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Meeting of Research Centres and Study Associations based in Europe dedicated 
to the analysis of Latin America and the Caribbean and the Bi-regional Relations 

between Europe and Latin America and the Caribbean 
 

- Concept Note- 
 
 
Dates:  28 - 29 April 2022 
 

Organisation: EU-LAC Foundation, Ibero American-Institute (IAI), GIGA Institute for Latin 
American Studies (GIGA-ILAS) 
 

Format and venue: The event will be held in person in the Simon Bolivar Hall of the IAI in 
Berlin. The IAI can currently receive visitors under the "3G" rule, i.e. persons with full 
vaccination with a vaccine recognised by the European Medicines Agency (EMA) 1 , or 
persons with proof of recovery from a virus infection within the last three months, or 
persons with a negative same-day test. As proof of vaccination, the COVID European Digital 
Certificate2 and an identity card must be presented.  
Participants are also requested to comply with the health regulations of the local 
authorities in Berlin3 as well as those of the national authorities of the Federal Republic of 
Germany4. 
 
 
Introduction 
 
The outbreak of COVID-19 has sharply and unequivocally highlighted the global 
interdependence and vulnerability of our political systems, economies and societies to a 
disease caused by a virus that knows no borders. In terms of deaths and infections linked 
to the coronavirus, Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) has been one of the most 
affected regions; at the same time, the region faced the worst contraction of its gross 
domestic product since 1946.5  While, in Europe, the impact of the pandemic was alleviated 
through a wide range of direct and fiscal assistance managed by the European Commission 
and national governments, stabilising existing social protection systems, retaining 
employment and income support, and assisting vulnerable families and populations, in LAC 
- the region that even before the pandemic was characterised as the most unequal in the 
world - COVID-19 exacerbated social and economic gaps. Although the responses of the 

 
1 See: https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/human-regulatory/overview/public-health-
threats/coronavirus-disease-covid-19/treatments-vaccines/vaccines-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines-
authorised   
2 See: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/eu-response-to-
coronavirus/20210520STO04404/travel-safely-with-the-eu-digital-covid-certificate 
3 See: https://www.berlin.de/corona/en/ ; and https://www.visitberlin.de/en/important-
information-your-visit-berlin 
4 See: https://www.bmi.bund.de/SharedDocs/faqs/EN/topics/civil-
protection/coronavirus/coronavirus-faqs.html  ; and https://www.auswaertiges-
amt.de/en/coronavirus/2317268 
5 See: https://news.un.org/es/story/2021/03/1489112 and 
https://www.cepal.org/es/publicaciones/46501-balance-preliminar-economias-america-latina-
caribe-2020 

https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/human-regulatory/overview/public-health-threats/coronavirus-disease-covid-19/treatments-vaccines/vaccines-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines-authorised
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/human-regulatory/overview/public-health-threats/coronavirus-disease-covid-19/treatments-vaccines/vaccines-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines-authorised
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/human-regulatory/overview/public-health-threats/coronavirus-disease-covid-19/treatments-vaccines/vaccines-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines-authorised
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/eu-response-to-coronavirus/20210520STO04404/travel-safely-with-the-eu-digital-covid-certificate
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/eu-response-to-coronavirus/20210520STO04404/travel-safely-with-the-eu-digital-covid-certificate
https://www.berlin.de/corona/en/
https://www.visitberlin.de/en/important-information-your-visit-berlin
https://www.visitberlin.de/en/important-information-your-visit-berlin
https://www.bmi.bund.de/SharedDocs/faqs/EN/topics/civil-protection/coronavirus/coronavirus-faqs.html
https://www.bmi.bund.de/SharedDocs/faqs/EN/topics/civil-protection/coronavirus/coronavirus-faqs.html
https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/en/coronavirus/2317268
https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/en/coronavirus/2317268
https://news.un.org/es/story/2021/03/1489112
https://www.cepal.org/es/publicaciones/46501-balance-preliminar-economias-america-latina-caribe-2020
https://www.cepal.org/es/publicaciones/46501-balance-preliminar-economias-america-latina-caribe-2020
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governments of the region helped to avoid even higher rates of poverty and extreme 
poverty, the pandemic has caused significant fissures in the social fabric, placing women, 
children, young people, and other vulnerable groups in a particularly disadvantageous 
situation. 
 
Simultaneously, the establishment of states of health emergency affected the functioning 
of political systems and governance. The pandemic accentuated institutional weaknesses 
and the issue of political representation, leading to a growing number of voices advocating 
for a new social contract oriented towards more sustainable political, economic and social 
development, with increased citizen participation in the generation of consensus on public 
policies, improved public services and extension of social protection, greater investment 
in inclusive and quality educational institutions, diversification and digital and green 
transformation of the economic sector, and more relevant fiscal frameworks. 
 
The transformative, sustainable, inclusive and science-based recovery was also the focus 
of the Forum of the Countries of Latin America and the Caribbean on Sustainable 
Development 2022 in San José (7-9 March 2022), where country delegates discussed 
policies and tools to reduce economic, social and environmental gaps and asymmetries 
between and within countries; access to innovative financing; cooperation and transition 
and access to concessional funds; the promotion of new social and economic pacts; gender 
equality and care society; as well as regional integration, greater regional political dialogue 
and the unification of the region's voice in the international community, which goes hand 
in hand with the aspiration for a multilateralism that puts sustainable development first 
and includes the reconfiguration of the international financial architecture.6 
 
The needs and aspirations of the ALC region have been attended by the European Union, 
for instance, during the informal meeting of EU and LAC Foreign Ministers on 14 December 
2020 in Berlin7, and the EU meeting with seven leaders chairing regional and sub-regional 
bodies in LAC on 2 December 2021 8 , highlighted the relevance of political dialogue, 
solidarity and cooperation to join forces towards a sustainable recovery from the 
pandemic, aimed at increasing the response capacity of public health institutions, climate 
change and biodiversity loss, accompanied by a new Digital Alliance, the linking of LAC in 
the EU's connectivity strategy, the willingness to make better use of existing trade and 
partnership agreements, new impulses for dialogue on human rights, security and the rule 
of law, as well as the implementation of the Strategic Roadmap on Science, Technology 
and Innovation.  
 
However, with Russia's war against Ukraine that began on 24 February 2022, the focus of 
the attention of European partners shifted sharply to the east of their own continent and 
thus to Russia's power, territorial and security interests, which seeks unconditional 
political and military surrender throughout Ukraine - a country that in recent years has been 
increasingly oriented towards the values and principles of European democracies and 
whose political leaders continue stressing that it is these principles that are being defended 
on Ukrainian territory. In a context characterised by uncertainty about the evolution of 

 
6 See: https://foroalc2030.cepal.org/2022/en  
7 See: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/delegations/en/eeas-joint-communique-of-14-december-
202/product-details/20210115DPU28407 
8 See: https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2021/12/02/eu-latin-america-
caribbean-leaders-meeting-joining-forces-for-a-sustainable-post-covid-recovery/ 

https://foroalc2030.cepal.org/2022/en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/delegations/en/eeas-joint-communique-of-14-december-202/product-details/20210115DPU28407
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/delegations/en/eeas-joint-communique-of-14-december-202/product-details/20210115DPU28407
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2021/12/02/eu-latin-america-caribbean-leaders-meeting-joining-forces-for-a-sustainable-post-covid-recovery/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2021/12/02/eu-latin-america-caribbean-leaders-meeting-joining-forces-for-a-sustainable-post-covid-recovery/
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these events and the motives of the Russian government, many analysts speculate that 
this only seems to be the beginning of what could be decades of geopolitical upheavals 
and rearrangements that will affect the entire international community. 
 
 
Objectives of the Meeting 
 
Against this backdrop, the EU-LAC Foundation, the Ibero-American Institute (IAI), and the 
GIGA - Institute of Latin American Studies (GIGA-ILAS), consider it an opportune moment 
to invite representatives of research centres and associations based in Europe, and whose 
field of work is the study of Latin America and the Caribbean and/or relations between 
Latin America, the Caribbean and Europe, to an open exchange on recent challenges for 
EU-LAC relations, as well as the effects of these developments on their research agendas 
and their capacity to influence the agendas of political decision-makers. 
 
Specifically, this face-to-face meeting in the Ibero-American Institute (IAI) in Berlin, 
Germany, will have the following objectives: 
 

• Exchange on the effects of current global challenges on the priorities of research 
agendas of the centres and scientists, including trends in theoretical and 
conceptual reflections, research questions and methodologies;  

• Dialogue on the impact of recent challenges on the transfer of information and 
knowledge from the research centres and associations to national and European 
societies, as well as to Latin American and Caribbean societies; 

• Joint analysis of the challenges and opportunities that have emerged for EU-CELAC 
bi-regional cooperation in the new global scenarios; 

• Discussion on the ways in which research centres and research associations have 
succeeded - or not - in influencing decision-making processes at national and 
European level with regard to cooperation with LAC; 

• Brainstorming on convergences, complementarities and possible joint efforts to 
create greater synergies and strengthen the work of each of the invited 
institutions. 

 
 
Invited Institutions 
 
In order to achieve the aims of the present meeting, the invitation to this meeting has been 
extended to the representatives of: 
 

• Barcelona Centre for International Affairs (CIDOB) 

• Centre for Latin American Research and Documentation (CEDLA), University of 
Amsterdam 

• Centre for Latin American Studies, University of Copenhagen 

• Department of Hispanic Studies, University of Szeged – currently holding the 
Presidency of International Federation of Latin American and Caribbean Studies 
(FIEALC) 

• Elcano Royal Institute 

• European Council for Social Research on Latin America (CEISAL) 

• Fundación Carolina 



 
 

 4 

• German Association of Research on Latin America (ADLAF) 

• German Institute for International and Security Affairs (SWP) 

• GIGA Institute for Latin American Studies (GIGA-ILAS) 

• Ibero American-Institute (IAI), Berlin 

• Institut des Amériques (IdA) 

• Institut des Hautes Etudes De L’Amérique Latine (IHEAL) 

• Institute for Latin American Studies (LAI), Freie Universität Berlin 

• Instituto de Iberoamérica, Universidad de Salamanca 

• Instituto Para a Promoção da América Latina e Caraíbas (IPDAL) 

• Italo-Latin American International Organisation (IILA) 

• Polish Institute of International Affairs (PISM) 

• Latin American and the Caribbean Business and Studies Center, Anglo-American 
University 

• Latin American Studies, Department of Cultures, University of Helsinki 

• Political Observatory of Latin America and the Caribbean (OPALC), CERI – Sciences 
Po 

• Nordic Institute of Latin American Studies (NILAS), Stockholm University 
 
 
Guiding Questions for the Dialogue 
 

(1) What effects have recent global challenges had on the priorities of research 
agendas of the research centres and scientists, including trends in theoretical 
and conceptual reflections, research questions and methodologies?  

(2) In what ways have recent challenges had an impact on the transfer of 
information and knowledge from the research centres and associations to 
national and European societies, as well as to Latin American and Caribbean 
societies? 

(3) What are the challenges and opportunities that have emerged for EU-CELAC 
bi-regional cooperation in the new global scenarios? 

(4) How have research centres and associations generated influence in decision-
making processes at the national and European levels? And in what ways could 
the LAC region be made more relevant to national agendas and the European 
agenda? 

(5) What could be shared interests, complementarities, and possible joint efforts 
to create greater synergies and strengthen the work of the research centres 
and research associations present? 

 
 
 

Expected Results 
 

• Promotion of an open and constructive dialogue between representatives of 
research centres / associations based in Europe, whose field of work is the study of 
Latin America and the Caribbean and/or relations between Latin America, the 
Caribbean and Europe, on the current global scenarios and the challenges and 
opportunities that these have implied for the work of the centres and associations, 
as well as for cooperation between the two regions;  
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• Joint reflections on complementarities and efforts to create greater synergies in 
the work of the research centres and associations present and to ensure that the 
LAC region acquires greater importance in national agendas and the European 
agenda; 

• Preparation of a report of the meeting, in which the main issues discussed will be 
reflected, and which, beyond being disseminated publicly, will also serve as 
relevant input for a replica of this meeting with research centres and study 
associations based in LAC, dedicated to the analysis of Europe and Bi-regional 
Relations between Latin America and the Caribbean and Europe, which the EU-LAC 
Foundation plans to organise at the end of 2022/beginning of 2023 in Latin America 
and the Caribbean. 

 
 
Languages 
 
At the Meeting, each participant will be able to speak and articulate their ideas in the 
language of their choice, and preferably in English or Spanish. 
 
 
Logistics 

• Logistical information on how to get to the Ibero-American Institute (IAI) 
(Potsdamer Strasse 37, 10785 Berlin): https://www.iai.spk-berlin.de/en/funktionen-
globalnavigation/funktionen/how-to-get-to-the-iai.html  

• Hotel Motel One Berlin-Spittelmarkt (Leipziger Strasse 50, 10117 Berlín): 
https://www.motel-one.com/de/hotels/berlin/hotel-berlin-spittelmarkt/  

• Webpage of Berlin’s public transport system (Berliner Verkehrsbetriebe – BVG): 
https://www.bvg.de/en  

https://www.iai.spk-berlin.de/en/funktionen-globalnavigation/funktionen/how-to-get-to-the-iai.html
https://www.iai.spk-berlin.de/en/funktionen-globalnavigation/funktionen/how-to-get-to-the-iai.html
https://www.motel-one.com/de/hotels/berlin/hotel-berlin-spittelmarkt/
https://www.bvg.de/en

