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EU-CELAC and the Economic Empowerment of Women in Dominican Republic 
by Alejandrina Germán* 

 

In recent decades, Latin America and the Caribbean have played a leading role in 
various international forums, where measures have been taken to decide the future of 
coming generations. Many of these spaces have emerged as a result of the need for 
nations to join efforts to solve regional problems. In the summits and meetings of these 
bodies, which bring together several States, important agreements have been made, 
which have contributed to the design and implementation of national and international 
public policies. 

For example, the diagnosis made after the Declaration and Platform for Action (1995) on 
the economic, political and social rights of women in the Dominican Republic showed 
the existence of great inequalities. To overcome these obstacles that limit the 
development, and economic, political, and social empowerment of Dominican women, 
the Dominican State has adopted a series of laws and measures that have contributed to 
the development of public policies that benefit women in the Dominican Republic; thus 
fulfilling commitments through national and international conventions and treaties. 

The adoption of the Millennium Development Goals 2000-2015 (MDGs), which in its 
paragraph 3 envisaged the promotion of gender equality and the empowerment of 
women, was made by several nations of the world, and marked another milestone in the 
development history of public policy in the Dominican Republic. 

Achieving this goal required a major transformation, with inclusive vision in the 
Constitution of the Dominican Republic. Therefore, in 2010, a new constitution was 
approved and promulgated, which contained principles and guidelines defining a social 
and democratic rule of law; a government based on a truly participatory democracy, 
defining social, economic, political, and cultural rights, among others, where the full 
equality and equity between women and men stands out clearly and explicitly. 

Currently, the country has a government, which since its inception has reflected the 
place that it would give women in the development of its public policy. During his 
inauguration on 16th August 2012, His Excellency the President of the Republic, Danilo 
Medina Sanchez, said: "Women have a very important role in my government, a role 
which is assigned to them by law and I consider it a moral obligation to guarantee this to 
them.” 
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This commitment was reiterated by the Dominican president in other national and 
international scenarios, such as in the XII Regional Conference on Women in Latin 
America and the Caribbean, held in October 2013 in Santo Domingo, Dominican 
Republic. 

The Dominican Republic’s 1-12 Law establishes the National Development Strategy 
2030, which contains a vision for the country, including the mainstreaming of gender 
equality as a mandate for execution on all policies, plans, programmes and projects 
involved in its implementation. 

Currently in the Dominican Republic, an important process is running to ensure that 
gender equality, which is already incorporated in the National Development Strategy 
2030, is mainstreamed in the various sectoral plans of the public sector, so as to achieve a 
successful implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

As we can see, we have made progress, and society is heading towards a substantial 
change, in which women have the place they deserve and have earned with their work 
in all areas. However, we still have a long way to go facing the challenge of eradication 
of violence against women and girls, because although the Dominican government is 
strengthening its efforts to prevent and combat violence against women and girls, there 
are still important challenges related to eradicating it. 

In October 2013, Member and Associated States of the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) participated in the XII 
Regional Conference on Women in Latin America and the Caribbean, held in the 
Dominican Republic. They committed by the Consensus of Santo Domingo to work for 
the development of the knowledge society and for the promotion of the economic 
empowerment of women, and for their full participation on an equal footing in all 
spheres of society and in decision-making processes. 

With the same purpose, the Government Programme of President Danilo Medina for the 
period 2016-2020 includes the Dominican Republic Digital project, which includes 
gender mainstreaming in all of its strategies. Its development will allow the Dominican 
State to fulfil the commitment made in the Consensus of Santo Domingo to "design 
activities for the construction of a new technological, scientific, and digital culture, 
targeted at girls and women," and to "promote the inclusion of gender as a crosscutting 
issue of public policies for productive development.” 
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In 2015, the Second Summit of the member countries of the Community of Latin 
American and Caribbean States (CELAC) and the European Union (EU), was held in 
Brussels, Belgium, during which 61 nations pledged to make concrete exchanges of 
human talent, scholarships, and technology, in order to advance towards development. 

In this regard, the CELAC and the EU could promote projects of experience-sharing, as 
well as advisory and oversight committees for the countries of the region, including the 
Dominican Republic; specifically programmes for economic empowerment through 
ICTs, to promote successful strategies for the access of women on equal terms as men to 
these areas. In this way, women can achieve true economic independence and 
sustainable development in a society free of violence and discrimination. 

 

*Alejandrina Germán is the Minister for Women of the Dominican Republic. 

 
This paper was prepared for the EU-LAC Foundation’s Newsletter of September 2016 on 
the theme “Equitable access by women and men to public services.” This article gives 
the views of the author, and not necessarily the position of the EU-LAC Foundation or 
its members. 


