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1. Introduction 

 
The partnership between the countries of the European Union, Latin America and the Caribbean 

countries is based on close historical and cultural ties as well as on shared values and aspirations, 

such as commitment to democracy, human rights and the Rule of Law, the search for sustainable 

development for prosperous and inclusive societies committed to respecting the environment and 

aligned with strategies to tackle climate change. Over the years, both regions have progressively 

built a relationship based on mutual respect and open dialogue. In 1999 a bi-regional strategic 

partnership was established, which provides a consensual and dynamically evolving framework for 

political dialogue and cooperation in specific areas of mutual interest. 

By decision of the Heads of State and Government in 2010, the EU-LAC Foundation was established 

and has been operating in the city of Hamburg since 2011, as an instrument to promote the bi-

regional partnership. Made up of the 60 countries of the European Union, Latin America and the 

Caribbean, as well as the European Union itself, for a total of 61 members, the Foundation became 

an international intergovernmental organisation in May 2019 with the entry into force of its 

Constitutive Agreement. 

The EU-LAC Foundation mainly serves two purposes: 

a. contributing to the strengthening of the bi-regional partnership process between the 

European Union, Latin America and the Caribbean, involving the participation and inputs 

from civil society and other social actors; 

b. promoting mutual knowledge and improving the mutual visibility of the bi-regional 

association. 

In response to this mandate and recognising and taking into account the priorities of the bi-regional 

dialogue between the European Union, Latin America and the Caribbean, the Foundation opens 

this public call to co-organise debate and exchange events on global and / or sectorial issues related 

to the bi-regional association. 

2. Objectives of the Call 

 
The main purpose of this Call is to receive proposals for the co-organisation of events, resulting in 

a publication, communication and visibility resources, written interviews, videos, podcasts, or other 

products, related to topics of relevance to the bi-regional association, especially those aimed at 

contributing to the fulfilment of the EU-LAC Foundation's mandate in particular in the following 

priority areas: a) Food security, b) Energy transition, and c) Digital transformation. 
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3. Thematic Areas 

 
The European Union (EU) and Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) are pursuing an ambitious 
green and digital transformation policy agenda. The third CELAC-EU Foreign Ministers' Meeting 
took place in Buenos Aires on 27 October 2022, under the theme "Renewing the bi-regional 
partnership to strengthen peace and sustainable development" (CELAC & EU, 2022). This was the 
first formal EU-CELAC ministerial meeting since July 2018 and marked the resumption of a bi-
regional dialogue based on a forward-looking, substantive, and positive agenda. At the meeting, 
Ministers discussed ways to ensure an inclusive, equitable and sustainable post-pandemic 
economic recovery. In addition, they agreed to deepen cooperation on food security, energy, 
health, social justice and the integration of production systems and value chains, including with 
respect to raw materials; and to strengthen trade and investment relations between the two 
regions (CELAC & EU, 2022). 
 
This commitment was reinforced during the VII Summit of Heads of State of CELAC held in Buenos 
Aires on 24 January 2023. There, the authorities of the region have agreed to continue promoting 
actions for post-pandemic economic recovery, food and energy security, environmental 
cooperation, and digital transformation, among other key issues (CELAC, 2023), for which the 
European Union is an essential partner.  
 

a. Food security  
 
The coronavirus (Covid-19) crisis and, more recently, the conflict in Ukraine have endangered the 
food security of millions of people around the world due to reduced supply of agricultural 
commodities and increased global prices. This crisis has mainly affected low-income countries but 
has also affected the most vulnerable populations in LAC and the EU. In this context, CELAC-EU 
Foreign Ministers agreed to deepen cooperation on food security at the ministerial meeting on 27 
October 2022.  
 
In face of the current crisis and as part of its action plan on nutrition and food security, the EU has 
proposed measures to ensure the restoration of global food security through international 
cooperation (European Commission, 2023c). On the one hand, the EU has approved a humanitarian 
food aid package of 210 million euros to support the countries most affected by increased food 
insecurity, including some LAC countries. This package will raise EU support for global food security 
to 8 billion euros between 2020 and 2024, funds linked primarily to its commitment to reduce 
stunting in children under five worldwide. On the other hand, given the vulnerability of the 
European agricultural sector due to its dependence on imported inputs, the EU has also proposed 
a range of short-term and medium-term actions to support farmers and consumers in the EU, who 
are facing rising food prices and input costs. Among the measures are the allocation of funds for 
the most affected farmers in EU Member States, the reduction of value added taxes on food, and 
the diversification of import sources and market outlets through multilateral and bilateral trade 
policy. 
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Likewise, at the VII Summit of Heads of State, CELAC reaffirmed the region's key role in global food 
and nutrition security, and its willingness to assume this role by promoting a sustainable production 
model. In order to establish a regulatory framework for this commitment, CELAC proposed 
updating the CELAC Food Security, Nutrition and Hunger Eradication Plan 2025 (SAN-CELAC), 
requesting technical assistance from international cooperation agencies (CELAC, 2023).  
 
LAC plays a fundamental role in the production of food and ecosystem services at the global level. 
The importance of agriculture in LAC as a percentage of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) has reduced 
since the decade of the 80s (Botella Rodríguez et al., 2017). Nevertheless, it remains significant in 
many regional economies, accounting for 5-18% of GDP in approximately 20 LAC countries (Morris 
et al., 2020). While the coronavirus crisis (Covid-19) led to a significant reduction in the region's 
exports, the conflict in Eastern Europe led to a new export boost via the price channel, which 
particularly benefited LAC economies that are net commodity exporters, including food (IDB, 
2022). 1 Still, the Covid-19 pandemic, combined with the increase in food and agricultural input 
prices, worsened the living conditions of the most vulnerable populations in the region, including 
children from lower-income households. According to the FAO Regional Overview of Food Security 
and Nutrition 2021 (FAO et al., 2021), the number of people living with hunger in LAC increased by 
13.8 million in 2020, reaching a total of 59.7 million people, the highest point since the year 2000. In 
fact, by 2020, hunger figures in the region had been growing for six consecutive years.  
 
The deepening of bi-regional cooperation between LAC and the EU on food security presents great 
opportunities and challenges. Firstly, regarding technical and financial support for the eradication 
of hunger and child malnutrition in LAC. Secondly, regarding the development of sustainable, 
climate-smart, and environment-friendly agricultural capacities in LAC, to strengthen the 
agricultural trade relationship with the EU, which faces the need to diversify its import sources and 
commercial outlets. 
 

b. Energy transition 
 

The world is experiencing an energy crisis that has been aggravated by the conflict in Ukraine and 
the deepening climate crisis. In this context, at their meeting in October 2022, the Foreign Ministers 
of CELAC and the EU committed to strengthen their cooperation on energy security and the fight 
against climate change. 
 
On the one hand, this cooperation will be framed around the 'European Green Deal' and the EU's 
new energy strategy embodied in the REPowerEU plan, which aims to drastically accelerate clean 
energy transition and increase Europe's energy independence from fossil fuels, particularly from 
Russia (European Commission, 2023b). Among the measures to be implemented by the 
REPowerEU plan, is the cooperation with international partners to find, in the short term, 
alternative suppliers of gas, oil and coal. In the medium term, the REPowerEU plan aims to 
accelerate the green transition and stimulate massive investment and cooperation in clean 
energies, particularly renewable hydrogen. In the medium term, REPowerEU also plans to 
implement massive incentives for industrial decarbonisation, generate new legislation for faster 
permitting of renewables especially in dedicated ‘go–to areas’ with low environmental risk, invest 

                                                
1 According to IDB (2022), while the value of exports from LAC declined by 9.0% in 2020, it increased by 27.8% in 2021 and 
by 18.8% in 2022. 



This iniciative is financed by: 

 
 

4 

in an integrated and adapted gas and electricity infrastructure network, increase the European 
renewables target for 2030 from 40% to 45%, generate Regulatory measures to increase energy 
efficiency in the transport sector, accelerate the use of hydrogen, and generate a modern 
regulatory framework for hydrogen.  
 
On the other hand, the CELAC countries, at the VII Summit of Heads of State, confirmed their 
willingness to accelerate the energy transition in a sustainable, fair, equitable and inclusive manner, 
contributing to the energy security of the countries of the region and considering the different 
realities, capacities, and levels of development of each country (CELAC, 2023). In the last two 
decades several LAC countries have made considerable progress in diversifying their energy matrix 
and building renewable energy markets. Thus, according to the OECD's Latin American Economic 
Outlook Report (2022), renewable energy resources currently account for 33% of the total energy 
supply in the region, and 61% of regional electricity generation. Beyond this, the region has great 
potential for renewable energy such as green hydrogen, which can boost green hydrogen industrial 
hubs (OECD et al., 2022). The region also has a strategic position to supply key minerals for the 
energy transition, such as lithium (61% of global reserves), copper (39%), and nickel and silver (32%) 
(OECD et al., 2022). The region’s renewable energy resources have the potential to promote 
innovative industries, generate quality jobs, enable universal access to electricity services, and 
foster renewable energy markets.  
 
In this context, deepening cooperation on energy transition between CELAC and the EU is relevant, 
mutually beneficial, and has the potential to enable the short and medium-term energy goals in 
both regions, as well as the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
 

c. Digital transformation 
 
The coronavirus crisis (COVID-19) reinforced the urgency of driving a digital transformation in the 
EU and LAC. At the third CELAC-EU Foreign Ministers' Meeting in October 2022, the Ministers 
agreed to work towards a Digital Alliance, with the objective of promoting a human-centred digital 
transformation, focused on values and social inclusion, as expressed in the EU Global Gateway 
initiative (CELAC & EU, 2022).  
 
EU Global Gateway is the EU's new strategy to boost smart, clean, and secure links in the digital, 
energy and transport sectors, and to strengthen health, education, and research systems across 
the world (European Commission, 2023a). Particularly in the digital sector, through Global Gateway, 
the EU will strengthen connections between Europe and the world and help partner countries 
address the digital divide and further integrate into the global digital ecosystem. In addition, under 
the Global Gateway, the EU will invest in quality digital education, paying particular attention to the 
inclusion of girls and women, and other vulnerable groups. The EU will also work with partner 
countries to increase cooperation on research and innovation. The Global Gateway will mobilise, 
through the European Fund for Sustainable Development+ (EFSD+), up to 135 million euros for 
investments for infrastructure, including digital infrastructure, between 2021 and 2027 (European 
Commission, 2021).  
 
For LAC, the digital transformation opens new opportunities for post-pandemic economic, 
productive, and social recovery. The region has made significant progress in internet use, with 
internet penetration reaching 68% of the population in 2018 (OECD et al., 2020). Moreover, because 
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of the coronavirus crisis, the region experienced an increase in the digital transformation in sectors 
such as production (ECLAC, 2020; Katz et al., 2020) and education. However, significant digital gaps 
remain among households by income and location (urban/rural) in the region. On average, there is 
almost a 40‑percentage point gap between the total population that uses internet in the richest 
quintile (75%) and the poorest (37%) (OECD et al. 2020). In the education sector, the gaps are equally 
alarming. The latest figures available at the regional level show that while 14% of primary school 
students from poor households had access to a computer with internet at home, 80% of students 
from high-income households had access (OECD et al. 2020). This existing digital divide exacerbates 
differences in cognitive development, knowledge acquisition, productivity and consequently 
income generation.  
 
Accordingly, a just digital transformation in LAC, which closes digital gaps, presents a historic 
opportunity for knowledge development, productivity growth, increased digital business and jobs, 
and sustainable economic development (OECD et al., 2020; Zaballos et al., 2021). In this context, at 
the VII Summit of Heads of State and Heads of State, CELAC countries committed to work on digital 
transformation, with special attention to vulnerable groups to reduce digital divides, such as the 
gender digital divide (CELAC, 2023).  

4. Planned activities 

 The Foundation launches this call for proposals for the co-organisation of up to three 

dialogue and debate events (one per each thematic area), which should be held in 2023 

between July and November, and which should address the issues covered in point 2. 

 The Foundation will receive proposals for events until April 30th, 2023, midnight CET. 

 A proposal selection committee will be formed internally, which will evaluate and assign a 

score according to the compliance of the proposal with the eligibility criteria established in 

points 5 and 7. Up to three proposals will be selected. In the event of not filling an eligible 

proposal per thematic area, a maximum of two events per other area may be chosen. 

 The results of the selection will be announced on the EU-LAC Foundation’s website on May 

31st, 2023. A notification via email will follow, only for the contestants whose proposals have 

been selected. Unselected institutions will not receive an email notification.  

5. Eligibility criteria 

 
The eligible events are seminars, colloquia, conferences, panels and round tables, to be 

implemented either in face-to-face, virtual or hybrid format, lasting up to two (not necessarily 

consecutive) working days. These events should bring together experts, academics, officials, 

decision makers, civil society actors and other interested parties from the EU and LAC regions to 

discuss relevant issues for the bi-regional association, fostering the participation of a diversity of 

actors coming from public institutions, civil society, and international organisations, to render 

https://eulacfoundation.org/en/opportunities/tenders
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visible the importance of the bi-regional dialogue. Events that aim to strengthen or promote bi-

regional networks on priority issues will be considered as well.  

The eligibility criteria are: 

 The event must focus on one or more of the priority areas established in point 2. 

 It must aim to strengthen bi-regional ties and improve mutual knowledge. 

 It must be co-organised by academic institutions, study centres, civil society 

organisations, business and worker associations, or related networks based in a Member 

State2 of the Foundation. International public bodies may not be applicants, although they 

may be associated with the proposals. 

 The entities that have been selected and have received co-financing from the 

Foundation in the last two calls, directly or as a partner, may not be applicants, although 

they may be associated with the proposals.  

 The event must be held in the period between July 1st and November 30th, 2023, and 

the financial execution – as well as the expected outputs – should be achieved by December 

15th, 2023.  

6. Call Dates 

The deadline for submission of proposals for the Annual Call is April 30th, 2023, midnight CET. Each 

organisation may submit a single application as an applicant or associate. All full applications 

received within this period that meet the requirements will be considered. 

The proposals are to be sent at call@eulacfoundation.org with the subject “Call for co-organising 

events 2023 - Name of proposal” to the attention of Diego Durán Cruz and Daniela Araujo. 

The EU-LAC Foundation foresees a response time of around four weeks to announce the decision. 

Please refrain from contacting the Foundation regarding your application within this timeframe. 

 

                                                
2 Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominica, 
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, 
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, St Kitts and Nevis, St Lucia, St Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Uruguay, Venezuela. Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, 
Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxemburg, Malta, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, 
Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden.  

mailto:call@eulacfoundation.org
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7. Required qualifications 

To participate in the Annual Call, the applicant must: 

 Legally represent a public or private entity based in either the European Union or Latin 

America and the Caribbean. 

 Present the application in association with at least one organisation from the other region, 

depending on their region of membership, EU or LAC, demonstrating the co-responsibility 

in the organisation of the event and the tasks distribution amongst co-organisers, including 

a proposal of tasks for the EU-LAC Foundation in its role as co-organiser. 

 Demonstrate that the applicant has own funds or those of other institutions for the 

implementation of the event since the EU-LAC Foundation, as co-organiser, can only 

provide a contribution to its implementation. 

 Include in the proposal the ways in which the bi-regional relationship will be made visible 

before, during and after the event, including visibility to the EU-LAC Foundation. 

 Have relevant experience in carrying out similar events. 

8. Rules for exclusion 

Excluded from participation in a contract will be applicants who: 

a. Are in a situation of bankruptcy, liquidation, judicial intervention or insolvency, cessation of 

activity or in any other similar situation resulting from a procedure of the same nature in 

force in national legislations and regulations. 

b. Have been convicted by a final judgment for a crime that affects their professional honesty. 

c. Have committed a serious professional fault verified by any means that the beneficiary can 

justify. 

d. Are not up to date in the payment of social security contributions or in the payment of taxes 

in accordance with the legal provisions of the country in which they are established, of the 

country of the beneficiary or of the country where the contract is to be executed. 

e. Have been convicted by a final judgment for fraud, corruption, participation in a criminal 

organisation or any other illegal activity that is detrimental to the financial interests of the 

communities. 

f. Are currently subject to an administrative sanction referred to in the section of the Practical 

Guide to contract procedures for EC external actions (July 2019 version). 

g. Are in a conflict-of-interest situation. 

h. Have made false statements when providing the information required by the contracting 

authority to participate in the contract or have not provided such information. 
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Applicants must declare that they are not in any of the situations mentioned above at the time of 

the submission of the signed version of the contract.  

9. Application material 

Applications must be submitted in English or Spanish and must not exceed ten pages. 

The documentation to be delivered consists of: 

a. Conceptual note of the event that includes: 

 Justification and approach (highlighting previous experience) 

 Objectives 

 Products or deliverables (including a publication) 

 Participants and selection criteria 

 Proposed agenda or programme 

 Organisational and logistics arrangements (including virtual, if applicable) 

 Description of the participation of the EU-LAC Foundation as co-organiser of the event 

and the strategy to make EU-LAC’s role visible  

 Description of the participation of the other organising entities 

b. Budget form (Annex) 

c. Contact person for communication with the EU-LAC Foundation. 

Please provide the documentation in PDF or MS Word / Excel format. 

The EU-LAC Foundation will keep all personal data strictly confidential. 

10. Co-organisation and Financing 

The Call will select up to three events to be co-organised. 

As co-organiser of the event, the EU-LAC Foundation will be able to provide content input to the 

event and will directly finance some of the expenses up to a maximum amount of € 12,000 in total. 

Expenditure must be justified in a draft overall budget for the event. The allocated sum is non-

negotiable. 

The funding shall be made in two instalments, one payment upon signature of a Cooperation 

Agreement and a second upon approval by the Foundation of the final report of the event - 

including the submission of the corresponding deliverables and receipts.  

In the case that the chosen event has a co-financing budget of less than € 12,000, the remaining 

funds will be returned to the EU-LAC Foundation budget. 
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The expenses eligible to be funded by the Foundation are: (i) travel tickets for experts, (ii) digital 

publishing services (style review, SP-EN or EN-SP translation, design/diagramming etc.), (iii) 

simultaneous interpretation services, (iv) graphic design services for the communications of the 

event. No overheads or salary costs can be covered. 

11. Successful Requests 

11.1. Notification 

The approved applications will be notified once the Selection Committee has made its decision. The 

decision of the Committee is final and binding. The EU-LAC Foundation foresees a response time of 

around four weeks after the deadline for the Open Call. 

11.2. Cooperation Agreement 

Once the application has been approved, the EU-LAC Foundation will proceed to sign a cooperation 

agreement with the selected entity defining the exact amount of funding granted, the payment 

schedule, the requirements for justification and the schedule for conducting the event. Joint 

meetings might be scheduled to define the final design of the event as well as to assess the 

progress made in its organisation. 
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