


                        
 

 

Panelists:  
Pilar Cancela Rodríguez  

Secretary of State for International Cooperation , 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, European Union and 
Cooperation, Government of Spain (2-minute 

video) 
 

Jolita Butkeviciene  
Director for Latin America & the Caribbean at the 
DG International Partnerships, European 

Commission 
  
Antonella Cavallari   

Secretary General of the Organizzazione 
Internazionale Italo-Latino Americana (ILLA) 

 
Ana Güezmes   
Chief of the Division for Gender Affairs of the 

Economic Commission for Latin America and the 
Caribbean of the Economic Commission for Latin 

America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) 
 
Almut Möller 

State Secretary and representative of the City of 
Hamburg for the European Union  
 

Paloma Costa   
Young environmental activist, represented Brazil 

at UN Climate Action Summit 
 
Rebeca Grynspan 

Secretary General of the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD)  

18:10-18:15 (CET)  
13:10-13:15 (EST) 

 

Closing remarks and 
further steps 

María Noel Vaeza   
Regional Director of UN Women for Latin America 
and the Caribbean 

 
Leire Pajín Iraola   

President of the EU-LAC International Foundation 

 
 

 


